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THE  LAST  LAP. 

Next  week  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  preparation 
"for  Pre6s  necessary  in  order  that  the 

COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  ISSUE 

•of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  may  not  be  delayed.  Will 
advertisers  please  note,  therefore,  that  the  Publisher  cannot 
guarantee  the  insertion  of  any  announcement  for  the 
ordinary  advertising  pages  of  the  Colonial  Issue  received 
■  after 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  22. 

Address:  Telegrams: 

The  Chemist  &  Drurgist,  "  Chemicus  Cannon 
42  Cannon  Street,  London" 
London,  B.C.  (two  words). 


Telephone : 

Bank  852 
i(two  lines). 


SUMMARY. 

Being  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue. 


Articles  and  Communications. 

The  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Bills  are  epito- 
mised in  an  article  on  pp.  49-50. 

Besides  the  dispensing  notes  on  p.  65,  we  give  Mr.  W. 
Duncan's  choicest  plums  on  p.  34. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Jensen,  B.Sc,  communicates  practical  sugges- 
tions on  the  testing  of  tragacanth  (p.  34). 

"  Ladies  .  .  .  had  a  magical  effect  upon  the  subscription- 
list  of  the  Benevolent  Fund."  This  was  fifty  years  ago. 
See  p.  66. 

Liquid  carbolic  preparations  become  poisonous  substances 
on  May  1.  The  statutory  conditions  which  will  apply  are 
noted  on  p.  50. 

Messrs.  Suffern  and  Gibson  communicate  rein  arks  on  the 
position  of  druggists  in  Ireland,  retaliatory  to  the  observa- 
tions at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
(p.  64). 

The  Royal  Commission  on  the  London  University  has 
reported  after  four  years'  inquiry.  The  report  suggests 
that  degrees  in  Medicine  and  Technology  should  bo  granted 
to  internal  students  only  (p.  48). 

National  Health  Insurance. 


The  red  medical  ticket  has  been  replaced  by  an  applica- 
tion-form, on  which  insured  persons  have  to  apply  to  the 
panel  doctor  they  want  after  April  30.  See;  p.  53,  where 
also  begin  the  reports  of  the  week,  which  show  that  doctors 
are  becoming  exceedingly  eager  about  the  floating  sixpence. 
On  p.  50  we  deal  with  the  pricing  of  prescriptions  received 
on  and  after  Tuesday  of  this  week.  The  Departmental  Com- 
mittee's Report  was  expected  "  in  a  few  days  "  by  the 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  will  be  some 
time  before  it  is  ready  for  publication. 

News  of  the  Week. 


Certain  perchlorates  are  now  treated  as  explosives  (p.  36). 

A  review  of  the  present  position  of  German  chemical  com- 
panies is  given  on  p.  41. 

Mineral-water  manufacturers  are  proposing  regulations 
and  standards  for  the  purity  of  their  products  (p.  36). 

American  gooseberry  mildew  is  prevalent  again  in 
England,  and  liver  of  sulphur  is  needed  to  combat  it  (p.  35). 

An  arrangement  has  been  come  to  in  regard  to  the  London 
Celluloid  Bills,  whereby  the  objectors  will  have  a  fair 
hearing  (p.  43). 

The  persons  charged  with  the  theft  of  chemicals  from 
Messrs.  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.,  and  one  for  receiving  them, 
have  been  committed  for  trial  (p.  37). 

It  has  been  held  by  magistrates  that  baking-powder  is, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  an 
articlo  liable  to  decomposition  (p.  40). 

The  Insurance-dispensing  commemoration  dinner  to 
Messrs.  Allen,  Glyn- Jones,  Rowsell,  Neathercoat,  and  Wool- 
cock  is  reported,  with  a  group  of  photographs,  on  pp.  51-52. 

The  names  of  the  successful  candidates  at  the  Major  and 
Minor  examinations  in  London  are  printed  on  p.  35.  Those 
of  the  Licence  and  Druggists'  examinations  in  Ireland  will 
be  found  on  p.  37. 

Two  Shops  Act  convictions  in  Scotland  for  the  sale  of 
medicines  during  closing  hours  on  half -holidays  are  reported 
on  p.  40.  The  position  of  chemists  where  closing  orders 
exist  is  again  explained  on  p.  50.    See  also  p.  35. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Wren  were  the  witnesses 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines  on 
Thursday.  Mr.  Parry  was  examined  regarding  analytical 
limitations  and  the  practice  of  doctors  of  giving  testimonials. 
Mr.  Wren  dealt  chiefly  with  "  body-name  "  matters  (p.  56). 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 


!  Almond  oil,  crude  antimony.  Cochin  coconut  oil,  and 
insect-flowers  are  dearer.  Copaiba,  stavesacre,  and  balsam 
tolu  are-  firmer.  Cod-liver  oil,  arsenic,  and  ammonia  sul- 
phate are  easier.  Larger  supplies  of  first-hand  drugs  than 
usual  were  offered  at  auction  (p.  59). 
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Dispensing  Problems. 


AMONG  the  notes  and  qu 
Duncan,  Ph.C.,  F.C.S. 
Assistants',  and  Apprentices 
ing  dispensing  difficulties  : 
The  Best  Excipient. 

Pulv.  opii   gr.  f- 

Ext.  bellad.         ...     gr.  g 

Camphor   gr.  j. 

01.  cajuput.  ...  raj. 

Ext.  gentian.       ...  q.s. 
Ft.  pil.    M.t.  xxiv. 
A  good  result  is  obtained 
with  a  grain  of  yellow  wax 
and  powdered  gentian. 

A  Solid  Glycerol. 
Acid,  salicylic, 
Zinci  oxidi  ...     aa.  3j 

Glycerini    3j. 

Aq.  ad   Siij.— M. 

Solidification  takes  place 
owing  to  formation  of  zinc 
salicylate. 

Precipitates  Formed. 
Calcii  glycerophos.  3j. 
Liq.  strychnines    ...  3j. 

Glycerini    3j. 

Inf.  gentian,  ad  ...  Svi. — M. 

This  pi'oduces  a  clear  mix- 
ture, but  on  keeping  a  de- 
posit form6  of  calcium  phos- 
phate due  to  hydrolysis. 


3iv. 
3j. 


:ries  contributed  by  Mr.  W. 
,  to  the  Edinburgh  Chemists', 
Association  were  the  follow- 

Sodii  salicyl., 

Sodii  bicarb.      aa.  3ij. 

Aq.  ad    3iv. — S. 

Here  sodium  bicarbonate  is 
"salted  out"  by  the  salicy- 
late. 

Difficult  Lotions. 
01.  sesami, 

Aq.  calcis    ...     aa.  3iij. 
Cret.  prsep., 
Zinci  oxid.  ... 
Acid,  salicylic. 

Ft.  lotio. 

Ordinarily  this  makes  a 
lump  floating  in  water,  but 
Mr.    Duncan    produces  a 
cream  by  mixing  the  solids 
with  the  water,  and  incor- 
porating this  mixture  with 
the  ol.  sesami. 
Zinci  oxidi  ...       ...  siij. 

Liq.  plumbi  subacet., 
Liq.    picis  carbon. 

aa.  3j. 

Mucilag.  acaciee  ...  313. 
Aq.  ad       ...       ...  Siv. 

Ft.  lotio. 

To  make  this  presentable 
use  tragacanth  mucilage  in 
place  of  acacia  mucilage. 


Testing  Tragacanth. 

By  H.  R.  Jensen,  B.Sc.  (Liverpool). 

THE  commercial  grading  of  this  gum  appears  at  present  to 
be  conducted  in  rather  a  haphazard  fashion  and  based 
on  opinion.  The.  true  valuation  is  a  matter  ol  some  difficulty 
and  depends  not  only  on  freedom  from  colour,  but  also  on 
the  viscous  strength  of  the  solutions,  for  this  is  the  specific 
property  of  the  substance  and  its  great  importance  will 
be  at  once  recognised.  Whether  variations  are  entirely 
attributable  to  methods  and  conditions  during  collection 
is  uncertain,  and  it  has  been  inconvenient,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  average  and  comparatively  gauge  the  same  in 
any  reliable  manner  in  routine  testing,  especially  with  the 
tough  specimens  of  Smyrna  gums  containing  thick  pieces  of 
the  ''hog"  type,  possibly  derived  from  Astragalus  Hera- 
tensis  and  other  unofficial  species. 

It  ha,s  been  observed  that  the  cruder  samples  of  gums, 
sometimes  the  result  of  exposure  to  wet  in  collection, 
invariably  give  colour  reactions,  having  as  their  basis  the 
presence  of  oxidising  enzymes.  As  to  whether  this  is  a 
natural  condition  or  not  cannot  be  stated,  but  it  may  be 
significant  that  gum  acacia  has  a  pronounced  oxydase 
content,  and  that  such  catalysts  are  entirely  absent  from 
the  finest  Syrian  grades  of  thin  flake  tragacanths.  This 
explains  the  perhaps  premature  tests  put  forward  (Payet, 
J. S.C.I.  1906,  92)  for  the  detection  of  acacia  in  powdered 
tragacanth  by  the  enzyme  reaction  referred  to,  viz.  : 

_Five  c.c.  3  per  cent,  tragacanth  solution  and  5  c.c.  1  per 
cent,  guaiacol  solution,  with  1  drop  H202  solution,  in  the 
presence  of  peroxydases  (acacia)  a  yellow  to  brown  colour 
is  produced  within  five  or  ten  minutes. 

Similarly,  10  c.c.  3  per  cent,  tragacanth  solution,  with 
2  to  3  drops  of  guaiacum-resin  solution  (alcoholic),  in  the 
presence  of  oxvdases  (acacia),  gives  a  marked  blue  colour 
within  five  to  thirty  minutes. 

The  more  highly  coloured  portions  have  been  frequently 
observed  to  give  the  strongest  enzyme  reactions  and  to 
have  the  lowest  .yiscous  power.  Other  adulterants  which 
have  been  described  as  frequently  occurring  are  the  Indian 
tragacanths,  the  gums  from  Cochlospermum  Gossypium 
and  Sterculias.    These  can  to  some  extent  be  detected  by 


the  peculiar  stringy  character  of  the  borax  jelly,  but  more 
certainly  by  a  steam  distillation  after  treatment  with 
phosphoric  acid,  the  yield  of  acetic  acid  being  then  about 
seven  times  that  from  true  tragacanth. 

From  the  fact  that  tragacanth  and  gums  of  its  class 
have  an  acidic  constitution  (complex  acids  of  the  triga- 
lactane  polyarabinan-geddic  series,  Clc0H,;,Oj.,6H2O,  with 
bassoric  acid  derivatives  have  been  described),  whereas 
acacia  is  largely  the  arabinate  of  calcium,  magnesium,  and 
potassium  (the  soluble  viscous  Ghatti  gum  being  of  similar 
constitution),  it  was  anticipated  that  the  tragacanth  class- 
of  gums  would  exert  a  notable  combination  with  potassium 
hydroxide,  while  acacia,  as  is  shown,  absorbs  very  little. 

There  is  the  additional  advantage  that  the  highest 
quality  of  gums  always  give  the  highest  potash  absorption, 
and  the  most  inferior  gums  the  lowest,  while  there  is; 
usually  a  similar  relation  of  the  viscous  powers — i.e.,  the 
highest  potash  absorption  accompanies  a  gum  with  the 
greatest  viscosity.  In  the  case  of  these  strength-deter- 
minations, which  are  necessarily  crude  and  occasionally 
erratic  owing  to  some  gums  being  abnormally  insoluble,  a> 
rough  relative  idea  can  be  obtained  from  the  time  of 
delivery  from  a  standard  pipette  of  a  solution  made 
twenty-four  hours  previously.  In  this  way  results  have 
been  obtained,  which  were  borne  out  from  the  technical] 
values,  indicating  that  strengths  can  vary  by  as  much  as 
2  :  1,  thus  proving  the  importance  of  the  matter. 

It  is  necessary  to  carry  out  the  potash  absorptions  with 
30  c.c.  of  alcoholic  seminormal  potassium  hydroxide  and 
1.5  gram  of  gum  in  the  finest  possible  state  of  division  (160 
powder)  for  one  hour  under  reflux  condenser.  Lump 
samples  powdered  by  hand  are  not  conveniently  taken  fur- 
ther than  No.  90  powder,  and  the  reference  figures  given 
show  the  reduction  in  absorption  which  this  difference 
causes.  Back  titration  after  dilution  with  water  must  some- 
times be  effected,  with  the  use  of  phenolphthalein  exter- 
nally on  a  tile  as  indicator,  if  the  discoloration  is  great.  A 
water  determination  is  also  necessary,  since  this  varies  from 
9  to  18  per  cent.  Of  the  typical  results  given  the  potash 
absorption  has  been  most  conveniently  expressed  as  saponi- 
fication value. 

The  first  four  gums  represented  in  the  subjoined  table 
may  be  taken  as  quite  genuine.  All  their  properties  were 
of  the  highest  excellence.  No  Indian  tragacanth  was 
detected  throughout  : 
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16.9 

Pr.  abs. 

Absent 

Absent. 

(2) 

160 

141 

166 

15.1 

(3) 

90 

128 

155.3 

17.6 

(4) 

90 

123 

139.5 

11.8 

(5) 

160 

93 

109.5 

15.5 

V.  slight 

Distinct 

(6) 

90 

83.8 

98 

14.5 

Slight 

(7) 

90 

76 

87 

13.6 

Marked 

(8) 

160 

72 

83 

13.2 

Slight 

(9) 

90 

65.4 

76.7 

11.7 

Marked 

Slight 

Absent 

(10) 

160 

63 

70 

10 

Slight 

Marked 

(H) 

90 

54.1 

63 

13.7 

Absent 

Slight 

V.  slight 

(12) 

90 

51.5 

60 

13.4 

Marked 

Marked 

Marked 

The  samples  5  to  12  were  all  second  grade,  and  of  these 
Nos.  8,  10,  and  12  were  found  to  have  a  very  low  viscosity. 
It  will  be  observed  that  oxydases  predominate.  While 
not  easy  to  conceive  how  gum  acacia  can  be  added  to  lump 
samples  of  tragacanth,  these  figures  and  reactions  clearly 
disclose  differences  of  chemical  composition  which  may  well 
be  due  to  the  presence  of  foreign  gums.  Starches  other 
than  the  natural  were  not  identified,  but  rough  estimations 
showed  a  content  of  about  5  per  cent,  in  some  of  the 
samples.  Four  samples  of  acacia  gums  were  found  to  absorb 
potash  to  the  extent  of  sap.  value  6.3  to  8.5  (average  10 
on  the  dry),  all,  of  course,  giving  marked  enzyme  reactions. 
Of  Indian  tragacanths,  one  absolutely  authentic  sample 
of  Cochlospermum  Gossypium  gum  had  sap.  value  122.7  (in 
No.  90  powder),  it  gave  no  reactions  for  oxidising  enzymes, 
nor  did  a  sample  of  true  Sterculia  wrens  gum.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  investigation  is  apparently  of  some  real  value 
in  the  examination  of  ground  gums  and  their  mixtures. 
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Pharmaceutical  Examinations. 


We  are  indebted  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  for  the  following  list  of  persons 
who  passed  examinations  conducted  by  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  England  and  Wales  in  London,  at  the 
meeting  which  concluded  on  April  10  : 

Major  Examination. 
For  registration  as  Pharmaceutical  Chemists  twenty-five 
were  examined,  and  the  following  twenty-two  passed  : 
Beesley,  Alan,  E.,  Kendal  ,  Maughan,    Dorothy,    S.  Hamp- 

Oole,   Percy   W.,    Peterborough  !  stead 

Cooper,  Harry,  Hythe  j  Paul.  JSracst.  Birmingham 

Crews,   Sydney  K.,  Ealing         j  Phillips,  Percy  B.,  London 
Good-fellow,    Geo.    P.,   Harrow   :  Pum.phrey,  T.,  Plymouth 
Gore,   Leslie   F-,    Margate  Sage,  Ernest,  Leicester 

Hindle,  Edward.  Hull  Sharp,  P..  A.,  Billesdon 

Jinks,  J.  Clarence,  Iron  Bridge    Sherry,  Archie  R.  P.,  Exeter 
Jolliffe,    Ellen   L.   P.,   Bourne-    Simon,   James  F.,  Sheffield 
mouth  Stocks,  Harry  P.,  Halifax 

Mo  Daniel,  R.  A..  Fakenham  Strong,  A.  T.,  Moreton-in-Marsk 
Mackie,  Horace  B.,  Cosham  Worth,    W.    H.    T.,  Budleigh 

Salterton, 

Minor  Examination. 
For  registration  as  Chemists  and  Druggists  170  were 
examined,  and  the  following  eighty-eight  passed  : 


Astle,    Harry.  Nottingham 
Atkinson,    Arthur,  Bradford 
Bailey,  Herbert  N.,  Lauucesrton 
Barter,    S.    W.,   Leighton  Buz- 
zard 

Beck,  William,  Birmingham 
Beckett,  Ernest  H.,  Church 
Bell,  Jonathan  L.,  Woolton 
Blackledge,   Edward,  Cliorley 
Bown,  Henry,  Sheffield 
Browning,  0.  B.,  Plymouth 
Byard,  Percy  J.,  Mansfield 
Olark,  Arthur  H.,  Boston 
Olarke,  John-  E..,  Reading 
Creal,  George  L.  D.,  Croydon 
Crofts,  Charles  H.,  Fenton 
Dawson,  Rufus  0.,  Horley  Wood 
Dickson,  Reginald  J.,  London 
Dunbar,  John,  Walthamstow 
Entwistle,  Roland  R.,  Eccles 
Ferries,  Henry  F.,  Oughterard 
Fur-ber,  W.  S.,  Whitchurch 
Gallop,  Ernest  G.,  Bristol 
Galloway,  Jack  El.,  Clapham 
Gill,   Bernard  W.,  Nottingham 
Griffiths,   Hywel,  Llandudno 
Hadfield.  James  H.,  Stalybridge 
Hall,  John,  Sandbach 
Bankinson,  G.  H.,  Grange-over- 
Sands 

Harrison,  G.  A.  A.,  Gillinigham 
Haylock,  John  O.,  Tulse  Hill 
Heap,  Frank,  Haslingden, 
Hitchin,  Joseph,  Ruthin 
Holden,  Richard,  Pemberton 
Holmes,  William,  Coventry 
Hooper,  Samuel  W.,  Spalding 
Horsfield,  P.,  S.  Farnborough 
Hume,  George,  Harrow 
Ja.gger,  Frank,  Halifax 
Jenkins,  David  T..  Cardigan 
Jenkins,  Will;am  W.,  Llanon 
Jones,  Evan  E.,  Nevin 
Jones,  Evan  T.,  Kidwelly 
Jones,  Idris  L.,  Llangefni 
Jones,  John'G.,  London 
Jones,  Silas  G.,  Bodedern, 


Jones,  T.  G.,  Fishguard 
Kelly,  John  0..  Bootle 
Leighton,,  George  F.,  Sheffield 
Lidiard,  Alex.  S.,  Streatham 
Llewelyn,  Morris,  Portmadoe 
Loader,   Ruth  L.,  Brighton. 
Longdin,  John  S.,  Scarborough 
MeJannet,  H.  J.,  East  London, 

South  Africa. 
McKelvie,  Donald  C,  Golspie 
Martin,  Henry  W.,  Lincoln 
Moore,  T.  H.,  Port  St.  Mary 
Morley,  H.  T.,  Heaton  Norri's 
Morris,  David  J.,  Carmarthen 
Morris,  Thomas  C.,  Lenham 
Nunn,  Effie  L.,  Colchester 
Ostler,  Clement  G.,  Bath 
Partridge,  Walter  E.,  Bristol 
Payne,  H.  E,.  S.,  Ramsgate 
Pickup,  John  N.,  Blackpool 
Pomerantz,  Isaac,  Whitechapel 
Porter,  Fred,  Boston 
Press,   Wilfrid  N.,  Dunstable 
Price,  Walford  J.,  Tredegar 
Pritchard,  Evan  T.,  Penygraig 
Pawling,  Tom,  Leeds 
Rees,  Win.  Bowcn,  Swansea 
Reeves,   Hugh  C,  Finchley 
Scott,  Gladys  El,  Bradford 
Shacklook,  Amy,  Carshalton 
Shaw,  Henry  C,  Huddersfield 
Stinnett,  Roland  E.,  Islington. 
Slo.per,  Lewis  J.,  Bournemouth 
Spackman.  W.  G.  E.,  Olapham 
Steward,  G.  F.  K.,  Bridgnorth 
Stuttard,  Frank  H.,  Roy'ton 
Thomas,  Henry  C,  Garstang 
Timme,  George  E.,  Llandudno 
Treharne,    S.   M.,  Aberystwyth 
Trinder,  Frances  M.,  Birming- 
ham 

Tyler,  Norman  F.,  Newport 
Underwood,  P.  E.,  S.  Kensing- 
ton 

Wahnsley,  Arthur  C,  Brighton 
Wardman,  R.  W.,  Leicester 


Four  Major  candidates  were  examined  in  Edinburgh, 
and  two  passed ;  as  well  as  seventy-nine  Minor  candi- 
dates, of  whom  forty-seven  passed.  The  names  of  the 
successful  candidates  were  given  in  the  C.  <L-  D.  last 
week. 

South  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy.— At  the  College 
examinations  held  at  the  end  of  the  spring  term  the  follow- 
ing awards  were  made:  Silver  Medal— For  highest  aggre- 
gate marks,  D.  C.  McKelvie.  Chemistry—Bronze  Medal, 
D.  C.  McKelvie;  Certificates,  J.  E.  Clarke,  T.  P.  Jones, 
T_  R.  Rees,  S  Barker,  D.  C.  McKelvie.  Pharmacy— Bronze 
Medal,  E  G.  Gallop;  Certificates— Theory  of  Pharmacv, 
J.  E.  Clarke,  E.  G.  Gallop,  S.  Barker,  A.  S.  Lidiard;  Cer- 
tificates—Dispensing, R.  Mathews,  A.  C.  Walmsley,  R.  C 
Morley,  G.  A.  Rowe.  Botany— Bronze  Medal,  J.  E.  Clarke 
Materia  Medico— Bronze  Medal,  J.  E.  Clarke ;  Certificates, 
J.  E  Clarke,  D.  C.  McKelvie.  Th©  Attenborough  Prize 
lor  dispensing  was  awarded  to  G.  A.  Rowe.  The  Malone- 
oarrett  Prize  for  progress  in  chemistry  was  awarded  to 
-1.  W.  P.  Jones. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Two  thousand  employes  of  Boots  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd., 
were  entertained  at  a  tea  and  concert  by  Sir  Jesse  Boot 
at  Nottingham  on  April TO,  the  occasion  being  the  annual 
meeting  of  Boots'  Approved  Society. 

For  the  May  examination  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Com- 
pany there  are  seventy -eight  candidates.  These  include 
three  ladies,  and  four  of  the  candidates  are  from  the 
Colonies.  Two  have  entered  for  the  higher  examination  in 
scientific  instruments. 

The  Blackburn  Guardians  on  April  12  accepted  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Isherwood,  pharmacist-dis- 
penser at  the  Union  workhouse.  They  appointed  Mr. 
James  Holden,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  his  stead,  at  a 
salary  of  40L  per  year. 

At  Kidwelly  several  shop  windows  in  Bridge  Street 
were  smashed  during  the  night  last  week.  In  each  case 
the  shutters  had  been  taken  down  and  one  of  them 
apparently  used  as  a  ram  to  break  the  glass.  Mr.  Lewis 
Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  one  of  the  sufferers. 

Besides  winning  the  hundred-guinea  trophy  at  Monte 
Carlo,  Mr.  T.  Desnos  (Messrs.  Jules  Denoual  &  Co.), 
Vice-Commodore  of  the  British  Motor  Boat  Club,  won 
the  Prix  des  Dames  on  April  8.  His  Cockle  Shell  went 
to1  the  front  from  the  start,  and  making  every  buoy 
a  winning  one,  eventually  won  from  Dyach. 

It  is  reported  in  Bristol  that  a  chemist  has  been  warned 
for  selling  a  tin  of  tooth-powder  and  a  cake  of  soap  to  a> 
Shops  Act  inspector  after  the  usual  closing  hour  on  the- 
half-holiday.  The  order  made  by  the  Town  Council  pro- 
vides that  shops  of  chemists,  druggists,  and  herbalists- 
must  be  closed  on  Wednesday  or  Saturday  at  one  o'clock. 

The  premkes  of  Messrs.  W.  &  J.  George,  Ltd.,  chemical 
apparatus  dealers,  Great  Charles  Street,  Birmingham,  have 
again  been  visited  by  burglars  (twice  in  a  very  few 
weeks).  They  regaled  themselves  with  treacle  which  had 
been  bought  for  poisoning  mice,  but  the  attendant  had 
forgotten  to  follow  the  instructions,  which  were  to  "  medi- 
cate "  it  with  arsenic. 

Following  up  the  successful  Christmas  scheme  of  window 
display  which  was  carried  out  by  the  traders  of  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  London,  W.,  a  spring  show  has  been 
organised  and  has  attracted  much  attention.  Signs  are 
placed  across  the  street  and  festoons  of  artificial  flowers 
add  to  the  gaiety.  The  movement  is  an  outcome  of 
the  newly  formed  Tradesmen's  Association,  of  which  the. 
President  is  Mr.  H.  C.  Banwell,  manager  of  the  National 
Cash  Register  Co.,  whose  London  offices  are  in  Tottenham. 
Court  Road. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908. 

Annie  Augusta  Steel,  of  Colsterworth,  Lines,  and' 
Edward  Cox,  of  Messrs.  Holland  &  Barrett,  of  Burgh1 
Heath,  Surrey,  have  applied  to  their  respective  County 
Councils  for  poison-licences. 

The  Public  Control  Committee  of  the  London  County 
Council  have  granted  licences  to  the  following  :  F.  J. 
Pulman  (E.  Paul  &  Co.,  6  Wormwood  Street,  E.C.)  ; 
Alex.  S.  Heron  (James  Veitch  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  544  King's 
Road,  Chelsea)  ;  H.  V.  Chambers  (Barrie  &  Brown, 
39  King  William  Street,  E.C.)  ;  R.  Ambridge  (James 
Carter  &  Co.,  53a  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.)  ;  H.  W. 
Harris  (James  Carter  &  Co.,  237  and  238  High  Holborn, 
W.C.). 

American  Gooseberry  Mildew. 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have  received 
information  that  the  summer  stage  of  American  goose- 
berry mildew  (Sphcerotheca  Mors  uvce)  was  discovered  in 
a  Kent  garden  on  April  14,  and  in  a  Cambridgeshire 
garden  on  April  15.  All  gooseberry  growers  are  ad- 
vised to  examine  their  bushes  carefully,  and,  should  any 
sign  of  disease  be  found,  to  spray  their  bushes  with  "a 
solution  of  liver  of  sulphur  (1  lb.  to  32  gals,  of  water). 
A  leaflet  describing  the  disease  and  giving  directions  for 
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•dealing  with  it  can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Board 
■of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  4  Whitehall  Place,  London, 
S.W.,  gratis  and  post  free.  Letters  so  addressed  need  not 
be  stamped.  Growers  are  reminded  that  by  Article  3  of 
the  American  Gooseberry  Mildew  Order  of  1911  they  are 
required  to  report  the  presence  of  this  disease  on  their 
premises  to  the  Board  or  the  clerk  of  the  local  authority  for 
the  district  either  directly  or  through  an  inspector,  and 
that  the  failure  to  report  is  punishable  by  a  fine. 

The  Public  "Weal. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  to  serve  on 
their  local  Board  of  Guardians  : 

Mr.  W.  E.  Goff,  Ph.C.  (Dartford  B.G.). 

Mr.  A.  F.  Barnard,  J. P.,  of  Hackney  (Bethnal  Green 
iB.G.). 

Perchlorates. 

By  Order  in  Gouncil  dated  April  11,  any  explosive  con- 
taining a  perchlorate  and  not  included  in  Clashes  3,  4, 
or  5,  as  defined  in  the  Order  in  Council  dated  August  5, 
1875,  shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to  the  nitrate-mixture 
class — namely,  Class  2 — and  all  orders,  rules,  or  regulations 
shall  be  deemed  to  apply,  to  explosives  containing  a  per- 
chlorate. 

Masonic  Notes. 

Bro.  John  Keall,  pharmacist,  68  West  Hill,  Wands- 
worth, has  become  a  founder  of  the  "  Lodge  of  Good 
Fellowship"  3655.  The  V.W.  Bro.  Sir  Edward  Letch- 
worth,  F.S.A.,  Grand  Secretary,  consecrated  the  Lodge 
at  Paganni's  Restaurant,  London,  on  April  17. 

Mr.  H.  Jenkins,  chemist  and  druggist  (Allen  &  Han- 
'burys,  Ltd.),  was  installed  as  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
Galen  Lodge  2394  at  Freemasons'  Hall  on  April  14. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  W.  Bro.  F.  Bas- 
combe.  The  following  brethren  were  also  appointed  : 
Bros.  T.  Tickle,  S.W.,  J.  Bullen  Cooper,  J.W.,  A.  0. 
Jones,  S.D.,  and  J.  T.  Humphrey,  J.D.  After  the  banquet 
eong6  and  a  recitation  were  excellently  rendered  by  Mrs. 
Granville  Jenkins,  W.  Bro.  F.  Culles,  Miss  Emmie  Jones, 
and  Mr.  Doyle  Crossley. 

Purity  of  Mineral  Waters. 

Arrangements  are  in  progress  between  English  and 
Scottish  mineral-water  manufacturers  with  a  view  to  the 
adoption  of  regulations  for  the  trade,  the  chief  feature 
of  which  should  be  the  granting  of  a  certificate  of  purity 
to  the  individual  manufacturer  on  proof  that  his  beverages 
attain  a  certain  analytical  standard.  Representatives  of 
the  Scottish  Federation  of  Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 
have  met  representatives  of  the  National  Union  of  Eng- 
lish Manufacturers,  and  a  plan  of  common  action  has 
been  outlined.  The  English  Union  has  already  accepted 
the  policy  indicated,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Scottish 
manufacturers  will  follow  this  example. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

A  circular  issued  by  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association 
in  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  election  states  that 
Dr.  Symes's  intimation  that  he  felt  (after  thirty-two 
years'  service  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society) 
that  the  time  had  come  for  him  to  relinquish  the  reins  of 
office  in  favour  of  a  younger  man  ha,s  caused  profound 
regret,  and  adds  that  the  loss  will  be  great  not  only  to 
Liverpool  and  district,  but  to  pharmacy  in  general.  In 
supporting  the  nomination  of  Mr.  L.  Moreton  Parry  the 
circular  states  : 

"  In  view  of  the  serious  position  of  pharmacy  at  the 
present  time,  it  is  a  duty  to  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to 
secure  his  election.  Feeling  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
Liverpool  district  having  a  representative  in  London,  and 
having  in  Mr.  Parry  an  ideal  candidate  who  is  an  ener- 
.  getic  working  pharmacist  in  close  sympathy  with  our  daily 
wants,  the  Executive  appointed  by  the  Council  of  this 
Association  now  makes  an  earnest  appeal  for  your  practical 
support  on  his  behalf." 

It  is  signed  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Laycock,  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Election  Committee,  157  Earle  Road, 
Liverpool. 

There  are  signs  of  great  activity  in  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association  at  present.  Mr.  J.  Hy.  Robinson, 
as  Secretary-General,  has  done  much  useful  work  since  his 
.appointment.    The  museum  has  been  rearranged,  and  the 


library  has  been  brought  up  to  date,  an  entirely  new  cata- 
logue being  issued.  The  sixty-third  annual  report  has 
been  issued,  promptly  this  year,  with  a  scarlet  paper  cover, 
which  makes  it  distinctive.  Several  foreign  Pharmaco- 
poeias and  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  series  of  books  are 
among  those  which  have  been  added  to  the  library.  The 
Association,  instead  of  having  two  general  secretaries,  has 
now  one  secretary-general  and  a  number  of  6ub-committees, 
each  with  its  own  secretary,  who  report  to  the  General 
Council  and  Secretary-General.  The  committees  deal  with 
(1)  education,  (2)  general  purposes,  (3)  library  and 
museum,  (4)  organisation,  (5)  business,  and  (6)  pharmaceu- 
tical insurance.  In  the  "Liverpool  Courier"  of  April  3 
and  the  "Liverpool  Daily  Post  and  Mercury"  tributes 
were  paid  to  the  Association  as  the  oldest  of  its  kind  in 
England.  Mr.  W.  Wellings  (Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb, 
Ltd.)  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee  and  Mr.  Harold  Lomax  Secretary  of 
the  Business  Committee. 

Manchester  Notes. 

The  bright  weather  has  increased  the  sale  of  photo- 
graphic materials. 

The  Shops  Act  confusion  has  led  to  many  large 
emporiums  in  Manchester  abandoning  half-day  closing. 

Mr.  George  S.  Woolley,  the  President  of  the  Manchester 
Guardian  Society,  has  been  elected  to  the  Manchester  Tele- 
phone and  Telegraph  Services  Advisory  Committee. 

During  the  quarter  just  ended  the  Manchester  city 
analyst  (Mr.  Charles  Estcourt)  states  that  he  has  analysed 
751  samples,  these  including  five  of  quinine-wine,  four  each 
of  flowers  of  sulphur,  tartaric  acid,  and  cream  of  tartar, 
three  of  cod-liver  oil,  two  each  of  cinnamon,  bicarbonate 
of  soda,  glycerin,  and  cordials,  and  one  each  of  arrowroot, 
camphorated  oil,  turpentine,  milk  of  sulphur,,  castor  oil,  and 
cayenne  pepper.    All  the  drug-samples  were  genuine. 

Many  of  the  panel  chemists  have  been  burning  the  mid- 
night oil  getting  their  Insurance  scripts  priced  and  tabu- 
lated ready  to  send  in  to  the  Manchester  Insurance  Com- 
mittee.' They  received  a  bulky  letter  last  Saturday  morn- 
ing intimating  that  their  bills  must  be  sent  in  within  seven 
days.  The  new  arrangement  of  having  the  prescriptions 
tabulated  under  the  different  prices  has  entailed  much 
extra  labour  for  those  who  had  previously  tabulated  them 
under  dates.  .  Some  chemists  have  as  many  as  five  or  six 
thousand  prescriptions  to  send. 

Prom  Various  Courts. 

At  Plymouth  Quarter  Sessions  on  April  11,  John  Thorne 
was  sentenced  to  fifteen  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard 
labour,  for  stealing  five  cameras,  value  11.  15s.,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Frank  Frederick  Cox,  chemist  and  druggist, 
100a  Old  Town  Street,  Plymouth,  on  March  26.  The 
cameras  were  stolen  from  a  showcase. 

At  the  Somerset  Quarter  Sessions,  Gregory  &  Wren, 
Ltd.,  chemists  and  druggists,  of  East  Street,  Taunton, 
successfully  appealed  against  the  decision  of  the 
Taunton  Licensing  Justices.  The  latter  had  declined  to 
renew  a  wine-licence  held  by  the  firm  for  some  years.  It 
was  stated  that  the  only  ground  for  refusal  was  that 
personal  application  had  not  been  made  for  the  renewal  of 
the  licence  at  the  annual  sessions. 

At  the  inquest  on  Ruth  Grylls  (26),  school  teacher, 
Plymouth,  who  died  from  shock  due  to  burns,  it  was  stated 
by  Police-constable  Trigger  that  her  clothes  were  practic- 
ally burnt  off,  with  the  exception  of  a  bit  around  her  waist. 
Near  by  her  were  a  lady's  coat,  a  pair  of  shoes,  a  hand- 
bag, and  a  hat.  The  only  thing  in  the  bag  was  a  piece  of 
cake.  _  On  searching  the  coat  pocket  he  found  a  purse  which 
contained  8s.  2^d.,  and  four  empty  bottles  were  found 
near  the  body.  One  bottle  was  labelled  "Glacial  Acetic 
Acid,"  and  marked  "Poison."  It  also  bore  the  name  of 
C.  J.  Park,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Plymouth.  Another 
was  labelled  "  Strong  Acetic  Acid  "  and  a  third  "  Glacial 
Acetic  Acid,"  from  "  Barge  &  Son,  M.P.S.,  Mutley."  The 
fourth  was  a  whisky-bottle  smelling  strongly  of  paraffin. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  Ph.C.,  23  Mutley  Plain,  Plymouth,  stated 
he  had  supplied  2  drachms  of  acetic  acid  to  deceased  for 
destroying  warts.  He  advised  her  to  apply  it  carefully 
with  either  a  glass  rod  or  the  end  of  a  match.    Acetic  acid,  ' 
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he  added,  is  not  scheduled  as  a  poison  and  there  is  no 
restriction  on  its  sale.  Mr.  Neville  Barber,  assistant  with 
Messrs.  Barge  &  Son,  chemists,  Plymouth,  also  deposed 
to  supplying  threepennyworth  of  the  acid.  The  Deputy- 
Coroner  said  it  seemed  to  him  immaterial  whether  deceased 
had  taken  poison  or  not  previous  to  setting  fire  to  herself. 
Alleged  Tkefc  of  Chemicals. 
At  the  South- West  London  Police-court  on  April  12, 
Isidore  Zeif  ert,  a  Russian  subject,  carrying  on  business  as  a 
retail  druggist  in  the  name  of  Darch  &  Co.,  Coldharbour 
Lane,  Brixton ;  Thomas  S.  Clay,  warehouseman ;  and 
James  F.  Foster,  counterman,  were  again  charged,  on 
remand,  before  Mr.  de  Grey,  the  first-named  for  feloniously 
receiving,  and  the  second  two  for  stealing  chemicals  to 
the  value  of  over  500/.  from  Messrs.  May  &  Baker,  Ltd., 
chemical  manufacturers,  Battersea.  Previous  hearings 
have  been  reported  in  our  columns,  and  last  Saturday 
evidence  was  given  by  Detective-inspector  Pike  and  Ser- 
geant Gillam.  The  latter  stated  that  on  the  arrest  of 
Zeifert  he  asked  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  remain  on 
his  premises  till  the  Monday.    He  added  :  ""K 

"  I  have  been  such  a  fool.  I  have  known  Cl4y  for  years, 
and  I  have  bought  hundreds  of  pounds'  worth  of  stuff 
off  him.  Eighteen  months  ago  I  realised  that  the  goods 
I  was  having  from  Clay  were  stolen.  I  wish  I  had  given 
him  up  then.  I  tried,  but  he  threatened  to  expose  me  to 
the  police.  For  the  last  three  lots  of  santonin  I  had  from 
Clay  I  paid  him  by  cheque.  I  have  given  Inspector  Pike 
the  three  cheques." 

On  February  26  he  arrested  Clay  at  4  Parkham  Street, 
Battersea,  and  there  took  possession  of  property  pro- 
duced. On  the  following  day  he  saw  the  same  prisoner 
in  the  charge-room,  when  prisoner  said  : 

"I  admit  having  stolen  all  these  [referring  to  certain 
articles],  but  I  know  nothing  of  the  contents  of  these  three 
bottles.  They  ought  to  belong  to  May  &  Baker.  I  took 
the  bottles  off  the  shelves,  put  them  in  my  pocket,  and  got 
them  out  in  that  way.  About  the  middle  of  June  last  I 
commenced  to  steal  the  santonin,  and  between  then  and  the 
date  I  left  the  firm  (October  25)  I  took  all  the  rest." 

Sergeant  Parker  also  gave  evidence,  and  was  followed 
m  the  box  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Brockie,  traveller  to  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  who  said  he  had 
known  Zeifert  in  business  for  about  two  years.  When 
prisoner  opened  his  shop  in  Coldharbour  Lane,  Brixton, 
witness  visited  him  on  business  every  Thursday.  Soon 
after  he  opened  there  Zeifert  told  him  that  he  had,  or 
was  going  to  have,  some  santonin,  explaining  that  he 
had  friends  in  Germany  who  had  contracts  running 
with  E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt.  He  added  that  they 
would  do  prisoner  a  turn  by  allowing  him  to  draw  off 
their  contract,  which  would  show  him  a  profit  if  the 
santonin  were  sold  at  London  wholesale  prices.  Witness's 
reply  was  that  it  was  against  the  rules  of  his  firm  to 
buy  in  this  way,  but  he  would  see  what  he  could  do 
for  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Podmore,  head  goods  receiver  to  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  gave  evidence  to  the  effect 
that  on  May  14  he  received  3  lb.  3  oz.  of  santonin  con- 
signed by  Zeifert.  It  was  invoiced  at  60-s.  per  lb.  Again, 
on  June  24  he  received  from  Darch  &  Co.,  Coldharbour 
Lane,  13  lb.  of  santonin,  invoiced  at  80s.  per  lb.  The 
santonin  in  each  instance  was  wrapped  up  in  paper  and 
was  not  contained  in  bottles. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Neal,  cashier  to  the  same  firm,  spoke  to 
having  on  May  30  sent  a  cheque  to  prisoner  for  9/.  lis.  Zd 
and  another  on  June  29  for  51/. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Boulton,  traveller  to  Messrs.  Boulton,  Macro 
&  Co.,  Stratford,  stated  that  on  June  21  last  he  called 
on  Zeifert,  with  whom  he  had  not  previously  done  busi- 
ness. Zeifert  on  that  occasion  said  :  "I  have  a  parcel 
of  santonin  of  about  4  lb.  If  your  people  will  take  it 
from  me,  I  will  take  it  out  in  goods."  Witness  inquired 
if  it  was  all  right.  Zeifert  replied  that  it  was,  and  that 
it  came  from  a  friend  who  was  an  agent  for  Merck.  He 
mentioned  the  matter  to  his  firm,  who  agreed  to  the 
proposal. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Ramsay,  manager  to  Boulton,  Macro  &  Co., 
produced  invoices  and  other  documents,  showing  that 
on  August  22  last  his  firm  credited  Zeifert  with  16/.  16s. 
for  4  !b.  of  santonin. 


Mr.  W.  Bolelle,  traveller  to  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidges  &  Co.,  stated  that  last  October  he  obtained  a  small 
order  from  Zeifert,  who  said  that  he  had  a  small 
parcel  of  santonin  he  wished  to  dispose  of.  Witness  in- 
quired where  he  had  got  it,  and  Zeifert  replied  that  he 
had  a  contract  with  friends  in  Germany,  who  obtained 
it  from  Merck.  Witness  added  that  his  firm  bought 
santonin  from  Zeifert  on  two  or  three  occasions. 

Mr.  Willie  Wace,  accountant  to  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidges  &  Co.,  produced  cheques  made  payable  to  and 
endorsed  by  Zeifert  in  payment  of  santonin.  The 
amounts  were  for  15/.  19s.  8d.,  40/.  10s.,  8/.  14s.  4c/., 
and  46/.  15s.  The  total  sum  paid  by  his  firm  to  Zeifert 
was  45/.  15s. 

The  Stipendiary  committed  all  the  prisoners  to  the  next 
London  Sessions  for  trial.  Clay  and  Foster  were  released: 
on  bail,  the  former  on  one  surety  of  50/.,  or  two  of  25/. 
each,  and  the  latter  on  a  surety  of  25/. 

Poisonings. 

Two  deaths  consequent  upon  taking  poison  have  been 
the  subject  of  inquiry  during  the  week.  Prussic  Acid 
was  the  agent  used  by  Edwin  Faulkner  (62),  veterinary 
surgeon,  Manchester,  for  purposes  of  self-destruction. 
Alice  Ellen  Scott  committed  suicide  at  St.  Pancras, 
London,  N.W.,  by  taking  Spirit  of  Salt;  the  poison  was; 
bought  at  an  oilman's  shon. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  following  are  the  successful  candidates  at  the  recent- 
examinations  held  in  Dublin. 

Pharmaceutical  License  Examination. — Michael  Ken- 
nedy, Castlemahon,  co.  Limerick,  and  Thomas  Veale,. 
Newcastle  West,  co.  Limerick,  passed  with  honours.  The 
following  also  passed  :  Zelick  Green,  Dublin ;  William' 
Murphy,  Dublin;  John  Michael  O'Sullivan,  Athea,  co. 
Limerick;  Michael  Stack,  Moyessa,  Listowel,  co.  Kerry;. 
James  Louden,  registered  druggist,  Donaghadee,  co. 
Dowrr ;  Thomas  Montagu,  Belfast ;  James  Timothy 
O'Sullivarr,  registered  druggist,  Cork ;  William  John- 
Wade,  registered  druggist,  Oldcastle,  co.  Meath ;  Daniel 
John  Stapleton,  Callan,  co.  Kilkenny.  Fifteen  candidates 
were  rejected. 

Registered  Druggist  Examination.- — James  Behan,  Ennis, 
co.  Clare  ;  William  Alfred  Gray,  Dublin  ;  Sydney  Marshall' 
Keith,  Belfast ;  and  James  McDowell,  Belfast,  passed. 
Seven  candidates  were  rejected. 

Brevities. 

Mr.  Augustine  Henry,  F.L.S.,  has  been  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Forestry  in  the  Royal  College  of  Science, 
Dublin.  For  some  time  Air.  Henry  has  held  a  similar 
position  in  Cambridge. 

At  Ballymena  Petty  Sessions  on  April  11.  James 
Acheson,  assistant  to  Messrs.  Bonnar  &  Henderson,  Ltd.,. 
summoned  a  man  named  William  Shaw,  a  customer  in  the- 
shop,  for  assault.  Defendant  was  fined  2s.  bd.,  with  7s.  6c/. 
costs. 

Among  the  successful  candidates  at  the  Final  examina- 
tions for  L.R.C.P.&S.E.  and  L.F.P.S.G.-,  held  in  Edin- 
burgh recently,  were  Mr.  James  A.  Whitla,  nephew 
of  Sir  William  Whitla,  Belfast,  and  Dr.  M.  R.  Whitla,. 
Monaghan,  both  of  whom  are  licentiates  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

The  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  has  adopted  the  re- 
vised scheme  of  salaries  for  their  dispensers,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Finance  Committee  (C.  &•  D.,  March  29r 
index  folio  475).  The  salary  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ritchie,  dis- 
penser at  the  Romford  Street  Dispensary,  for  discharging 
duties  at  the  Springfield  Road  Dispensary,  was  fixed  at 
55/.  per  annum. 

A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  Mr.  W.  McConnell, 
registered  druggist,  Ormeau  Road,  Belfast,  and  Bushmills, 
co.  Antrim,  was  held  in  Belfast  on  April  11.  Mr. 
McConnell  attributed  his  difficulties  to  opening  the  Belfast 
establishment,    but    his  offer  for    20s.    in   the  pound, 
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payable  in  three,  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  the  last  two 
payments  being  secured  by  his  father,  was  unanimously 
accepted. 

Guardians  and  Drug  Contracts. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  given  its  sanction  to 
the  contract  for  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  being  given  to  the  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Co. 
by  the  Millstreet  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  ground  of 
convenience,  though  this  firm's  tender  was  not  the  lowest. 

The  Dublin  Industrial  Development  Association  has  com- 
municated with  the  Navan  Board  of  Guardians  with  refer- 
ence to  the  acceptance  of  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Sumner  & 
Co.,  Liverpool,  for  medical  and  surgical  appliances.  The 
Association  asks  the  Guardians  to  give  preference  in  future 
to  Irish  firms. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  intimated  to  the  Cork 
Board  of  Guardians  that  the  contract  for  medical  and 
surgical  appliances  should  have  been  given  to  Messrs. 
Fannin  &  Co.,  Dublin,  who  offered  the  best  terms,  and 
requesting  the  Guardians  to  adopt  this  course.  It  was 
proposed  they  ask  the  Local  Government  Board  to  allow 
the  Guardians  to  purchase  supplies  in  Cork  on  the  ground 
of  convenience. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  intimated  to  the 
Corrofin  Union  that  the  contract  for  medicines  should 
have  been  given  to  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  the 
firm  which  offered  the  best  terms ;  otherwise  recoupment 
could  not  be  allowed.  The  Clerk  said  they  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  at  17g  per  cent,  on 
the  ground  of  convenience,  but  Messrs.  Sumner  offered 
25  per  cent,  discount.  The  Local  Government  Board  is 
to  be  asked  to  sanction  the  contract  on  the  score  of  con- 
venience. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending1  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  April  12  in  the  warehouse 
of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  The  Esplanade, 
Aberdeen.    The  damage  done  was  not  serious. 

Mr.  A.  Scott  Dodd,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Edinburgh, 
has  been  appointed  public  analyst  for  Fort  William,  as 
successor  to  Mr.  J.  Falconer  King,  resigned.  Mr.  Dodd 
has  been  associated  with  Mr.  King. 

At  Blairgowrie  Licensing  Court  this  week  it  was  alleged 
that  one  in  every  three  ' '  drunks  ' '  during  the  berry- 
picking  season  is  under  the  influence  of  methylated  spirit. 
The  Clerk  was  instructed  to  write  to  chemists  and  others 
to  discover  if  the  drinking  of  the  spirit  is  prevalent. 
Fife. 

The  Kelty  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. ,  is  to  open  a 
drug-store  in  the  village. 

Messrs.  Willox  &  Co.,  Ladybank,  are  disposing  of 
their  drug  and  stationery  business. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  having  confirmed  the  order 
for  closing  from  1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  all  shops  in  Dun- 
fermline in  which  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  are  sold,  the  chemists  of  the  town  have  issued 
a  circular  to  the  medical  profession  in  which  the  following 
statement  is  made  : 

As  our  shops  will  be  closed  for  the  day  at  one  o'clock 
until  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  we  desire  your  kindly 
help  and  co-operation  in  this  matter.  Only  in  cases  of 
serious  illness  can  we  enter  our  shops  to  dispense  urgent 
prescriptions,  but  wherever  medicine  is  urgently  required 
a  prescription  so  marked  will  receive  attention,  but  these 
can  only  be  dispensed  with  shut  doors.  We  trust  the  same 
kindly  and  cordial  relations  that  have  existed  so  long 
between  us  will  be  'maintained. 

Edinburgh. 

The  end  of  the  first  quarter's  Insurance  dispensing  finds 
pharmacists  with  well  over  500  scripts  on  the  average, 
and  the  average  price  per  prescription  seems  now  to  be 
working  out  at  a  higher  rate  than  was  at  first  anticipated. 
In  one  instance  the  mean  has  been  discovered  to  be  a 
fraction  over  l^d. 


Leith  Burgh  Insurance  Committee  received  the  foil  aw- 
ing reply  from  a  chemist  who  had  been  asked  to  render 
his  account  :  "Thanks  be  to  God,  I  have  no  account 
against  the  Leith  Burgh  Insurance  Committee."  "  That 
is  a  humorous  chemist,  anyway,"  said  the  Chairman  at 
the  Committee's  meeting  last  week. 

The  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club  opened  the  season 
with  a  match  between  the  Captain  (Mr.  A.  J.  Clark)  and 
the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  George  Baxter)  over  Duddingston 
Golf  Course.  The  Secretary  won  by  four  matches.  The 
Spring  Competition  will  be  held  over  the  Dunbar  Golf 
Course  on  Monday,  April  21.  The  party  will  leave  the 
Waverley  Station  at  7.45  a.m.  Beturn  tickets  3s.  Zd., 
to  be  had  only  from  the  Secretary  on  the  platform. 
A  New  Golfing  Trophy. 

Mr.  D.  Rainy  Brown,  of  Messrs.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  & 
Co.,  Edinburgh,  has  presented  a  handsome  silver  challenge 
trophy  for  competition  annually  between  golfers  repre- 
senting the  drug-trade  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.  Some 
years  ago  an  annual  match  used  to  be  played  between  the 
cities,  but  it  lapsed,  and  the  presentation  of  the  "  D.  Rainy 
Brown  Challenge  Trophy,"  judging  from  the  enthusiastic 
reception  the  fixture  proposal  has  been  accorded,  bids  fair 
to  revive  the  interest  of  trade  players  in  the  meeting. 
Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  and  the  Hon.  Secretaries  of  the  Phar- 
macy Athletic  Club  and  the  Chemists'  Golf  Club  of  Edin- 
burgh convened  a  meeting  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  April  16,  when  details  of  the  com- 
petition were  to  be  discussed  and  settled.  It  is  expected 
that  the  first  match  will  be  played  early  next  month  on  an 
Edinburgh  course. 

Glasgow  and  the  "West. 

The  co-partnership  of  Dawson  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
druggists,  602  Great  Eastern  Road,  Parkhead,  Glasgow, 
of  which  Mr.  D.  Young  and  Mr.  J.  Dawson  were  the 
sole  partners,  has  been  dissolved  as  at  April  11. 

Dr.  J.  Lindsay  has  written  in  sceptical  mood  to  the 
"Herald"  about  the  Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee's declarations  regarding  the  quality  of  Insurance 
drugs.  Mr.  G.  Shiach  Kitchin  replied  to  his  remarks  in 
characteristic  style. 

Mr.  Arthur  McKellar,  Ph.C,  who  succeeded  to  the  late 
Mr.  Alexander  Kinnimont's  business  and  connection, 
leaves  Glasgow  orr  April  21  with  Mrs.  McKellar  and  their 
two  sons  for  Liverpool,  whence  they  sail  on  AprU  23  for 
Australia.  Sydney  is  their  destination,  but  Mr.  McKellar 
hopes  to  call  at  Adelaide  and  Melbourne  en  route. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent) 


Pharmacy  Pots. — The  newly  formed  Society  of  the 
History  of  Pharmacy  which  M.  Charles  Buchet  has 
organised  (C.  &  D.,  March  1,  index  folio  326)  is  nego- 
tiating for  the  purchase  of  the  Reber  collection-  of  phar- 
macy pots.  These  pots,  which  were  described  in  the 
C.  &  D.,  lxxiii.,  164,  are  the  finest  collection  in  the  world, 
their  acquisition  having  occupied  many  years.  At  present 
they  are  at  M.  Reber 's  house  in  Geneva. 

Jetons  de  Presence. — Communications  presented 
verbally  and  officially  to  the  Academies  of  Medicine  and 
Science  are  often  more  intelligible  when  read  in  a  printed 
report  than  they  are  to  listen  to.  The  meetings  of  the 
Academies  being  public,  it  is  possible  to  assist  at  these 
interesting  gatherings,  and  the  French  system  of  "  jetons 
de  presence  "  (payment  for  attendance)  usually  secures  a 
fairly  complete  gathering  of  famous  savants.  The  spec- 
tacle is  consequently  curious  enough  to  attract  a  stranger. 
But  presence  is  one  thing  and  hearing  is  another.  Unless 
some  striking  new  discovery  is  being  divulged,  or  an  elec- 
tion going  on,  the  attention  of  those  present  is  of  a  most 
perfunctory  character,  and  the  buzz  of  conversation  effec- 
tually covers  the  voice  of  a  poor  speaker — I  could  never 
hear  a  word  of  what  the  famous  Berthelot  read  out  during 
his  long  term  as  perpetual  Secretary.  The  members,  like 
the  public,  rely  on  the  printed  report  for  the  details  of 
their  confrere's  communication,  and  the  Academy  is,  after 
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all,  "  le  dernier  Salon  ou  Ton  cause."  This  disposition 
was  especially  evident  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Academy 
of  Medicine.  Dr.  Lermoyez  read  a  long  report  on  the 
•demands  presented  during  the  last  twelvemonth  for  per- 
mission to  employ  and  sell  secret  remedies.  These 
periodical  papers  are  of  special  interest,  but  if  any  of  his 
•colleagues  heard  his  remarks  (which  is  doubtful),  the 
reporters  certainly  failed  to  do  so.  One  of  the  most  com- 
petent and  experienced  was  fain  to  limit  his  notice  of 
"this  feature  of  the  sitting  to  a  protest  against  a  practice, 
•sociable  and  pleasant  enough  in  its  way,  but  in  this  case 
decidedly  exaggerated. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
The  Chemist  and   Druggist "   is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 

The  Union. 

Sheep-dipping. — On  April  1,  General  Botha  detailed 
-in  the  Union  House  of  Assembly  the  results  of  experi- 
ments of  sheep-dipping  with  various  dyes.  He  declared 
tthat  the  Government  had  evidence  that  for  wool-dyeing 
the  best  colours  came  from  South  Africa.  That  had  been 
*the  case  for  twenty-five  years,  and  the  Government  saw  no 
cause  to  withdraw  the  recommendation  to  use  lime  and 
.sulphur  or  caustic  soda  and  sulphur  for  dipping. 

Cape  Province. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  Cape  Province. — A 
•meeting  of  the  Council  of  this  Society  was  held  at  the 
Society's  room,  65  Hout  Street,  Cape  Town,  on  March  20, 
with  Mr.  J.  Sowden,  the  newly  elected  President,  in  the 
chair.  The  usual  routine  work  having  been  gone  through, 
■committees  were  appointed  as  follows  : 

Union  Committee  :  The  whole  Council. 

Finance  Committee  :  Messrs.  Froembling,  Dell,  and 
Spruce. 

Customs  Committee :  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Patterson,  and 
'Petrie. 

School  Committee  :  Messrs.  Froembling,  Cleghorn,  and 
Spruce. 

Press  Committee  :  Messrs.  Patterson,  Spruce,  and 
Troembling. 

Mr.  J.  Austin  Thomas,  J.P  (Vice-President),  gave  such 
an  Interesting  account  of  his  recent  trip  to  England  that 
5he  was  asked  to  repeat  it  at  the  next  general  meeting. 

Natal. 

Opium  Permits. — A  Government  notice  announces  that 
application  for  permits  to  import  opium  into  Natal  must 
in  future  be  made  to  the  assistant  medical  officer  of 
foealth  for  the  Union,  Point,  Durban. 

Orange  Free  State. 

Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Council. — At  the  March 
meeting,  Mr.  S.  S.  Hewitt,  pharmaceutical  member,  being- 
one  of  those  present,  Mr.  Westlake's  resignation  was 
accepted  with  regret.  He  was  an  elected  pharmaceutical 
■member,  and  has  left  Bloemfontein  for  Montagu,  Cape 
Province.  As  all  the  members  vacate  office  in  July  next, 
■the  vacancy  will  not  be  filled  until  then.  Consequent  upon 
-an  application  the  Council  resolved  to  institute  inquiries  as 
"to  the  sixth  standard  at  a  Natal  Government  school  and 
■the  junior  certificate  in  Latin.  The  pharmaceutical  mem- 
bers will,  when  the  information  is  obtained,  decide  whether 
or  not  these  are  suitable  for  registration  purposes.  The 
'following  registrations  were  confirmed  :  Arthur  James 
Sutherland  (chemist  and  druggist,  G.B.,  1903),  Arthur 
Anderson  Bones  (chemist  and  druggist,  G.B.,  1890),  Gerard 
Heald  (chemist  and  druggist,  G.B.,  1900),  and  Hugh  Jones 
<chemist  and  druggist,  G.B.,  1903),  as  chemists  and 
■druggists. 

The  Illness  of  the  Pope  has  led  to  a  photograph  of  the 
interior  of  the  dispensary  at 1  the  "Vatican,  Rome,  being 
reproduced  in  several  daily  papers.  A  similar  engrav- 
ing appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  February  29, 
1908,  p.  333. 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 

Mr.  L.  M.  Ewen,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  the  Inter- 
national Dispensary,  Singapore,  has  been  fined  $250  for 
selling  cocaine  to  Madame  Fambon,  an  unregistered 
dentist. 

Personal. — Mr.  Arthur  Hanson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
and  one  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  staff  at 
Shanghai,  has  been  presented  by  Sir  Everard  Fraser, 
H.M.  Consul-General,  with  the  Boyal  Albert  Medal  for 
conspicuous  bravery,  under  circumstances  reported  in  the 
C.  tfc  D.  of  January  6,  1912,  index  folio  5. 

The  Colombo  Pharmacy  Co.,  Ltd.,  has  been  formed, 
with  a  nominal  capital  of  Rs.  250,000,  divided  into  25,000 
shares  of  Rs.  10  each,  to  purchase  the  City  Dispensary,  of 
Pettah  and  Union  Place,  and  the  I.C.  Drug-stores,  Bam- 
balapitiya.  The  first  directors  are  Drs.  H.  G.  Thomasz 
and  David  Rockwood,  and  W.  A.  Speldewinde,  C.  De 
Vos,  P.  G.  Cooke,  and  H.  L.  de  Mel. 

Lieutenant  Stanley  Preston,  of  the  1st  Battalion 
Middlesex  Regiment  (Duke  of  Cambridge's  Own),  younger 
son  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Alfred  C.  Preston,  V.D.,  who  was 
quietly  married  at  Aden  on  January  27  to  Miss  Amy  Sells, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  H.  Sells,  M.A.,  and  Mrs. 
Sells,  of  Darjeeling,  was  telegraphed  for  on  his  honeymoon 
in  India  to  take  up  the  Adjutancy  of  the  Calcutta  Volun- 
teers, which  are  commanded  bv  Colonel  the  Honble.  W.  T. 
Grier,  V.D.,  F.C.S.,  head  of  the  firm  of  Smith,  Stanistreet 
&  Co. ,  chemists,  Calcutta.  ' 

Sandalwood  in  Coorg. — The  British  Resident  in 
Mysore,  in  his  annual  report  of  the  administration  for 
1911-12,  states  that  the  production  of  sandalwood  is 
steadily  decreasing,  consequent  on  spike  disease  and  the 
invasion  of  that  pestilent  plant,  the  lantana.  It  is  believed 
that  there  is  an  intimate  relationship  between  the  spike 
ailment  and  lantana  fires.  On  account  of  the  lantana  lakhs 
of  prospective  revenue  are  being  lost.  Introduced  into 
the  province  forty-six  years  ago,  it  has  become  such  a 
menace  to  the  eastern  forests  in  Coorg  that  either  the 
former  must  be  allowed  to  kill  out  the  latter  or  be  itself 
rooted  out  and  exterminated.  The  Inspector-General  of 
Forests  paid  a  special  visit  during  the  year,  and  said  the 
lantana  must  be  got  rid  of. 

Excise  Drugs  in  Bengal. — In  the  course  of  the  report 
on  the  administration  of  the  Excise  Department  in  the 
Bengal  Presidency  for  1911-12,  it  is  stated  that  Messrs. 
I).  Waldie  &  Co.,  of  Konnagar  Distillery,  were  permitted 
during  the  year  to  export  by  sea,  direct  from  bond, 
medicinal  preparations  containing  alcohol  manufactured 
at  their  laboratory  at  Konnagar.  A  total  quantity  of 
2,525  l.p.  gals,  rectified  spirit  was  issued  at  Calcutta  to 
wholesale  chemists  and  druggists  for  the  manufacture  of 
medicines,  chemicals,  or  drugs  on  payment  of  duty  at  the 
reduced  rate  of  Rs.  7.13  per  gal. ;  the  quantity  of  spirit 
issued  at  this  privileged  rate  for  the  manufacture  of 
tinctures  by  Messrs.  D.  Waldie  &  Co.  was  1,304  l.p.  gals. 
The  total  quantity  of  denatured  spirit  passed  out  was 
190,374  gals.,  against  190,446  gals,  in  the  previous  year. 
Java  spirit  practically  rules  the  Bengal  market.  Russia 
placed  a  small  quantity  (690  gals.)  on  the  market  for  the 
first  time.  Denaturation  of  spirit  was  carried  out  at  the 
Asansol  Distillery  by  the  admixture  with  over-proof  spirit 
of  the  new  denaturants — viz.,  light  caoutchoucin  and 
pyridine  bases.  The  new  ingredients  came  into  use  in  the 
Calcutta  Custom-house  from  September  8,  1911,  and  no 
difficulty  has  arisen  nor  complaint  been  made  about  their 
use ;  426  gross  gals,  of  spirit  denatured  with  wood-naphtha 
and  benzol  was  issued  for  the  manufacture  of  transparent 
soap  to  two  soap-factories  in  Calcutta,  which  held  special 
licences.  Special  permission  was  given  to  Messrs.  D. 
Waldie  &  Co.  to  redistil  220  gals,  s.v.m.  for  preparation  by 
the  East  Indian  Railway  Co.  of  white  varnish  required  for 
H.I.M.  the  King-Emperor.  Other  paragraphs  in  the 
report  deal  with  hemp,  drugs,  opium,  cocaine,  novocaine, 
etc.  In  Calcutta  thirteen  .separate  licences  were  issued  for 
rovocaine,  eucaine,  beta-eucaine,  and  holocaine;  while  275 
licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  or  possession  of  cocaine, 
as  compared  with  281  in  1910-11. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Table-jelly  containing  0.1  per  cent,  of  salicylic  acid 
led  to  a  Bristol  grocer  being  summoned,  and  he  was  ordered 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  Court. 

Baking-powder. -  The  India  and  China  Tea  Co.  were 
recently  summoned  at  Blackwood  (Mon.)  for  selling  baking- 
powder  which  yielded  only  1.56  per  cent,  of  carbonic  acid, 
the  prosecution  alleging  that  10  per  cent,  is  about  the 
average  quantity.  Mr.  George  R.  Thompson,  F.I.C., 
county  analyst,  admitted,  in  reply  to  Mr.  F.  P.  Charles, 
who  defended,  that  baking-powder  is  liable  to  decomposi- 
tion by  coming  into  contact  with  a  damp  atmosphere,  but 
he  commenced  his  analysis  on  the  tlay  he  received  the 
sample,  and  he  did  not  consider  there  was  any  possibility 
of  deterioration  having  taken  place  between  the  purchase 
and  his  analysis.  Moreover,  the  powder  contained  only 
3  per  cent,  of  sodium  bicarbonate,  instead  of  18  to  21  per 
cent.,  which  is  usually  present.  Mr.  Charles,  in  the  course 
of  his  address  to  the  Magistrates,  submitted  that  the  certifi- 
cate of  analysis  put  in  was  bad,  in  so  far  as,  the  article 
being  one  liable  to  decomposition,  it  did  not  state  whether 
or  not  any  change  or  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
constitution  of  the  article  which  would  interfere  with  the 
analysis.  Mr.  Mackie,  for  the  prosecution,  replied  that 
baking-powder  is  not  subject  to  spontaneous  decomposition, 
although  it  is  liable  to  deterioration.  In  the  result  the 
Magistrates  dismissed  the  summons,  and  agreed  to  state  a 
case. — The  same  course  was  followed  in  a  summons  against 
W.  G.  Crabb,  a  Rogerstone  grocer,  who  had  sold  powder 
which  yielded  1.58  per  cent,  only  of  carbonic-acid  gas. 

A  Milk-sugar  Contract.— Before  the  Recorder  (Sir 
Forrest  Fulton,  K.C.),  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  London, 
on  April  14,  Messrs.  Chas.  Zimmermann  &  Co.  sued 
Prideaux's  Pure  Casein  and  Life  Food  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
damages  for  alleged  breach  of  contract.  Mr.  Heber  Hart, 
for  the  plaintiffs,  stated  that  the  claim  was  for  breach 
of  contract  in  respect  of  an  order  for  sugar  of  milk.  The 
defendants  raised  the  plea  that  there  was  no  contract,  that 
the  plaintiffs  were  not  ready  to  deliver  at  the  time  referred 
to  in  the  particulars,  and  that  there  was  no  damage.  On 
November  6,  1911,  the  defendants  wrote  to  the  plaintiffs 
asking  them  to  quote  for  1  ton  of  sugar-of-milk  powder, 
to  be  delivered  during  the  ensuing  month,  and  a  further 
ton  in  the  following  May.  The  plaintiffs  replied,  quoting  95s. 
per  cwt.  in  2-cwt.  cases  free,  but  stated  that  they  were  not  in 
a  position  to  book  so  far  forward  for  further  quantities  as 
the  defendants  wished.  On  November  10  the  defendants 
wrote  asking  the  plaintiffs  to  book  them  1  ton  of  sugar- 
of-milk  powder,  B.P.,  at  95s.  per  cwt.  net,  in  2-cwt.  cases, 
to  be  delivered  as  required,  from  then  until  the  end  of  April 
1912.  On  November  13  the  plaintiffs  wrote  a  letter  in  which 
they  said  :  "  Although,  considering  the  present  state  of  the 
market,  we  are  not  at  all  keen  on  booking  so  far  ahead  as 
April  1912,  we  have,  however,  decided,  in  order  to  meet 
you,  to  book  the  quantity."  They  also  asked  the  defen- 
dants if  they  could  see  their  way  to  accept  delivery  in 
5-ton  lots.  Counsel  urged  that  this  correspondence 
clearly  showed  definite  acceptance  of  the  order,  and  that 
there  was  a  binding  contract.  Subsequently,  counsel  added, 
the  defendants  repudiated  the  alleged  order,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  present  action  was  brought.  Mr.  Wm.  Boltz 
was  called  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  corroborated  counsel's 
statement.  Witness  said  that  the  quantity  ordered  had  been 
booked,  and  his  firm  had  always  been  ready  and  willing 
to  deliver  the  powder  according  to  the  arrangement.  The 
price  at  the  time  the  order  was  given  was  about  95s.,  but 
it  subsequently  dropped  to  63s.,  and  the  damages  worked 
out  at  32/.  Cross-examined,  witness  insisted  that  his  firm 
were  always  ready  to  supply  the  powder.  Mr.  S.  Darling, 
for  the  defendants,  called  Mr.  Chas.  Prideaux,  managing 
director  of  the  defendant  company,  and  subsequently 
addressed  the  Court,  urging  that  no  definite  contract' 
existed,  and  that  the  defendants  had  acted  within  their 
rights  in  what  they  had  done.  The  jury  eventually  found 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  31/. 


Shops  Act,  1912. 

Is  Honey  Perishable  ? 
The  London  County  Council  prosecuted  Welford's 
Surrey  Dairies,  Ltd.,  under  Section  4  of  the  Act,  for  not 
closing  their  shop  at  Wandsworth  on  the  half-holiday. 
The  defence  was  that  the  business  came  within  the  Second 
Schedule  entry  as  to  exempted  trades — namely,  the  sale 
of  meat,  fish,  milk,  cream,  bread,  confectionery,  fruit, 


vegetables,  flowers,  and  other  articles  of  a  perishable- 
nature— they  having  specially  in  view  butter  as  a  perish- 
able article  and  honey  as  confectionery.  The  Magistrates 
dismissed  the  summons,  and  the  London  County  Council 
appealed  to  a  King's  Bench  Divisional  Court,  which  on 
April  11  allowed  the  appeal.  The  Magistrates'  decision 
holding  that  butter  and  honey  are  perishable  was  dis- 
missed with  regard  to  the  butter,  and  the  case  was  sent  back 
to  the  Magistrates  to  convict  the  respondents  with  regard, 
to  the  sale  of  honey  during  the  half-holiday  closing  hours. 
This  was  by  a  majority,  Mr.  Justice  Ridley  holding  that- 
butter  and  honey  are  perishable,  while  Justices  Pickfcrd 
and  Avory  held  that  butter  is,  but  that  honey  is  not. 
The  Court  also  said  incidentally  that  honey  is  not  con- 
fectionery within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  any  more  than, 
a  lady's  hat. 

Sale  of  Medicines. 

At  Bo'ness  Police  Court  last  week,  Christina  Muir,  con- 
fectioner, Grangepans,  was  charged  with  selling  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  being  the  weekly  half-holiday,  a  penny 
packet  of  headache  powder  in  contravention  of  a  Closing 
Order  under  the  Act.  The  Procurator  Fiscal  said  the- 
prosecution  was  brought  as  a  warning,  and  the  Magistrates 
dismissed  the  accused  without  imposing  a  penalty. 

In  the  Burgh  Police  Court  at  Edinburgh  on  April  14, 
George  Graham  Davidson,  chemist  and  druggist,  1  Eari: 
Grey  Street,  Edinburgh,  was  charged  with  having  failed 
to  close  his  shop  for  the  serving  of  customers  on  Wednes- 
day, March  19,  contrary  to  the  Edinburgh  Sale  of  Medi- 
cines and  Medical  and  Surgical  Appliances  Shops  Act 
Order  and  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  whereby  he  was  liable  to- 
a  penalty  of  11.  The  accused  admitted  the  offence,  and 
explained  that  he  had  had  some  difficulty  in  carrying  outr 
the  provisions  of  the  Order,  but  he  would  undertake  in» 
the  future  to  comply  with  its  terms.  His  assistants  had' 
direct  orders  that  the  shop  was  only  kept  open  for  the 
sale  _  of  urgently  required  medicines  and  medical  and' 
surgical  appliances.  Notices  were  posted  in  his  shop, 
calling  customers'  attention  to  the  faot.  As  the  result  of 
his  precautions,  his  drawings  had  gone  down  to  about 
one-third  of  what  they  were  previously.  Mr.  Somerville, 
the  prosecutor,  mentioned  that  the  Order  had  been  issued.: 
by  the  Town  Council  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  on  February  17.  Information  reached  the  Shops 
Act  inspector  that  the  accused  was  not  complying  with 
the  terms  of  the  Act,  and  the  shop  was  watched,  with- 
the  result  that  on  the  evening  complained  of,  parties  were- 
seen  going  into  the  shop  and  being  supplied  with  various 
articles.  It  was  found  that  a  box  of  sulphur  ointment,  a 
cake  of  soap,  a  menthol  cone,  and  twopennyworth  of 
chlorodyne  lozenges  were  sold,  and  these  hardly  came  under 
the  category  of  "urgent  medicines."  Bailie  Rose,  the- 
presiding  Magistrate,  in  imposing  a  penalty  of  10s.,  said  it' 
was  unfair  that  the  accused  should  supply  articles  when 
the  other  shops  were  shut.  They  had  the  same  difficulties 
to  contend  with  as  the  accused  had.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  undertaken  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the- 
Order  in  future,  he  imposed  a  small  fine  only. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORT. 


Be  Alfred  Henry  Cartwrlght,  trading  as  "  Deans,"" 
104  Snargate  Street  and  52  Biggin  Street,  Dover,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. — The  statement  of  accounts  and  the  Official 
Receiver's  report  in  this  matter  have  been  filed.  The  un- 
secured liabilities  amount  to  1,020/.  10s.  lid.,  and  the  assets- 
are  estimated  to  produce  (net)  660/.  7s.  lid.,  showing  a 
deficiency  of  360/.  3s.  The  debtor  states  that  want  of  capital' 
and  general  depression  in  trade  are  the  cause  of  failure. 
In  the  course  of  his  report  the  Official  Receiver  states  that 
the  debtor  purchased  the  business  of  "  Deans,"  104  Snar- 
gate Street,  Dover,  in  May  1904  for  650/.  He  had  no  capital' 
of  his  own,  but  of  the  purchase  price  he  got  550/.  on  loan 
from  his  father  (to  whom  about  500/.  is  still  due),  and  100/. 
by  selling  certain  furniture.  The  debtor  resided  at  the 
premises,  and  continued  the  business  in  the  name  of 
"  Deans,"  but  states  that  he  soon  found  out  that  he  had' 
paid  too  much  for  the  business.  In  December  1906  he  pur- 
chased the  business  at  52  Biggin  Street  for  400/.,  paying  by 
instalments  of  50/.  a  year ;  100/.  is  still  due,  but  is  secured' 
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by  a  charge  on  two  life  policies.  The  debtor  paid  his  trade 
accounts  regularly  up  to  a  year  ago,  but  for  several  years 
had  suffered  from  general  depression  in  trade  and  want 
of  capital.  He  states  that  his  wife,  who  claims  the  furni- 
ture, and  is  interested  in  a  dental  business  carried  on  by 
her  at  104  Snargato  Street,  has  assisted  him  financially 
from  time  to  time.  He  has  kept  cash  books,  day  books,  anil 
ledgers,  but  they  have  not  been  balanced  for  some  time, 
and  he  has  known  for  some  years,  in  view  of  his  father's 
claim,  that  he  was  insolvent,  but  he  hoped  in  time  to 
retrieve  his  position. 


DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Franklin,  Gerald  Alfred,  86  High  Street  and  3  Beach- 
icroft  Avenue,  Southall,  Middlesex,  Pharmacist.— Trustee, 
G.  E.  Corfield,  Balfour  House,  Finsbury  Pavement,  E.C 
Dated,  April  7;  filed,  April  14.  Liabilities  unsecured,  324/. , 
-estimated  net  assets,  127/.  The  creditors  include :  Sangers, 
London  (15/.);  W.  Franklin,  Fareham  (20/.);  Mrs.  L. 
Franklin,  Kowloon,  Hong-Kong  (50/.) ;  A.  T.  McKenzie 
Northampton  (122/.). 

Parker,  Richard  William,  trading  as  T.  Parker  & 
Son,  48  b  ishergate,  and  residing  at  4  Stanley  Place,  Preston, 
Chemist  —Trustee  :  P.  S.  Booth,  2  Bixtith  Street,  Liverpool. 
Dated,  April  4 ;  filed,  April  8.  Liabilities  unsecured,  409/  • 
estimated  net  assets,  458/.  The  creditors  include :  Buiwoyne 
&  Co.  (16/.);  Wigglesworth  &  Co.,  Bolton  (17/.);  J.  Thomp- 
Ly-'  Llv«rP°o1  (72/.);  Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool 
(10/.);  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (22/)- 
bchweppes,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (45/.) ;  Avrton,  Saunders  &  Co  , 
Ltd.,  Liverpool  (17/.)  ;  Bleasdale,  Ltd.,  York  (14/ ) 

Roberts,  Hugh  Pierce,  3  Denbigh  Street.  Llanrwst, 
'Denbigh,  Chemist.— Trustee :  S.  M.  Hughes,  41  North  John 
Street,  Liverpool.  Dated,  Aoril  3;  filed,  April  10.  Liabili- 
ties unsecured,  198/. ;  estimated  net  assets,  43/.  Among  the 
/olr?*0^  are :  Soudan  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  Birmingham 
Jivans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (34/)- 
-and  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (22/.). 

Trust  Deed. 
John  Heron,  584  Cathcart  Road,  Glasgow,  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  has  granted  a  trust-deed  on  behalf  of  his  creditors 
in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  D.  Fraser,  C.A.,  234  West  George 
btreet,  Glasgow.  The  statement  of  affairs  shows  a  de- 
ficiency of  700/.,  equal  to  a  dividend  of  nearly  6s.  per  pound, 
subject  to  realisation.  The  liabilities  amount  to  about  960/' 
Mr.  Fraser  has  been  instructed  to  realise  the  business,  and  a 
committee  of  advice  is  to  act  along  with  him. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 

New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning-  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Lax  &  Shaw,  Ltd.  (P.C.).--Capital  30.000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  glass  bottle  and  stopper 
manufacturers,  etc. 

Chox,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  recipe  for  "Chox,"  and  to  carry  on  the 
-business  of  chemists,  etc.  The  first  directors  are  J.  Menzies 
and  E.  J.  Hayman. 

Rileys,  Chemists,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  200/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
opticians,  etc.  H.  E.  Riley,  drug  merchant,  is  first  director. 
R.O.,  59  Lichfield  Road,  Aston,  Birmingham. 

British  Dental  Supply  and  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd 
(P.C.).— Capital  2,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  take 
•over  the  business  of  J.  M.  Rosen  ("  British  Dental  Manu- 
facturing Co.").  56  Berners  Street,  London.  First  directors: 
B.  Rosen  and  J.  M.  Rosen. 

Barlows,  Chemists,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  200/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  opticians,  drysalters,  teeth  extractors  and  adap- 
tors, etc.  Mrs.  G.  Barlow  is  the  first  director.  R  O  , 
7  Halesowen  Street,  Blackheath,  Staffs. 

°-  H  N.  Gases,  Ltd.  (P.O.). — Capital  20,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  certain  patents  in  the  UK. 
granted  to  Professor  R.  P.  Pictet.  First  directors-  J  Bur- 
gess J  Hemming,  A.  E.  Jenks,  and  T.  A.  Smith.  R.O., 
.-Charles  Street  Works,  Walsall. 

.  John  Pickering  &  Sons,  Ltd.— Capital  10,000/.,  in  11 
■shares.    Objects:   To  take  over  as  from  January  1,  1913, 


the  business  of  soap,  candle,  and  glycerin  manufacturers 
formerly  carried  on  by  John  Pickering  &  Sons  at  Pershore 
Street  and  Bissell  Street,  Birmingham,  and  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  F.  &  J.  Pickering.  The  first  directors  are 
F.  Pickering  and  J.  Pickering. 


Company  News. 

Parke's  Drug-stores,  Ltd.,  announce  the  payment  of  the 
interim  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  for  the  half-year 
ended  March  31,  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent',  per  annum,  less 
income-tax. 

Companies'  Register. — By  notice  gazetted  on  March  11, 
the  following  joint  stock  companies  have  been  struck  off 
the  register  at  Somerset  House ;  Atlas  Soap,  Oil,  and  Chemi- 
cal Co.,  Ltd. ;  Capsuloid  Co.,  Ltd. ;  Economic  Oxygen  Co., 
Ltd.;  La  "  Carboniquo  Pur,"  Ltd.;  Midland  Chemical 
Works,  Ltd. ;  Nozon  Medicated  Air  Co.,  Ltd. ;  Phatolene 
Co.,  Ltd.;  Safety  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.;  Wallsend  Drug  Co., 
Ltd. 

National  Drug  and  Chemical  Co.  of  Canada,  Ltd. — The 
report  of  the  directors  states  that,  after  paying  all  trade 
expenses,  salaries  to  directors  and  officers,  and  other  items, 
as  well  as  paying  the  preference  dividends,  a  balance  of 
51,248/.  is  left,  out  of  which  the  directors  have  carried 
§100,000  to  a  general  contingent  account  and  $50,000  to 
general  reserve  account.  The  year  has  been  the  best  in  the 
history  of  the  company,  as  the  net  trading  profits  wero 
60,104/. 

Electrolytic  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. — On  April  12,  Mr.  Justice 
Eve,  in  the  Chancery  Division,  appointed  a  receiver  and 
manager  of  this  company. — Mr.  Clayton,  K.C.,  on  behalf  of 
the  plaintiffs,  who  are  trustees  of  a  debenture-deed  securing 
an  issue  of  50,000/.,  said  the  company  had  lost  11,000/.  on 
the  previous  year's  working,  and  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  paying  wages  punctually.  The  wages  duo  on  April  11, 
amounting  to  1,400/.,  had  not  been  paid,  and  the  company 
had  called  meetings  with  a  view  to  a  voluntary  winding-up. 
Counsel  further  asked  that  the  receiver  should  be  given 
liberty  to  borrow  a  large  sum  in  order  to  pay  wages  and 
the  coal  bill. — Mr.  R.  B.  Lawrence,  for  the  company,  said 
the  directors  took  the  view  that  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  goodwill.  His  Lordship  appointed  Mr.  J.  W.  Davidson, 
of  Liverpool,  receiver  and  manager,  and  gave  him  leave 
to  borrow  5,000/.  The  company  consenting,  his  Lordship 
gave  the  usual  judgment  in  a  debenture-holder's  action. 

German  Chemical  Dividends. — From  the  now  published 
balance-sheets  of  German  chemical  firms  for  1912  it  is 
apparent  that  the  various  factors  which  otherwise  had  an 
adverse  effect  on  exports,  such  as  the  unsettled  state  of 
China  and  the  war  in  the  Balkans,  have  had  no  material 
influence  on  the  profits  derived  from  the  pharmaceutical 
branch  of  German  industry.  On  the  whole,  the  net  profits 
show  an  increase  over  1911,  and  in  comparing  results  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  profits  have  been  quite 
considerably  affected  by  internal  movements ;  the  cost  of 
raw  materials  has  advanced,  the  increasing  cost  of  living 
has  necessitated  an  all-round  substantial  rise  in  wages,  and 
consequently  in  the  cost  of  production.  Bearing  these  points 
in  mind,  which  have  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  profits,  tho 
actual  volume  of  trade  and  output  represents  a  greater  in- 
crease than  revealed  by  the  mere  comparison  of  the  returns 
for  both  years,  which  are  given  below  (the  figures  in  paren- 
theses being  those  for  1911)  :  Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Aktien, 
formerly  E.  Schering,  Berlin,  closed  with  a  gross  profit  of 
89,587/.  (82,010/.),  out  of  which  a  dividend  of  13  per  cent., 
the  same  as  in  1911,  will  bo  paid  on  the  original  share 
capital  of  300,000/.,  while  4i  per  cent,  will  be  paid  on  the 
100,000/.  of  preference  shares.  The  Saccharin  Works  of 
Salbke-Westerhiisen,  on  the  Elbe  (formerly  Fahlberg,  List 
&  Co.),  will  pay  6  per  cent.  (5  per  cent.).  Gehe  &  Co., 
Dresden,  propose  paying  16  per  cent.,  as  in  1911.  The 
Chemische  Fabrik  Helfenberg  realised  a  profit  of  9,251/. 
(7,285/.),  and  proposes  to  pay  again  the  same  dividend — 
viz.,  9  per  cent.  The  Union  of  Chemical  Factories  of 
Mannheim  reports  a  slight  decrease  in  profits — 88,053/., 
against  88,409/.  in  1911— but  the  same  dividend  of  20  per 
cent,  is  to  be  paid.  The  Joint-stock  Co.  for  Chemical  Pro- 
ducts, formerly  H.  Schcidemandel,  in  Berlin,  shows  a 
net  profit  of  136,023/.  (108,474/.),  out  of  which  a  dividend 
of  15  per  cerit.  will  be  paid  on  a  capital  of  550.000/.  (in 
1911  15  per  cent,  was  paid  on  a  capital  of  400,000/.).  After 
writing  off  a  total  of  203,415/.,  the  balance-sheet  for  1912  of 
Meister,  Lucius  &  Bruning,  of  Hoechst,  shows  a  total  profit 
of  930.395/.  (806.659/.  in  1911).  After  deducting  112,500/. 
spent  in  connection  with  the  firm's  jubilee,  a  dividend  of 
30  per  cent,  will  be  paid,  the  same  as ,  in  the  preceding 
year. 
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Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  M.P.,  was  among  the  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  who  lunched  with  the  Speaker  at 
Speaker's  House  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  was  called  to  the 
Bar  on  Wednesday,  April  16. 

Mr.  Richard  Winfrey,  M.P.,  has  recovered  from  his 
serious  accident  in  the  hunting  field,  and  resumed  his 
Parliamentary  duties  this  week. 

Mr.  James  Laidlaw  Ewing,  J.P.,  Edinburgh,  has  been 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Scottish  Provident  Institution,  of  which  he  has  for  some 
years  been  a  director. 

Alderman  J.  Brooke,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  East 
Ham,  has  been  again  elected  the  representative  of  the  East 
Ham  Town  Council  upon  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board 
for  a  further  term  of  three  years. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Green,  C.C.,  J. P.  (Messrs.  Bowyer  &  Bart- 
leet,  drug-brokers,  147  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.C.), 
headed  the  poll  with  1,019  votes  at  the  election  of  the 
Wanstead  Urban  District  Council.  Mr.  Green  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Council  for  twenty-three  years. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Horne,  representing  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb.,  Ltd.,  has  passed  through  Singapore  on 
his  way  home,  where  he  expects  to  arrive  about  the  end 
of  June.  Any  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  him 
c/o  his  company's  London  address,  60  Bartholomew  Close, 
E.C. 

Mr.  Leonard  Willox,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  a  Major 
man,  having  passed  the  necessary  examinations,  has 
gained  the  diploma  in  Public  Health  of  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity. Dr.  Willox  received  his  training  in  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  the  City  of  Nottingham  and  in 
King's  College,  University  of  London. 

The  Deepest  Sympathy  is  being  extended  to  Mr.  P. 
Stacey,  Ph.C,  in  the  loss  he  has  sustained  by  the  death 
of  another  daughter,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  wife  of  Mr. 
Maurice  H.  Fitzgerald,  of  "  Valetta,"  Teddington  Park, 
Teddington.  This  is  the  second  daughter  Mr.  Stacey  has 
lost  within  a  few  weeks.  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  died  after  the 
birth  of  a  daughter. 

Dr.  F.  B.  Power,  director  of  the  Wellcome  Chemical 
Research  Laboratories,  is  receiving,  on  May  22,  the 
honorary  degree  of  Ph.M.  from  his  Alma  Mater,  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  this  being  the  only 
remaining  honour  which  the  College  can  confer  upon 
him,  he  having  been  made  an  honorary  member  ten 
years  ago.  Dr.  Power  studied  and  graduated  at  the 
College  when  he  was  an  assistant  in  the  late  Mr.  E. 
Parrish's  pharmacy  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Claud  Schuster,  Secretary  and  Legal  Adviser  to 
the  National  .Health  Insurance  Commission  (England), 
has  been  appointed  legal  member  of  the  Commission 
and  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  Joint  Committee. 
Mr.  Schuster  was  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies 
when  he  was  appointed  Secretary  in  1912.  He  was 
educated  at  Winchester  and  at  New  College,  Oxford, 
and  was  called  to  the  Bar  in  1895  when  he  was  twenty- 
six.  He  is  now  succeeded  in  the  secretaryship  by  Mr. 
John  Anderson,  a  principal  clerk  in  the  department. 

Mr.  Fred.  J.  Eyre,  who  for  a  number  of  years  carried 
on  business  as  a  pharmacist  in  Adelaide,  South  Australia, 
and  who  latterly  has  been  representing  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  in  the  Commonwealth,  is  at  present 
at  home  on  holiday,  and  visited  London  this  week.  Mr. 
Eyre  travels  38,000  miles  yearly  in  calling  upon  the 
customers  of  his  principals.  He  says  business  is  booming 
in  Australia,  and  pharmacy  is  getting' a  share  of  what  is 
going.  Mr.  Eyre  will  be  in  this  country  for  another  three 
months.  Mr.  Stephen  Webb  is  at  present  taking  his 
journeys. 


BIRTHS. 


Gamble. — At  "  Dingle,"  Hindes  Road,  Harrow,  on 
April  12,  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Gamble,  Ph.C,  of  a  son. 

Hadfield. — At  Matlock,  on  April  5,  the  wife  of  James 
Ernest  Hadfield,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Hair. — At  4  Whitshaugh  Terrace,  Paisley,  on  April  12, 
the  wife  of  George  Hair,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Clarkson — Wilson. — On  April  15,  at  Riehmond-on- 
Tees  Wesleyan  Church,  Newton  Clarkson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Richmond,  to  Miss  Wilson,  sister  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Wilson,  dentist,  Richmond. 

Lomax — Martin. — At  Loreburn  United  Free  Church, 
Dumfries,  on  April  9,  Henry  J.  Lomax,  B.Sc,  A.R.C.S., 
son  of  Mr.  W.  H;  Lomax,  Ph.C,  Darwen,  to  Margaret 
J.  Martin,  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  Martin,  Dumfries. 

Mitchell — Rawnsley. — At  St.  Mark's  Church,  Brad- 
ford, on  April  8,  Thomas  H.  Mitchell  (representative  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Swales,  druggists'  sundriesman,  Leeds),  to- 
Daisy  Cordelia,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Rawnsley  and 
of  Mrs.  Rawnsley,  Grosvenor  House,  Maniiingham,  Brad- 
ford. 

Taylor — Lockerbie. — At  Vancouver,  B.C.,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pigeon,  West  Presbyterian  Church,  on  March  19> 
Maurice  Taylor,  accountant,  to  Elizabeth  Brydone,  second- 
daughter  of  Mr.  Jas.  Lockerbie,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Edinburgh. 


DEATHS. 


Adams. — At  Woolston,  recently,  Mr.  Anthony  Allan. 
Adams,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-six.  Mr- 
Adams  was  in  business  for  a  long  period  at  the  corner 
of  Portsmouth  Road  and  Victoria  Road,  Woolston. 

Brady. — At  Edgbaston,  Birmingham,  on  March  k.o,  Mr- 
Bedford  Foster  Brady,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty- 
three. 

Davies. — At  4  Ernald  Place,  Uplands,  Swansea,  oh. 
April  7,  Mr.  David  John  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,, 
aged  forty-one.  Mr.  Davies  was  formerly  in  business  in 
High  Street,  Swansea,  but  had  lived  in  retirement  for  the- 
last  few  years  owing  to  ill-health.  The  funeral  took  place- 
at  Llandilo  on  April  10.    Mr.  Davies  leaves  a  widow. 

Duberly. — At  Bournemouth,  recently,  Mr.  George- 
Smith  Duberly,  Ph.C,  late  of  Luton,  Beds.  Mr.  Duberiy 
was  a  native  of  Rye.  He  took  over  the  pharmacy  of  the- 
late  Mr.  George  Gage  on  Market  Hill  in  1870.  It  is  now- 
carried  on  by  Mr.  White  as  Duberly  &  White.  Ml*. 
Duberly  was  on  the  Luton  Board  of  Guardians  and  Rural 
District  Council  for  some  years.  He  war,  a  member  of  the- 
St.  John  the  Baptist  Lodge  of  Freemasons  and  warden  at 
the  parish  church. 

Harrison. — At  his  residence  in  West  Street,  Conis- 
brough,  Yorks,  recently,  Mr.  George  Harrison,  chemist, 
and  druggist,  aged  sixty-nine.  Mr.  Harrison  succeeded 
to  his  father's  business  fifty  years  ago.  He  is  survived 
by  a  widow,  four  sons,  and  six  daughters. 

Hunter. — At  Merkland,  Trinity,  Edinburgh,  suddenly, 
on  April  10,  Mr.  John  Hunter,  F.I.C,  F.C.S.,  public- 
analyst  for  Midlothian  and  nineteen  other  places  in 
Scotland,  besides  analyst  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feed- 
ing Stuffs  Act  for  ten  places.  Mr.  Hunter  was  a  native- 
of  Fifeshire,  and  was  educated  at  the  Royal  High  School 
of  Edinburgh.  He  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical 
Society  in  1883  and  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  in 
1890.  He  was  associated  for  a  considerable  period  with 
Mr.  J.  Falconer  King,  F.I.C,  Edinburgh,  and  with 
Veterinary  and  Agricultural  Institutions  in  the  city.  He 
was  the  author  of  "The  New  Soil  Science."  He  is 
survived  by  a  son  and  daughter. 

Mullinger. — At  122  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ipswich,  on 
April  8,  Mr.  Henry  Mullinger,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr. 
Mullinger  was  in  business  prior  to  1868. 
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Williams. — At  King  Edward  Road,  Swansea,  on 
April  13,  from  heart  failure,  Mr.  A.  D.  Williams,  com- 
mercial representative  for  a  firm  of  chemists.  He  was 
at  a  function  of  the  local  Commercial  Travellers'  Associa- 
tion on  the  previous  night,  and  only  three  weeks  ago  he 
was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  in  recognition  of  his 
services. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Sir  Thomas  Fbedebick  Chavasse,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  The 
Linthurst  Hill,  Barnt  Green,  Worps,  left  estate  of  the  gross 
value  of  17,407?.,  of  which  16,010?.  is  net  personalty. 

Mb.  John  Feedk.  Cook,  retired  chemist  and  druggist, 
Holbeach,  who  died  on  December  8,  left  estate  of  the 
gross  value  of  13,511?.  6s.  9c?.,  of  which  the  net  personalty 
has  been  sworn  at  4,886?.  6s.  3c?. 

Mr.  Harry  Halstead,  chemist  and  druggist,  53  High 
Street,  Rishton,  who  died  intestate  on  February  18,  left 
estate  valued  at  501?.  9s.  6(7.  gross.  Letters  of  administra- 
tion have  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Martha 
Halstead. 

Mr.  Harold  Edward  Roscoe  Banneb,  The  Chequers 
Hotel,  Grantham,  the  proprietor  of  the  drug-store  at 
50  London  Road,  Grantham,  who  died  on  February  15, 
aged  forty,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  924?.,  of  which 
223?.  2s.  8d.  is  net  personalty. 

An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Robert  Hume, 
chemist  and  druggist,  41  Coweaddens,  Glasgow,  and 
33  Blythswood  Drive,  there,  has  been  lodged  with  the 
Sheriff-Clerk  of  Lanarkshire  at  Glasgow,  and  shows  per- 
sonal estate  amounting  to  1,512?. 

Mr.  Edmund  Richard  Hands,  chemist  and  druggist, 
152  High  Street,  Cheltenham,  who  died  on  February  26, 
left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  730?.  0s.  Id.,  of  which 
244?.  14s.  lltZ.  is  net  personalty.  Probate  of  his  will  has 
been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Louisa  Jane  Hands,  the 
sole  executrix. 

Mr.  William  Welch,  chemist  and  druggist,  39  Kingston, 
Yeovil,  who  died  on  October  31,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value 
of  6,046?.  Is.  5d.,  of  which  663?.  3s.  5c?.  is  net  personalty. 
Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Annie  Welch,  and  his  daughters,  the  Misses  Emma  Jane 
and  Edith  Constance  Welch. 

Mr.  Frederick  Banks,  chemist  and  druggist,  356  Wal- 
worth Road,  London,  S.E.,  who  died  on  February  25,  left 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  2,223?.  lis.  11c?.,  of  which 
1,445?.  13s.  10c?.  is  net  personalty.  Probate  of  his  will  has 
been  granted  to  his  sister,  Miss  Caroline  Banks,  Wilton 
Wood  Cottage,  Whitstable,  the  sole  executrix. 

Mr.  Oliver  Robert  Dawson,  Ph.C.,  20  Warwick  Road, 
Upper  Clapton,  London,  N.E.,  who  died  on  January  22, 
left  estate  valued  at  4,480?.  gross,  with  net  personalty 
4,130?.  Zs.'ld.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Emilia  Annie  Dawson,  St.  Matthew's 
Vicarage,  Warwick  Road,  N.E.,  the  sole  executrix. 

Mr.  George  William  Shackleton,  Brecon  Road,  Aber- 
gavenny, retired  chemist,  who  died  on  January  7.  left 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  9,155?.  18s.  4c?.,  of  which  the 
net  personalty  has  been  sworn  at  1,012?.  6s.  4c?.  Probate  of 
his  will  has  been  granted  to  the  surviving  executors,  his 
son,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shackleton,  chemist,  Cross  Street,  Aber- 
gavenny, and  Mr.  E.  H.  Bretherton,  bank  manager,  of  Aber- 
gavenny, to  the  last  named  of  whom  for  the  executor- 
ship he  left  10?.  The  testator  left  200?.  to  his  sister  Ann, 
and,  subject  to  provision  for  his  wife,  varying  according 
to  circumstances  from  39?.  per  annum  to  the  whole  of  the 
income  from  his  residuary  estate,  he  left  the  residue  of  his 
property  upon  trust  for  his  children  in  equal  shares. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 
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Mr.  0.  R.  Windermer,  Ph.C,  is  having  his  pharmacy 
at  4  Royal  Parade,  Harrogate,  altered  and  improved. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Healey,  66  Uxbridge  Road,  London,  W.,  has 
removed  to  larger  premises  at  76  Uxbridge  Road,  five 
doors  from  his  previous  address. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Carr,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  recently 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  K.  Dack,  chemist  and 
druggist,  93  Plashet  Grove,  East  Ham. 


Mr.  W.  Bennison,  Ph.C,  has  taken  premises  at 
8  Cale  Street,  Chelsea,  London,  S.W.,  which  he  will 
shortly  open  under  the  style  of  The  Cadogan  Pharmacy. 

The  Old-established  Business  of  Mr.  S.  R.  Wylde, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  2  Chester  Road,  Macclesfield, 
has  been  removed  to  temporary  premises  at  22  Stanley 
Street,  Macclesfield. 

Mr.  S.  E.  Amos,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
the  old-established  business  of  Messrs.  Dunkley  &  Rogers, 
55,  57,  and  57a  High  Street,  Tunbridge  Wells,  including 
the  aerated-water  plant,  carried  on  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Gale, 
chemist  and  druggist. 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 

Sample-post  with  China. 
Replying  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Charles  Bathurst  on 
this  subject,  the  Postmaster-General  (Mr.  Herbert 
Samuel)  said  on  Tuesday  that  he  hopes  to  be  able  to 
make  a  statement  on  the  subject  shortly.  Parcels  for 
this  country  via  Siberia  can  be  posted  at  the  British  Post 
Office  agencies  in  China  as  well  as  at  agencies  of  other 
nationalities  and  at  Chinese  post-offices,  but  the  service 
is  little  used.  Parcels  are  transmitted  via  Siberia  more 
slowly  than  letters. 

Preservatives  in  Cream. 
Mr.  Charles  Bathurst  on  Monday  asked  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  questions  about  the 
prosecutions  in  regard  to  the  use  of  boric  acid  in  milk. 
In  one  case  the  Westminster  City  Council  threatened 
proceedings  in  respect  of  preserved  cream  containing  less 
than  22  grains  of  boric  acid  to  the  pint  on  the  ground 
of  injury  to  health.  Whereas  Dr.  Hamill,  the  medical 
inspector  of  the  Board,  recommended  that  a  quantity 
up  to  28  grains  might  be  permitted  in  the  summer  months 
without  injury  to  health. — Mr.  Burns  replied  that  he  is- 
not  prepared  to  admit  that  any  such  prosecutions  were 
instituted  before  the  regulations  came  into  force. 

Celluloid  Bills. 
It  has  been  decided,  as  the  result  of  a  private  conference 
which  took  place  last  week  at  the  House  of  Commons 
between  a  number  of  members  of  Parliament  representing 
East  End  constituencies  and  the  manufacturers  of  cellu- 
loid articles  and  cinematographic  films,  not  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bills  which  are  being  promoted  by 
the  City  of  London  Corporation  and  the  London  County 
Council  with  the  object  of  making  special  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  celluloid  and 
other  articles.  It  is  believed  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
manufacturers  will  be  served  if  they  are  allowed  to  state 
their  case  before  the  Local  Legislation  Committee  to 
which  in  due  course  the  Bills  will  be  referred.  The  case, 
briefly,  is  that  the  present  moment  is  singularly  inoppor- 
tune for  the  promotion  of  such  legislation,  seeing  that 
the  Home  Office  Departmental  Committee,  which  for 
some  time  past  has  been  considering  the  whole  question,, 
has  not  yet  reported  to  the  Government.  Another  objec- 
tion to  the  proposed  Bills  is  the  fact  that  they  only 
apply  to  London,  and  that,  therefore,  the  passing  of  them 
will  have  the  effect  of  driving  the  trade  into  other  parts 
of  the  country,  and  in  addition  there  is  every  probability 
that  before  very  long  a  non-inflammable  celluloid  will  be 
produced  which  will  satisfy  all  the  requirements  of  the 
market. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

Free  Choice  of  Doctor. — On  behalf  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  Mr.  Robertson  informed  Mr.  Fred  Hall, 
M.P.,  on  Wednesday,  that  the  Act  already  secures  to 
intured  persons  the  right  to  the  free  choice  of  doctors  on 
the  panels,  and  no  amendment  of  the  Act  will  be  required 
in  that  respect. 

Amendment  Bill. — The  Prime  Minister  informed  Mr. 
Worthington  Evans,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday,  April  14,  that  he  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  he  will  be  able  to'introduce  the  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amending  the  National  Insurance  Act  before  the 
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Whitsuntide  recess.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has  also 
promised  Mr.  Cassel,  M.P.,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
suggestion  that  irr  order  to  relieve  the  burden  of  work 
cast  upon  the  present  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
he  should  establish  separate  departments  for  Insurance, 
Labour  Exchanges,  and  Old  age  Pensions,  represented  by  a 
separate  Minister  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Bubal  Areas. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
asked  by  Mr.  Fitzroy,  M.P.,  on  Monday,  whether  in 
cases  in  which  a  medical  man  in  a  rural  district  dispenses 
his  own  drugs  to  insured  persons  he  is  entitled  to  have 
inserted  in  his  agreement  a  clause  securing  to  him  the 
right  to  ,receive  the  additional  2s.  as  provided  under  the 
Act,  and  whether  he  is  aware  that  county  Insurance  Com- 
mittees, while  assuring  rural  doctors  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  the  money,  assert  that  they  have  no  authority 
to  insert  a  clause  in  the  agreement  to  that  effect,  but  that 
they  must  rely  on  their  undertaking. — Mr.  Robertson,  who 
replied,  said  it  is  open  to  an  Insurance  Committee  to  make 
a  special  agreement  to  the  effect  suggested  in  the  ques- 
tion, but  this  is  not-  necessary,  as  the  security  desired  is 
afforded  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  as  it  stands,  and 
does  not  depend  simply  on  an  undertaking  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 


TRADE  NOTES. 


Messrs.  J.  G.  Gambles  &  Co.,  20  Little  Britain,  London, 
E.C.,  are,  from  April  21  until  May  11,  offering  three  of 
John  Taylor's  specialities  (shampoo,  talcum,  and  tooth 
powders)  on  special  bonus  terms,  resulting  in  a  profit  of 
150  per  cent,  to  the  retailer.  See  their  advertisement  in 
this  issue. 

Humanised  Milk,  prepared  by  diluting  cow's  milk  and 
adding  "  Kepler  "  Malt  Extract  and  cream  in  suitable  pro- 
portions, will  be  prominent  at  the  stand  of  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  at  the  Nursing  and  Mid- 
wifery Exhibition  in  the  Boyal  Horticultural  Hall,  West- 
minster, London,  S.W.,  from  April  22  to  April  25.  "  Tab- 
loid "  First-Aid  Equipments  suitable  for  nurses'  use  will 
be  another  special  feature. 

Messrs.  Rivers  Hill  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Broadstone, 
Dorset,  have,  on  the  occasion  of  Whiteley's  jubilee, 
made  a  fine  display  of  their  Dorset  Lavender  (in  wickered 
bottles)  and  pot-pourri  in  the  foreign  fancy  department 
of  the  empire's  great  store.  They  secured  a  clever  and 
pretty  girl  to  superintend  the  display.  She  is  one  of 
the  six  who  are  dressed  in  mid-Victorian  costume,  such 
as  was  worn  when  the  late  William  Whiteley  started 
in  business.  The  frock  is  a  dainty  muslin  sprigged  with 
lavender  and  the  lady  wears  a  poke  bonnet  which  adds  to 
her  bewitching  appearance.  The  display  is  calculated 
to  increase  the  popularity  of  the  Dorset  products,  an 
illustrated  list  of  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  makers 
on  application. 

Bacteriological  Booklet.— Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart 
&  Co.,  143  Farringdon  Road,  London,  E.C.,  have  issued, 
under  the  title  of  "Notes  on  Clinical,  Bacteriological,  and 
Chemical  Examinations  and  Analyses,"  a  list  of  charges 
for  bacteriological  and  clinical  examinations  which  are 
conducted  in  their  Edinburgh  laboratories  under  the  super- 
vision of  Dr.  I.  Struthers  Stewart.  Full  particulars  are 
also  given  of  the  methods  of  blood  examination  and  the 
requirements  regarding  the  collection  of  the  sample. 
Similar  information  is  given  in  the  case  of  sputum,  urine, 
pus,  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  pleural  and  peritoneal  fluids, 
faaces,  throat  swabs,  nasal  discharges,  and  cow's  milk. 
There  is  also  a  list  of  stains  and  other  requisites  for 
microscopy  and  a  scale  of  charges  for  chemical  analyses. 
The  booklet  is  a  useful  one  for  the  chemist,  and  a  copy 
may  be  had  orr  application. 


The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  a  copy  of  "  The 
Opium  Amendment  Ordinance,  1913  "  (No.  2  of  1913),  which 
came  into  operation  on  March  1,  and  which  amends  in 
various  particulars  the  Opium  Ordinances  of  1909  and  1910, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  warehousing,  importation,  and 
exportation  of  "  raw  opium  "  from  Hong-Kong.  Further 
details  of  this  Ordinance  are  published  in  the  "  Board  of 
Trade  Journal  "  of  April  10,  1913. 


WINTER  SESSION. 

Reporters,  and  Secretaries  of  Associations  whose  meetings  are  not 
open  to  reporters,  are  requested  to  send  their  reports  to  the 
Editor  not  later  than  the  Wednesday  following  the  meeting. 


Birkenhead. —Mr.  C.  Woodfield  Cooke  presided  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Association  of  Phar- 
macists held  on  April  10,  at  which  twenty-three  members 
were  present.  The  business  included  the  passing  of  a  vote 
of  condolence  with  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Davis  Cox 
(Secretary  of  the  local  Insurance  Committee),  the  appoint- 
ment of  members  to  collect  2s.  bd.  for  each  shop  on  the 
panel  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  Insur- 
ance, and  approval  of  the  Glasgow  Association's  movement 
in  respect  to  proprietary  articles.  It  was  also  agreed  ta 
express  regret  to  the  last-named  committee  that  the  time 
between  receipt  of  the  new  tariff  and  the  making  of  new 
agreements  was  so  short. 

 Harrogate.— A  meeting  of  the  Harrogate  Pharmaceutical 

Association  was  held  on  April  11  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel, 
when  Mr.  W.  Sheldon  Ridge,  B.A.,  gave  a  lecture  on 
China,  illustrated  by  lantern-slides. 

london,  —  Mr.  J.  Hearle  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
North  London  Pharmacists'  Association  on  Thursday, 
April  10,  when  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble  was  unable  to  be  present 
to  speak  on  the  B.P.  Codex,  but  a  brisk  discussion  took  place 
on  the  difficulties  in  the  dispensing  and  working  details  of 
the  Insurance  Act. 

Manchester.  — The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Man- 
chester Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel  on  April  9.    The  retiring  President  (Mr.  J.  C.  Kidd) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  an  attendance  of  some 
sixty  members.    The  Secretary  read  the  Council's  report 
for  the  past  year,  and  also  the  report  of  the  Insurance 
Committee,  the  latter  being  a  _  record  of  a  very  strenuous 
year's  work.    The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  reports,  said  the  business  or  trade  side  of  the  Associa- 
tion had  been  prominent  during  the  year,  but  that  did  not 
mean  that  they  had  any  intention  of  neglecting  the  educa- 
tional and  scientific  side,  which  had  always  been  a  feature 
of  the  Association.     This,  having  been  seconded  by  Mr. 
Cleworth,    was  approved.    The    Treasurer  then  read  his 
report,  showing  a  balance  on  the  year's  working  of  some 
21.    The  expenses   of  the  Insurance  Committee  amounted 
to  Ibl.   10s.    Attention  having  been  drawn  to  the  2s.  6d. 
subscription  to  the  Pharmaceutical   Standing  Committee 
funds,  tho  Chairman  mentioned  that  the  increase  both  in 
the  number  and  the  size  of  the  meetings  during  the  past 
session  had  resulted  in  doubling  the  rent  of  the  rooms  used 
by  the  Association.    He  urged  every  chemist  on  the  panel 
to  show  his  appreciation  of  what  is  being  done  for  him  by 
joining  the  Association.    Twelve  new  members  were  then 
elected,  this  bringing  the  membership  of  the  Association 
up  to  210.    It  was  decided  to  send  letters  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Manchester  Insurance  Com- 
mittee for  their  courtesy  in  dealing  with  the  members  of 
the  Association's  Insurance  Committee.    Mr.  D.  Lewis  men- 
tioned that  subscribing  members  of  the  Association  not  on 
the  Manchester  panel  had  not  been  invited  to  Insurance 
meetings  other  than  committee  meetings.    Mr.  Mallinson 
said  every  member  of  the  Association  had  been  invited  to 
the  general  meetings  dealing  with  Insurance  matters,  but 
obviously  only   those  on  the  Manchester  panel  could  be 
invited  to  discuss  and  vote  upon  purely  local  matters. 
Replying  to  a  further  question,  he  said  employes  of  a  drug 
company,  though  members  of  the  Association,  could  not 
attend  meetings  of   panel  chemists,  as  the  arrangement 
between  the  chemist  and  the  Insurance  Committee  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  contract.    The  company  could  nominate  one 
of  its  staff  to  represent  it.    The  scrutineers  then  handed  in 
their  report,  showing  that  the  new  Council  would  consist  of 
the  following :  Messrs.  Bates,  Blackburn,  Blain,  Cleworth, 
Delve,    Dickson,    Grier,    Hughes,    Kidd,    Kirkby,  Lane, 
Mallinson,  Nidd,  Pidd,  and  Wild.    The  election  of  officers 
then  took  place  with  the  following  result:  President,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Bates ;    Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  J.  C.  Kidd  and 
W.  Kirkby ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Pidd ;  Hon.  Secretary 
and  Librarian,  Mr.  A.  L.  Blain ;  Auditor,  Mr.  W.  Hankin- 
son.     The  following  were   elected  to  form  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Insurance  Committee  for  the  Manchester  area,  ex- 
cluding Salford :  Messrs.  Blackburn.  Blain.  Kidd,  Hersch- 
berg,  Nidd,  Beal,  Drinkwater,  Dickson,  Eastwood,  Lord, 
Haworth,  Inglis,  Bell,  Mallinson,  Bates,  Miller,  Delve,  Coates, 
Scholes,  and  V.  B.  Yates.    It  was  agreed  to  invite  the 
Salford  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee  to  receive  two 
delegates  from  the  Manchester  Committee  at  their  meetings, 
and  to  reciprocate  by  sending  two  delegates  to  attend  the 
Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  Committee  meetings. 
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Iffewcastle-on-Tyne.— A  meeting  of  the  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  in  the  Hotel 
Metropole  on  April  9.  Mr.  Jas.  Gibson  presided  over  a 
good  attendance.  It  was  agreed  to  support  the  Glasgow 
Association  in  its  proprietary  move ;  and  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  should  be  an  Organisation  Committee. 
It  was  agreed  that  51.  3s.  be  sent  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  on  Insurance.  The  Chairman  read  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr. 
Pescod)  asking  to  be  relieved  of  his  office,  but  Mr.  Clague, 
Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Gilderdale,  and  the  Chairman  hoped  he 
would  retain  it  until  the  end  of  the  year  at  any  rate.  The 
Committee,  having  considered  the  matter,  recommended 
that  Mr.  Gibson  (the  President)  be  nominated  to  serve  a 
second  year. 

Oldham.  —A  meeting  of  the  Oldham  Pharmaceutical 
Association  w'as  held  at  the  Cafe  Monico  on  April  8,  when 
there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members.  Mr.  E.  H. 
Holden  (President)  was  in  the  chair.  The  question  of 
arranging  terms  with  the  Insurance  Committee  was  dis- 
cussed, and  a  definite  action  was  decided  upon,  the  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  being  given  discretionary  powers. 
An  enlarged  local  Formulary  has  been  arranged  with  the 
Medical  Committee.  This  is  supplied  as  a  booklet  or  card 
at  bd.  each.  The  annual  general  meeting  was  then  held.  The 
Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  reports  were  considered  satis- 
factory, and  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows  :  Mr.  E.  H.  Holden,  Presi- 
dent; Messrs.  W.  Gartside  and  W.  Yates,  Vice-Presidents ; 

F.  Newby,  Treasurer;  and  T.  Shackleton,  Auditor.  Mr. 
W.  Gartside  was  elected  Secretary  in  the  place  of  Mr.  F. 
Davies,  who  was  made  Insurance  Secretary,  with  Mr.  T. 
Baker  as  Assistant  Secretary.  The  four  nominees  for 
Council  were  elected,  the  new  Council  being  composed  of 
Messrs.  F.  Davies,  W.  Gartside,  C.  Gartside,  T.  Baker, 
W.  Cocks,  W.  Buckley,  H.  Thompson,  T.  Shackleton,  and 

G.  Todd.    Mr.  Stanley  Taylor  was  elected  a  member. 

Stirling. — Mr.  R.  Gordon  Drummond  presided  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Stirling,  Clackmannan,  and  Kinross  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  held  at  Stirling  on  April  9,  when  it 
was  agreed  to  continue  the  Insurance  dispensing  agreements, 
under  protest  against  the  unremunerative  terms.  It  was 
also  decided  to  support  the  Glasgow  Association  in  its 
action  about  proprietaries,  and  to  support  the  proposal  of 
the  Fifeshire  Association  for  a  federation  of  local  Associa- 
tions. _  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  an  excursion  be 
organised  in  May  or  early  in  June,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  The  mem- 
bers are  to  forward  their  contributions  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee  through  the  Secretary. 

Swansea.  —A  meeting  of  the  Swansea  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  April  10  at  the  Cameron  Hotel.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended,  Mr.  Arnold  (President)  taking 
the  chair.  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  D.  J. 
Davies,  lately  in  business  in  the  High  Street,  and  a  vote 
of  condolence  with  the  widow  was  expressed.  At  a  previous 
meeting  members  had  decided  to  sign  the  agreements  for 
continued  service  on  the  panel,  subject  to  the  revised  tariff, 
but  after  correspondence  with  the  Insurance  Committee  it 
was  found  that  the  latter  had  not  had  any  intimation  of  a 
revised  tariff ;  this  state  of  affairs,  due  to  lack  of  more 
explicit  instructions  from  headquarters,  was  much  depre- 
cated. The  Glamorgan  Pharmaceutical  Committee  was  to 
meet  the  Insurance  Committee  on  April  14.  In  order  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  between  local  Associations  in  South 
Wales.^  it  was  agreed  that  members  of  other  Associations 
he  invited  to  attend  general  meetings.  Mr.  Arnold  (Presi- 
dent) suggested,  and  it  was  adopted,  that  the  name  of  the 
Association  be  changed  to  the  Swansea  and  West  Glamorgan 
Chemists'  Association.  It  was  decided  also  that  meetings 
should  be  held  at  the  various  towns  in  the  district  covered 
by  the  Association.  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies  gave  a  report  of  the 
deliberations  interesting  to  chemists  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Insurance  Committee. 

West  Ham.— The  new  session  of  the  West  Ham  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists  commenced  on  April  10,  when  Mr. 
W.  Potter  presided  over  a  goodly  gathering  in  Earlham 
Hall,  Forest  Gate.  The  attraction  was  a  friendly  chat  by 
Mr.  Uglow  Woolcock,  who  afterwards  answered  many 
Insurance  dispensing  problems.  Subsequently  Mr.  J.  H. 
Matthews  made  a  statement  regarding  the  progress  of 
affairs  in  connection  with  the  Essex  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee. 


Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association.— The 
fifteenth  annual  Bohemian  Concert  will  be  held  at  Ander- 
ton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C..  on  May  7.  Tickets 
Us.  each)  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Jas.  H.  France, 
47  Ouseley  Road,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W. 


DINNERS. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Grimsby  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Oberon  Hotel  on  April  10.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Hawdon  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good 
attendance  of  local  chemists  and  doctors.  The  toast  of 
"  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  submitted  by  Mr.  H.  W. 
Colley.  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers  (member  of  the 
Council).  Mr.  Colley  remarked  that  the  National  Insurance 
Act  has  achieved  a  public  benefit  in  separating  the  func- 
tions of  the  prescriber  and  dispenser.  Mr.  Rogers  referred 
to  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  local  Associations, 
due  to  the  National  Insurance  Act,  and  the  Act  has  also 
created  a  greater  demand  for  assistants.  He  referred  also 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines,  and  said  the 
interests  of  chemists  will  be  properly  safeguarded.  Mr. 
T.  D.  Sneath  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Medical  Pro- 
fession," to  which  Dr.  Booth-Milner  and  Dr.  Swindells 
replied.  Mr.  J.  Forrester  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Mayor 
and  Corporation,"  to  which  the  Mayor  (Councillor  C. 
Miller)  and  Councillor  A.  J.  Knott  replied.  The  other 
toasts  were  "  The  Visitors,"  to  which  Mr.  B.  Chapman 
(Clerk  to  the  Insurance  Committee)  replied;  and  "  The 
Association,"  to  which  the  Secretary  replied. 

The  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  Ipswich  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion took  place  on  April  9  in  the  Great  White  Horse  Hotel. 
Mr.  S.  R.  Anness  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  he 
was  supported  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society),  Mr.  E.  C.  Ransome  (Mayor  of  Ips- 
wich), Mr.  F.  E.  Rands  (Chairman  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee), most  of  the  local  doctors  and  chemists,  and 
representatives  of  the  wholesale  houses.  The  sub-com- 
mittee w-hich  organised  the  dinner  consisted  of  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Stones  (Hon.  Secretary),  A.  Matcham,  and  J.  T. 
Jackson.  The  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society,"  to  which  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  replied,  his 
remarks  mainly  referring  to  the  National  Insurance  Act. 
He  especially  mentioned  the  smoothness  with  which  the 
Medical  Benefit  arrangements  are  working,  but  cautioned 
his  hearers  that  as  pharmacists  they  are  not  yet  out  of  the 
wood.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the 
adequacy  of  the  pharmacy  service  is  expected  in  a  few 
days,  but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  unfavourable  to- 
pharmacists.  He  hoped  the  effect  of  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act  would  be  a  levelling-up,  by  compelling  men  to 
qualify  properly  in  order  to  have  their  share  in  the  work. 
Dr.  Francis  Ward  then  proposed  "  The  Town  and  Trade 
of  Ipswich."  the  Mayor  responding.  Dr.  Heath  gave  the 
toast  of  "  The  Association."  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Wiggin  replied. 
The  toast  of  "  The  Visitors "  was  given  by  Mr.  G.  N. 
Edwards,  who  specially  referred  to  the  "  floating  sixpence," 
which,  he  said,  should  go  to  the  chemist.  Mr.  F.  E.  Rands 
replied,  and  said  that  the  Act  is  working  very  smoothly. 
Mr.  Porter  also  replied,  and  "  The  Chairman  "  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  and  suitably  responded  to. 
There  was  a  good  musical  entertainment  during  the- 
evening. 


COMING  EVENTS. 


Monday,  April  21. 

Royal  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London.  W.C., 
at  8  p.m.  Dr.  David  Sommerville  on  "Antiseptics  and 
Disinfectants"  (Cantor  Lecture  I.). 

Wednesday,  April  23. 

Roval,  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C., 
at  8  p.m.  Mr.  H.  V.  Lanchester,  F.R.I  B. A.,  on  "The 
Design  and  Architectural  Treatment  of  Shops." 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants' ,  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, 36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.  Annual  business 
meeting. 

Thames  Valley  Pharmacists'  Association,  Kingston  Hotel, 

opposite  Kingston  Railway  Station,  at  3  P.M.  Annual 

meeting  and  address  by  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock  on 

"National  Insurance." 
Western  Pharmacists'  Association.  York  Room,  Frascati's 

Restaurant,    Oxford    Street,  London,    W.,    at   8  P.M. 

Whist-drive.    Tickets   (4s.   6(7.,   including  supper)  from 

Mr.  A.  Latreille,  Hon.  Secretary,  48  Baker  Street,  W. 
Thursday.  April  24. 
Xorth  London  Chemists'  Association,  Northampton  House, 

St.  Paul's  Road,  Highbury  Station,  at  8  p.m.    Mr.  G. 

Duncan  Bowie,  lantern-lecture,  "  A  Pharmacist  in  the 

Channel  Islands." 
Plymouth,  Devonport  and  Stonehouse  Association  of  Pliar- 

macists.    Quarterly  meeting. 
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OUR  AMERICAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D.") 


Prescription-writing:.  —The  Nebraska  Legislature  is 
considering  a  Bill  forbidding  the  use  of  any  other  language 
than  English  in  the  writing  of  prescriptions.  A  similar  Bill 
is  also  before  the  North  Dakota  Legislature. 

Parcel-Post. —  The  zone  system  of  parcel-post,  which 
was  introduced  into  the  United  States  on  January  1,  has 
proved  a  great  success,  and  already  suggestions  have  been 
made  for  reducing  some  of  the  present  rates  and  extending 
the  weight'  limit.  The  cash-on-delivery  system  is  to  be  in- 
augurated on  July  1  in  cases  where  the  amount  due  does 
not  exceed  $100. 

Habit-forming-  Brag's.  —The  wholesale  and  retail  drug- 
gists of  the  United  States  are  in  accord  as  to  the  desirability 
of  enacting  national  legislation  to  control  the  sale  of  habit- 
forming  drugs,  and  it  is  deemed  a  misfortune  that  the 
Harrison  Bill,  introduced  with  this  object,  failed  in  passage 
at  the  closing  Session  of  Congress.  There  was  prac- 
tically no  opposition  to  the  Bill,  though  some  of  its  pro- 
visions were  objected  to  by  practising  physicians,  who  feared 
legislation  of  its  character  might  interfere  in  some  way 
with  the  free  and  unrestricted  prescribing  of  drugs  and 
medicines.  The  Harrison  Bill  is  simple  in  its  provisions, 
and  admirably  designed  to  effect  its  purpose  of  maintaining 
a  strict  supervision  over  the  sale  and  distribution  of  habit- 
forming  drugs,  and  those  who  are  interested  in  the  enact- 
ment of  the  law  are  hopeful  of  its  passage  at  the  special 
Session  of  Congress  called  by  President  Wilson  for  April  7. 
The  following  features  of  the  Bill,  which  are  considered 
certain  to  remain  a  part  of  the  law,  are  of  special  interest : 
Tn  the  first  place,  every  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in 
certain  enumerated  drugs  must  be  registered  with  the 
Internal  Revenue  Department,  and  pay  an  annual  tax  of 
$25  and  $1  respectively.  Orders  for  supplies  of  such  drugs 
must  be  written  in  duplicate  on  special  blanks  furnished 
by  the  Department,  one  copy  to  be  retained  by  the  retail 
dealer  and  the  other  by  the  wholesaler.  The  wholesaler 
will  be  obliged,  under  the  law,  to  make  use  of  similar 
blanks  in  ordering  from  the  manufacturers.  In  this  way  it 
is  hoped  to  keep  a  complete  record  of  the  disposition  of  every 
ounce  of  the  proscribed  drugs  manufactured,  as  their  sale 
"by  the  retailer  will  not  be  permitted  unless  on  trie  written 
orders  or  prescriptions  of  a  registered  physician,  dentist,  or 
veterinarian. 

OUR  GERMAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D.") 


Income  Tax.  —  The  former  owner  of  a  pharmacy  in 
Silesia,  who  made  a  considerable  fortune  out  of  a  speciality, 
has  been  fined  2,560?. — i.e.,  ten  times  the  amount  of  taxes  of 
which  he  defrauded  the  Government  by  understating  his 
income — in  addition  to  having  to  pay  the  outstanding  amount 
of  rates  and  taxes  which  he  should  have  paid. 

The  German  Penal  Code  is  at  present  the  subject  of 
revision,  and  the  Commission  entrusted  with  this  work  has 
proposed  increasing  the  penalties  provided  for  the  illegal 
sale  of  medicines.  The  advertisement,  even  in  veiled  form, 
of  abortefacients  is  to  be  punished  with  imprisonment  up 
to  one  year,  or  a  fine  not  exceeding  100?.  Further,  the 
illegal  sale  of  poisons,  or  medicines  which  may  not  be  sold 
except  in  a  pharmacy,  will  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
25?..  or  imprisonment,  the  incriminated  articles  to  be  seized 
and  destroyed. 

The  German  Medical  Press,  acting  in  co-operation 
with  the  leading-  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  products, 
has  for  some  time  taken  active  steps  to  stop  the  publica- 
tion of  paid  articles  on  new  products  by  doctors.  A  "  black 
list  "  of  doctors  who  notoriously  write  articles  of  this  descrip- 
tion was  drawn  up  some  time  ago.  A  recent  addition  to 
the  list,  according  to  one  of  Germany's  leading  medical 
journals,  is  a  doctor  who  practises  during  the  winter  abroad, 
and  who  now  offers  his  services  according  to  a  list  of 
charges,  testimonials,  analyses,  and  literary  productions 
ranging  from  6s.  5c?.  to  2?.  8s. 

The  Hohenzollern  Apotheke  in  Halle,  on  the  Saale, 
will  enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  pharmacy  in 
Germany  to  be  owned  and  conducted  by  a  fully  qualified 
"  pharmasister."  With  the  permission  of  the  authorities, 
the  owner,  Herr  Heinrich  Hildebrand,  has  sold  his  business 
to  his  daughter,  Fraulein  Margarethe  Hildebrand,  who  has 
completed  her  whole  pharmaceutical  curriculum  and  passed 
the  State  examination ;  but  as  she  has  not  yet  completed 
the  term  of  two  years'  assistantship  required  after  passing 


the  State  examination,  and  on  the  expiration  of  which  the 
diploma  is  formally  granted,  she  is  as  yet  unable  to  assume 
the  responsible  managership  of  the  pharmacy,  which  will 
in  the  meantime  be  managed  on  her  behalf  by  her  father. 

Considerable  Indignation  has  been  aroused  in  German 
pharmaceutical  circles  by  the  wording  of  a  recent  order 
of  the  Prussian  Minister  of  the  Interior,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  analyses  of  numerous  samples  of  fluid  extract  of 
hydrastis  purchased  in  different  pharmacies  throughout  the 
empire  have  shown  that  a  great  number  of  them  did  not 
comply  with  the  Pharmacopoeia  requirements,  being 
deficient  in  hydrastine.  The  Minister  therefore  draws  the 
attention  of  the  inspectors  of  pharmacies  to  this  fact,  and 
enjoins  them  to  impress  upon  pharmacists  the  necessity  of 
paying  "  the  greatest  care "  to  the  quality  of  this  im- 
portant preparation,  as  well  as  to  that  of  all  galenical  pre- 
parations. If  preparations  of  this  kind  are  purchased 
ready-made  from  manufacturers,  they  should  not  be  sold 
by  the  pharmacist  until  he  has  convinced  himself  of  their 
satisfactory  quality. 


Postal  Address : 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  4z  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  85a  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  : 

38/72.  "  Ochre  "  face-powder. 

41/29.  "  Pinomentholine  "  :  suppliers. 

39/68.  Ferries'  or  Perries'  razor -paste. 
43/490.    Payne's  "  Anti-Pain  "  :  makers. 

43/54.  "  Clenvet,"  for  cleaning  silk-hats. 

43/50.  "  Meteor  "  gold  enamel :  suppliers. 

41/64.  "  Panstrepton  "  flesh  brush  :  makers. 

43/54.  "  Onicide  "  (for  plant-pests) :  supply. 

36/41.  "  Calisol,"  for  cleaning  artificial  teeth. 

46/64.  Broad's  poultice-bags  :  address  of  maker. 

43/49.  Duval's  jaborandi  and  quinine  hair-wash. 

39/3.  Wheat  albuminoid  peptone:  actual  makers. 

38/73.  Graft's  "  Rapid  "  comb  and  bi-ush  cleaner. 
43/540.    "Dr.  Allen's  Indian  Saline":  suppliers. 

39/63.  Dr.  N.  Bolet's  "  Tocological  Pills":  supply. 

40/29.  "Soldiers'  Friend"  polishing-paste :  makers. 

45/8.  "  Elixir  Anti-diabetique  "  (Grandsire)  :  supply. 

39/22.  "  Toxolin  "  or  "  Toxoline  "  cattle-wash:  supply. 

38/60.  Pocket  formalin  inhalers,  glass  and  vulcanite: 
makers. 

43/52.  Johann  Maria  Franz  Farina  "  Eau  de  Cologne  "  : 

makers. 

40/11.  Gymnemic  acid   (active    principle  of  Gymnemi 


tilvestris)  :  makers. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

Ouring  the  oast  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  nthers  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Ampoules,     glass  (empty), 
44/22 

"Anchor"  enemas,  40/58 

Arabian  balsam,  41/22 

Billiard  chalks,  43/11 

Bottle-brushes,  43/54 

Bromose,  41/23 

Cachets  (empty),  41/70 

Citric-acid  plant  (for  Singa- 
pore), 40/35 
"  Comfort  "  razors,  43/ 110 _ 

"  Croix  "  shampoo-liquid, 
35/401 

Crossley  sputum-flask 

Doriform,  42/36 

Electrargol,  38/39 

Formaldehyde  and  sulphur 
torch,  39/37 

Glycolactophcs,  43/61 


Granose,  41/230 

Grinding  machinery,  40/59 

Hough  Hoseason's  prepara- 
tions, 39/51 

Kaloderma,  41/31 

Kephaldol  tablets,  38/38 

Konstips,  36/21 

Maw's  toxin,  31/60 

Melubrin,  38/39 

Dr.  Muller's  nerve-nutrient, 
38/60 

Munroe's  feeders,  41/36 
N.P.U.     shampoo  -  powder, 

43/32 
Neurovril,  42/34 
New  Zealand  honey,  37/43 
Nuclein,  41/30 
Ovaline  soap,  43/32 
Oxyquinothein,  40/10 
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OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


f  Unregistered  " 

accuses  me  of  bigotry  and  blindness,  but  he 
does  not  answer  my  question— viz.,  When  these  men  have 
been  admitted  to 'the  Register  and  all  the  benefits  it 
-entails,  do  they  propose  to  go  on  admitting  other  men  who 
refuse  to  submit  to  the  statutory  conditions  of  qualifica- 
tion? In  other  words,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  those 
who  "through  circumstances"  (delightful  phrase!)  are 
not  legally  qualified,  is  the  Pharmacy  Act  henceforth  to 
be  treated  as  a  dead  letter;  and  if  not,  why  not?  "  Cir- 
cumstances" will  still  exist.  Until  this  question  is 
answered  I,  for  one,  must  decline  further  argument  with 
these  claimants  for  special  treatment. 

The  Registration 

of  ten  more  limited  companies  to  carry  on 
the  chemist's  business  (most  of  them  apparently  in 
single  shops)  adds  to  the  gloom  of  the  outlook  referred 
to  in  these  columns  last  .week,  and  discounts  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  optimism  shown  by  the  chairman  at 
the  ladies'  dinner.  That  these  company  shops  are  good 
neither  for  the  higher  interest  of  pharmacy  nor  for  indi- 
vidual pharmacists  goes  without  saying.  Any  smart  man 
may  indeed  hold  his  own  in  business  against  his  hydra- 
headed  rivals,  but  in  many  cases  he  can  only  do  so  by 
condescending  to  their  methods  and  turning  his  pharmacy 
into  a  store.  Perhaps  some  literalist  will  remind  me  that 
a  store  is  a  pharmacy  if  its  tenant  chooses  to  call  it  one. 
The  more  is  the  pity  !  The  benefit  in  status  which  we 
ought  to  have  gained  from  the  Insurance  Act  will  never 
be  ours  if  our  shops  are  turned  into  general  emporiums 
■with  a  dispensing  department  as  a  side-line.  Possibly  we 
may  escape  this  fate  through  that  very  dearth  of  assistants 
of  which  complaint  is  being  made ;  if  men  will  not  face  the 
examinations  for  the  purpose  of  winning  an  independent 
position  for  themselves  they  will  hardly  do  so,  one  would 
imagine,  to  become  mere  covers  for  a  store-company. 

The  Proposed  Reductions 

in  the  American  Tariff  are  of  a 
sweeping  character,  and  in  the  event  of  their  becoming 
law  the  changes  must  act  as  a  powerful  stimulus  of  trade. 
The  first  outcome  would  undoubtedly  be  an  immense 
development  in  the  export  trade  of  this  country,  and 
since  an  increase  in-  our  exports  to  the  United  States 
would  inevitably  lead  to  an  equal  or  greater  increase  in 
our  imports  from  that  country,  there  is  every  prospect 
of  a  mutual  beneficial  result  following  the  adoption  of  the 
President's  far-reaching  proposals.  There  is  thus  every 
likelihood  that  our  present  boom  will  continue  for  some 
years  to  come.  Sooner  or  later,  however,  trade  move- 
ments would  become  profoundly  modified,  because  the 
moment  American  manufacturers  are  faced  with  effective 
competition  they  will  rise  to  the  occasion.  So  far  as 
chemicals  are  concerned,  they  will  be,  before  many  years 
are  over,  the  greatest  producers  in  the  world,  since  the 
native  American  supply  of  raw  material  is  enormous  in 
certain  directions. 

The  Pharmacology  of  Common  Drugs, 

to  use  a  somewhat 
derogatory  form  of  expression,  is  as  yet  largely  a  sealed 
book.  There  are  depths  that  have  yet  to  be  sounded,  and 
if  our  attention  is  not  entirely  diverted  from  the  higher 
forms  of  plant  life  to  the  lowest — the  bacterial — our  know- 
ledge is  destined  to  increase.  The  highly  instructive  paper 
read  by  Drs.  Power  and  Salway  last  week  on  the  roots  of 
the  scarlet  runner  is  an  indication  of  what  we  may  expect 
to  find  when  strictly  scientific  methods  of  research  are 
adopted.  The  discussion  on  that  paper  opened  some 
interesting  points,  such  as  Mr.  Deane's  suggestion  of  the 
cause  of  the  differences  in  the  action  of  wild  and  culti- 
vated plants.  This  is  an  idea  that  is  well  worth  following 
up.  Particularly  interesting  also  was  the  suggestion  that 
many  of  those  plants  which  possess  a  specific  action  and 
which  contain  no  definite  alkaloid  owe  their  virtues  to 


constituents  which  in  the  past  have  been  virtually  neg- 
lected, when  the  sources  of  pharmacological  activity  have 
been  looked  for.  Hitherto  plants  have  been  relegated  to 
two  main  groups,  alkaloidal  and  non-alkaloidal.  Among 
the  latter  are  small  sub-classes  of  drugs  which  are  con- 
sidered to  owe  their  virtue  to  glucosides  or  resins,  but  the 
great  majority  are  said  either  to  be  inert  or  to  owe  what 
value  they  possess  to  that  very  indefinite  aggregation  which 
we  call  extractive  matter.  Dr.  Power's  work  is  destined 
to  alter  some  of  our  very  crude  ideas  in  these  respects, 
and  I  hope  that  he  will  continue  the  line  of  investigation 
which  has  in  the  past  produced  much  of  permanent  value. 

Friar's  Balsam 

is  not  quite  so  certainly,  as  Mr.  Parry  seems 
to  think,  an  old  proprietary  medicine.  The  origin  of  the 
preparation  and  the  name  are  alike  uncertain,  and  have 
been  much  discussed  in  your  own  columns  and  elsewhere. 
Wootton  tells  us  virtually  all  that  is  known  about  them, 
and  the  conclusion  to  which  he  inclines  is  that  the  Balsam 
was  scheduled  under  the  Medicine  Stamp  Act  through 
being  confused  with  a  very  different  preparation,  Frier's 
Drops,  patented  by  Robert  Grubb  in  1777.  Wootton  says 
our  tinct.  benzoin,  oo.  is  a  copy  of  Ward's  Balsam,  which 
was  itself  an  adaptation  of  compounds  long  told  under 
different  names  ("  Friar's  Balsam  "  being  one  of  them), 
and  that  this  first  appeared  in  the  P.L.  of  1746  as 
Traumatic  Balsam.  There  was,  however,  a  Balsamum 
Traumaticum  of  very  similar,  though  not  identical,  com- 
position in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  of  1735,  only 
two  years  after  Ward  returned  from  his  exile  in  Franc© 
and  began  his  career  as  a  quack  in  London,  and  it  seems 
more  likely  that  this  was  copied  from  the  same  original 
as  his  than  from  it.  Other  writers  have  thought  the 
Tinctura  Balsamica  of  the  same  Pharmacopoeia  the  origin 
of  our  tinct.  benzoin,  co.  All  the  preparations  mentioned 
have  the  same  intention. 

Warburg's  Tincture, 

though  Mr.  Parry  did  not  admit  that  it 
was  a  proprietary  medicine,  might  have  served  the  Com- 
mittee as  an  instance  of  a  secret  remedy  whose  inventor 
was  ruined  by  the  disclosure  of  his  formula.  An  incom- 
plete and  misleading  formula  was  published  by  a  medical 
commission  some  time  after  Warburg's  appointment  as 
superintendent  of  its  manufacture  by  the  Austrian 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  this  is  said  not  to  have  greatly 
injured  him,  but  his  own  subsequent  disclosure  of  the 
secret  had  the  effect  of  reducing  him  in  a  few  years  to 
such  poverty  that  eventually  he  became  dependent  upon 
public  charity.  An  appeal  was  made  for  him  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  in  June  1890,  and  a  sum  was  raised 
sufficient  to  provide  him  with  15s.  a  week  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.    Proprietors  of  patents  please  copy. 

The  Art  of  the  Apothecary 

was  esteemed  noble,  if  not  in 
Venice  yet  in  Florence,  many  centuries  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Pharmacy  of  the  Two  St.  Georges  in  the 
former  city,  if,  as  I  gather  from  your  note  on  Italian 
drug-pote,  it  dates  only  from  the  sixteenth  century. 
Every  citizen  of  Florence  capable  of  bearing  arms  had  in 
the  thirteenth  century  and  later  to  be  enrolled  in  one  of 
the  guilds  into  which  the  city  was  divided,  and  between 
the  years  1297  and  1300  the  poet  Dante  joined  that  of  the 
apothecaries,  as  one  of  the  seven  for  which  only  the 
nobility  were  eligible.  The  most  famous  centre  for  the 
manufacture  of  majolica  ware,  of  which  the  old  Italian 
drug-jars  were  made,  was  Faenza.  The  art  was  derived 
from  Spain,  where  it  was  practised  by  the  Moors,  and 
"majolica"  is  but  another  form  of  "majorca."  There 
are  many  beautiful  old  drug-jars  from  Faenza  and  other 
places  at  South  Kensington,  in  which  the  art  is  6een  at  its 
perfection.  They  are  doubtless  modelled  on  similar  ones 
used  by  the  Arabian  pharmacists  in  Spain,  and  thus  carry 
us  back  to  the  very  beginnings  of  our  craft. 
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SLUGS  IN  GARDENS. 

They  have  their  exits  and  their  entrances,  but  there 
is  no  entrance  when  Sanitas  Powder  is  used.  This 
is  a  fact  which  ail  retailers  should  take  note  of, 
and  tell  their  customers  when  they  want  a  house- 
hold disinfecting  powder  that  the  "Sanitas" 
preparation  serves  a  double  purpose  :  (1)  it  is  a 
reliable  deodorant  and  microbe-killer  for  use  in 
closets,  drain  openings,  and  the  like ;  (2)  to  keep  slugs 
out  of  the  garden  by  sprinkling  the  powder  all  round 
the  bottom  of  the  fence.  Mr.  W.  P.  Wright,  in 
The  Garden,  Week  by  Week,  says: — "The  par- 
ticular hint  I  am  going  to  give  you  about  slugs  is  to 
scatter  '  Sanitas  '  Powder  on  the  soil  amongst  the 
plants.  Slugs  simply  loathe  it." 
Since  the  Sanitas  Company  Ltd.  brought  these 
facts  to  the  knowledge  of  the  trade,  they  have 
noticed  that  many  chemists  have  much  increased 
their  sales  of  Sanitas  Powder  and  added  to  their 
incomes.  Special  showcards  can  be  obtained  on 
application  to — 

THE  SANITAS  COMPANY  LIMITED, 

LOCKSLEY    STREET,    LIMEHOUSE,   LONDON,  E. 


HEADQUARTERS  for  GERM  AW 
Austria  PROPRIETARIES  ^aoss 

&.  RARE  CHEMICALS. 

Largest  stock  in  the  U.K. 
FOREIGN  PRESCRIPTIONS  DISPENSED 

FOR  THE  TRADE. 
Catalogue  on  receipt  of  p.c.     Phone:  48 London  wall. 
SCHACHT  WARNER  &  C° 

GERMAN  CHEMISTS:  <55,  Fore  St.,  LONDON.  EC. 
West-end  house:- 

FRIZELL&C2,  f,CranboumeSt.,  W.C.  r 
Phone:  325  Gerrard. 


REYNOLDS  &  BRANSON 

LEEDS. 


LTD., 


Grand  Prix 


Turin  1911. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

Tinctures,  Ointments,  Pills,  Tablets,  Suppositories. 
B.P.C.  (1911),  Galenicals,  &c. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

X-Ray  Apparatus  and  Medical  Batteries,  Dressings,  &c 

AERATED  BEVERAGES. 

Sparkling  Phosferrade,  Puritzer,  Dry  Ginger  Ale,  &c. 

SCIENTIFIC  APPARATUS 

(Chemical,  Physical  and  Photo  graphic).  Balances  and  Weight 
CHEMICALS    FOR  TECHNICAL  AND  ANALYTICAL  PURPOSES 


?hts.  I 


G.  S.  MUMFORD  &  SONS, 


FARRINCOON  RD. 
LONDON,  E.C. 


Finest  ARROWROOT 

11  lb. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/cwt. 

BICARB.  SODA 

Finest  Extra  Special 

15/owt. 

BORACIC  ACID 
POWDER,  Finest 

34/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  ib. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 

24/owt. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

18  &  1/lb. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 

23/ewt. 

PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 

35/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

'            Best  Cleaned 
V  LINSEED 

23/ cwt. 

1  EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.=>. 

1  Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry 
1   Ditto.  Medium  Crystals 

11/6  cwt. 
12/6  „ 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ cwt. 

Finest  Pure  TOILET 
OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ cwt. 

J  FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
1    PHUR,  Finest  English 

Ditto,  Foreign 
JPFULLER'S  earth 

(In  Dredgers) 

13/6cwt. 

9/6  ,, 

11  12  &  16 
5/611/-22/- 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 

(Toilet  purposes) 

18/cwt 

Carriage  Paid  to  railway  stations  within  200  miles  of  London  (or  allowance 
made  for  distances  bevond).    Terms  less  2*  per  cent.  Cash  or  1  month  net. 


Weed  Killer.  ... 
Lawn  Sand. 
Fumlgants. 
Insecticides.  '~ 
Summer  Shade. 
Bordeaux  Mixture, &c 


Saleable  Lines.  Good  Profit. 
Attractive  Advertising. 


Tomllnson  &  Hayward,  Ltd.,  Lincoln. 


S.V.M. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd.  0/-ct/.°S7»S':'?oarf> 


»    FOR   TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


FLETCHERS 
CONCENTRATED 

Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd.  !•  BQf  lAH^ 
London  and  Sydney.  HlOS  V\^KiJr 

Editorial  Articles. 

The  University  of  London. 

The  final  report  of  the  Eoyal  Commission  on  University 
Education  in  London  has  been  issued  this  week.  The 
Commission  has  been  at  work  for  four  years,  and  in  the 
present  report  it  states  that  the  whole  organisation  of  this 
University  is  fundamentally  defective,  (a)  because  of  the 
present  relations  between  the  internal  and  external  sides 
of  the  University,  (b)  because  of  the  existing  combina- 
tion in  the  University  of  a  large  number  of  institutions 
differently  related  to  it.  The  most  interesting  proposal 
is  that  the  University  should  continue  to  receive  for  its 
examinations  students  in  all  branches  except  medicine 
and  technology,  so  that  the  degrees  in  arts,  science, 
economics,  laws,  theology,  and  music  would  continue  to  be 
open  to  "external"  students  in  any  part  of  the  Empire 
on  present  conditions.  As  to  medicine,  the  Commissioners 
deprecate  the  teaching  of  advanced  medical  studies — i.e., 
clinical  medicine  and  surgery — by  practising  physicians 
and  surgeons  who  are  not  professors,  and  they  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  professors  who  would,  how- 
ever, be  permitted  a  limited  amount  of  private  practice. 
They  also  follow  the  tendencies  of  the  times  by  recom- 
mending that  the  preliminary  sciences  of  physics, 
chemistry,  and  biology  should  no  longer  form  part  of 
the  University  curriculum  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 
This  instruction  might  be  given,  they  suggest,  in  the 
science  schools  or  laboratories  of  the  University  or  in 
institutions  recognised  by  the  University  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  the  students  would  not  be  admitted  to  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine  until  they  have  passed  a  general 
examination  in  the  three  subjects.  If  this  proposal 
materialises  it  will  force  the  hands  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  and  probably  of  all  medical  bodies,  to  lop  off 
the  first  year  of  the  medical  curriculum  and  fill  it  with 
purely  medical  matters.  This  is  what  the  Royal  Colleges 
in  London  have  been  aiming  at  for  years.  The  report 
also  foreshadows  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  medical 
schools  attached  to  hospitals  in  London  which  are  almost 
peculiar  to  this  city.  The  Commission  find  that  if  all 
the  University  students  at  present  in  the  London  medical 


Index   Folio  590 


Apeil  19,  1913 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DEUGGIST 


49 


schools,  including  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  students, 
were  to  receive  their  instruction  in  University  medical 
colleges,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  three  such  colleges 
with  hospitals  attached  to  them  of  a  sufficient  size  to 
provide  for  the  teaching  of  an  annual  entry  of  seventy- 
five  students.  The  Commission  lay  great  stress  on  the 
importance  of  maintaining  the  existing  system  of  clinical 
teaching  which  prevails  in  London  (and  is  not  peculiar 
to  it,  we  may  remark),  under  which  each  student  holds 
for  a  time  the  appointment  of  clinical  clerk  and  surgical 
dresser,  and  gains  actual  experience  by  having  personal 
charge  of  patients  with  increasing  responsibility.  The 
Commission  estimate  that  the  income  required  to  organise 
a  hospital  medical  college  on  University  lines,  in  addition 
to  fees  and  Board  of  Education  grants,  is  at  least  12,000/. 
a  year.  This,  it  will  be  noted,  is  equal  to  a  grant  of 
53/.  6s.  8d.  in  respect  of  each  of  the  seventy-five  students 
entering  the  three  medical  colleges  yearly.  It  also 
appears  from  the  report  that  the  area  of  the  University 
for  the  admission  of  constituent  colleges  and  University 
departments  will  be  the  administrative  County  of  London, 
while  the  area  recommended  for  the  recognition  of  schools 
will  include,  in  addition,  the  administrative  counties  of 
Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  Sussex,  Essex,  and  Hertford- 
shire, and  the  county  boroughs  within  the  areas  of  those 
administrative  counties.  The  report,  as  a  whole,  gives 
one  the  idea  of  a  hotch-potch,  especially  to  those  who  are 
of  the  opinion  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  from  the  con- 
stituent elements  of  the  present  University  of  London 
the  university  training  in  education  and  manners  which 
are  the  heritage  of  our  oldest  Universities.  Unfor- 
tunately for  the  University  of  London  its  traditions  are 
associated  with  "  Examinations,  Examinations,  Examina- 
tions," and  concomitant  degrees.  These  are  in  a  large 
measure  incompatible  with  the  essentials  of  an  institu- 
tion in  which  academic  life  and  training  are  aimed  at. 
Also  London  has  grown  so  big  that  its  atmosphere  is  an 
antagonistic  element  to  University  life,  and  although 
the  fact  has  not  been  very  patent  in  the  inquiries  on 
the  matter,  the  difficulty  which  teachers  and  students 
have  of  creating  the  proper  atmosphere  is  to  a  large 
extent  responsible  for  the  discontent.  Moreover,  the 
population  is  too  big  for  a  University.  Scotland  has  four 
for  each  million  of  her  inhabitants,  and  it  is  not  too 
many.  Our  great  provincial  cities  have  each  one,  and  on 
the  same  basis  London  should  have  at  least  seven 
Universities.  We  do  not  suggest  this  :  it  is  merely  men- 
tioned as  an  instance  of  the  almost  hopeless  task  of 
making  the  University  of  London  a  teaching  body 
adequate  to  the  needs  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  Quarter's  Trade. 

Eesuming  our  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
Returns  for  March  we  note  that  on  the  export  side 
there  was  during  the  month  a  drop  of  1,091,332?.  in 
manufactured  goods,  the  figures  being  also  less  than  those 
ior  1911.  Practically  the  whole  of  this  decrease  was  in 
yarns  and  textile  fabrics,  the  United  States  being  a  much 
smaller  buyer,  an  effect  of  tariff  uncertainties.  Ex- 
ports of  coal,  coke,  and  manufactured  fuel  were  2,897,632/. 
more,  this  comparing  with  a  period  when  the  coal  strike 
was  in  full  operation.  In  chemicals,  drugs,  etc.,  the 
exports  were  277,512/.  less  at  2,141,860/.,  the  shrinkage, 
with  two  notable  exceptions,  being  all  round.  But  the 
section  relating  to  drugs  and  medicines  showed  a  slight 
increase  of  8,206/.  at  190,363/.,  British  quinine  also  im 
proving  from  59,607  oz.  to  122,296  oz.  Soda-compounds 


and  painters'  colours  and . materials  show  increased  ship- 
ments, but  practically  every  other  item  declined. 

The  Beturns  for  the  quarter,  however,  make  a  much 
better  showing,  the  figures  being  as  follows  : 


Imports 
Exports 
Re-exports.. 


1911 

£ 

177,275,418 
114.2t7.863 
27,810,29* 


1912 
£ 

187,824,080 
118,621,112 
31,185,951 


1913 
£ 

196,289,445 
127,308  389 
31,085,425 


The  gain  in  imports  on  the  three  months  is  8,465,365/., 

that  in  British  exports  is  8,687,277/.,  while  re-exports  are 

100,526/.  less.    The  chemical  section  is  less  by  166,890/., 

the  figures  being  as  follows  : 

1911  1912  1913 

£5,301,233      ...      £6,138,651      ...  £5,971,761 

The  above  results  show  a  slight  slackening-off  in  activity, 
but  the  decline  is  only  small.  We  give  some  of  the  lead- 
ing chemical  items  exported  during  the  quarters  of  1911- 
1913  : 


1911 

Blea.ehing-powder  (cwt.)  ...  ?62,810 

Coal  products  (not  dyes)  (£)  526,821 

Copper  sulphate  (tons)    ...  30.010 

Glycerin  (cwt.)    63.636 

Chemical  manures  (tons)  ...  209  823 

Medicines  (£)    486  774 

Painters'  colours  (£)        ...  559,354 


1912  1913 

238  606  194  073 

689,252  785  479 
44,324  34,165 
41,301  37,050 

204.864  181,846 

556  838  581  399 

593,0  H  575  391 


Soda-compounds  (cwt.)  ...  1,521.056  1,426,386  1,619.207 
'  Chemicals,  unenumerated(£)  661,723  749,989  643,659 
It  will  be  noted  that  the  medicine  section  has  done  par- 
ticularly well  during  the  quarter,  with  a  gain  of  34,561/. 
on  a  little  more  than  half  a  million  sterling.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  apply  to  British  quinine,  in  which  it  will 
be  seen  the  decrease  is  63,264  oz.  for  the  quarter,  whereas 
on  foreign-made  quinine  the  gain  was  no  less  than 
173,820  oz.,  the  figures  being  as  follows  : 

1911         1912  1913 
oz.  oz.  oz. 

British  exports   331.669      391  372  328,108 

Re-exports    41,464        47,792  2^1.612 

Imports   881,160    1,092.631  1,007,539 

As  already  stated,  the  quarter's  trade  makes  a  good  show- 
ing, and  so  far  there  has  been  no  decided  check  to  the 
high-water  mark  figures. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Bills. 

While  opinions  still  differ  as  to  whether  there  is  any  real 
distinction  between  human  and  bovine  tuberculosis,  Parlia- 
ment is  considering  two  Bills,  one  for  England  and  the 
other  for  Scotland,  which  assume  that  tuberculosis  germs 
from  an  infected  cow  are  capable  of  producing  the  disease 
in  man.  The  object  of  these  Bills  is  to  prevent  the  supply 
of  milk  from  being  a  source  of  danger  to  public  health, 
and  the  measures  which  the  Bills  propose  to  adopt  are  so 
directed  as  to  enforce  dairymen  to  take  every  precaution  to 
prevent  their  produce  from  becoming  liable  to  infection 
or  contamination.  Clause  12  of  the  English  Bill  and 
Clause  11  of  the  Scottish  Bill  prohibit  the  sale  of  the  milk 
of  any  cow  which  has  given  tuberculous  milk  or  which  is 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  with  emaciation  or  from  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder  or  from  acute  inflammation  of  the 
udder.  In  connection  with  this  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  have  issued  an  order  to  provide  for  payment 
of  compensation  in  cases  where  animals  have  to  be 
slaughtered,  and  by  this  means  half  of  the  expense  will 
be  borne  by  the  Treasury  and  the  other  half  by  local  rates. 
For  precautions  against  milk  acting  as  a  source  of  infection 
the  Bills  insist  that  no  person  suffering  from  any  infectious 
disease  may  assist  in  a  dairy — in  fact,  it  would  not  be  law- 
ful for  any  person  who  has  recently,  been  in  contact  with 
a    person    suffering    from    any    infectious    disease  to 
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take  part  in  the  work  of  a  dairy  unless  proper  precautions 
are  adopted.  The  infectious  diseases  enumerated  in  the 
Bill  are  : 

"  Smallpox,  cholera,  diohtheria,  membranous  croup, 
erysipelas,  epidemic  diarrhcea.  tuberculosis,  the  disease 
known  as  scarlatina  or  scarlet  fever,  and  the  fevers  known 
by  any  of  tho  following  names :  Typhus,  typhoid,  enteric, 
relapsing-,  continued,  and  includes  any  other  disease  pre- 
scribed by  an  order  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
under  this  Act." 

The  whole  effect  of  the  Bills  would  be  a  new  and  more 
thorough  method  of  registration  of  dairies  and  dairymen, 
which,  combined  with  a  careful  system  of  inspection,  would 
keep  the  purpose  of  the  measures  continually  in  operation. 
If  the  Bills  become  law,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  public 
■will  be  greatly  benefited  thereby,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
will  have  to  pay  for  this  benefit.  The  price  of  milk  is 
almost  bound  to  rise,,  and  in  most  districts  the  local  rates 
will  increase.  The  only  doubt  is  whether  that  portion  of 
the  population  which  will  have  the  largest  share  of  the 
benefit — namely,  the  town  population — will  bear  a  fair  share 
of  the  expense,  because  in  the  administration  of  thesp 
orders  the  expense  is  to  be  provided  for  largely  out  of  local 
rates. 


Weak  Carbolic  Solutions. 

NOW,  THEREFORE.  His  Majesty  is  pleased,  by  .and 
with  the  advice  of  His  Privy  Council,  to  prescribe,  and  it 
is  hereby  prescribed,  that  as  from  the  1st  day  of  Mav, 
1913.  all  lityuid  preparations  sold  as  Carbolic,  or  Carbolic 
Acid,  or  Carbolic  Substitutes,  or  Carbolic  Disinfectant, 
containing  not  more  than  three  per  cent,  of  phenols,  shall 
be  substances  to  which  Section  5  of  the  said  recited  enact- 
ment apnlies. — London  Gazette,  October  18,  and  C.  &  D., 
October  26,  1913. 

We  repeat  this  as  a  timely  reminder  to  all  concerned. 
At  present  liquid  preparations  containing  not  more  than 
3  per  cent,  of  phenols  are  outside  the  purview  of  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908.  The  effect  of  the 
Order  in  Council  is  to  bring  them  under  the  poisonous 
substances  section  of  the  Act  (i.e.,  Section  5)  and  the 
regulations  made  under  the  section,  whereby  in  the  sale 
by  retail  of  the  liquids  the  retailer  must  observe  the 
following  conditions  : 

(1)  The  seller  shall  not'  deliver  or  send  out  the  liquid 
exceot  in  a  bottle  or  other  container  distinguishable  by 
to'"\h  from  ordinary  bottles  or  containers. 

(2)  Label  it'  with  (a)  the  name  of  the  substance,  (b)  tho 
word  "  Poisonous,"  (c)  the  words  "  Not  to  be  taken,"  and 
id)  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller. 

These  conditions  apply  to  all  retail  vendors  whether 
registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  or  not.  We  have 
italicised  the  portion  which  fixes  and  limits  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Order. 

Chemists  and  the  Shops  Act. 

In  our  issue  of  March  15  we  mentioned  that  chemists' 
shops  which  are  the  subject  of  half-holiday  orders  must 
be  closed  absolutely  on  the  half-holiday  until  midnight.  We 
meant  by  this  as  far  as  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  are  concerned,  or  any  other  goods  which  are 
not  specially  exempted.  We  are  informed  that  out  state- 
ment is  being  interpreted  in  Aberdeen  as  showing  that  a 
shop  in  which  the  trades  of  a  chemist,  stationer,  and 
tobacconist  are  carried  on  there  must  be  absolutely  closed. 
Tt  appears  that  Aberdeen  stationers  have  obtained  exemp- 
tion under  Section  4  (4),  and  the  sale  of  tobacco  and 
smokers'  requisites  is  in  the  schedule  of  exemptions,  so 
that  shops  in  which  these  are  sold  cannot  be  absolutely 
closed.  The  position  of  such  chemists'  shops  is  that 
on  Wednesday  from  1  p.m.  the  owners  must  cover  up  all 
non-exempted  goods  and  medicines  and  medical  and  sur- 
gical appliances,  even  to  the  extent  of  hanging  curtains 


or  dust-cloths  over  the  shelving  and  fixtures  that  con- 
tain medicine-bottles,  as  well  as  cases  containing  toilet 
articles,  medicines,  and  other  non-exempted  goods. 
Moreover,  the  owners  must  by  notice  in  letters  2  in.  long, 
exhibited  inside  and  outside  the  shops,  state  that  they 
are  closed  except  for  the  sale  of  stationery  and  tobacco 
and  smokers'  requisites.  Most  self-respecting  chemists 
would  close  their  doors  absolutely  rather  than  do  that, 
for  it  would  do  them  moTe  harm  than  good  to  refuse 
to  supply  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances, 
which  may  only  be  sold  during  closing  hours  if  the  seller 
is  prepared  to  prove  in  court  that  there  was  reasonable 
ground  for  believing  that  the  article  supplied  was  required 
in  the  case  of  illness.  If  it  be  supposed  that  chemists  who 
sell  stationery  and  tobacco  are  in  a  better  position  than 
those  who  do  not  carry  these  exempted  goods,  it  should 
not  take  many  half-holidays  to  prove  the  contrary.  Recent 
events  show  that  we  do  not  require  to  tell  Aberdonians 
how  to  do  it. 

Insurance  Pricing  Problems. 

A  correspondent,  writing  in  regard  to  the  new  pricing- 
table  printed  in  the  C.  <L-  D.  of  April  12,  says  ' '  there  are 
apparent  errors  in  this — for  example,  ^ij.  at  the  rate 
of  2d.  per  oz.  is  priced  at  less  than  5iss.  Further  on,  in 
the  2d.  rate,  5iij.  is  still  %d."  The  examples  are  not 
errors,  but  are  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rule  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  Insurance  that 
"a  quarter  of  a  drachm,  or  ounce,  or  larger  quantity,  is 
to  be  charged  at  drachm  or  ounce  rate,  as  the  case  may 
be."  Thus,  hydrarg.  cum.  cret.  is  2c?.  per  oz.  and  ^d. 
per  drachm,  consequently  jiss.  is  %d.,  but  as  soon  as  the 
5ij.  quantity  is  reached,  it  comes  within  the  rule  for  a 
quarter  of  an  ounce  (i.e.,  is  payable  at  the  ounce  rate) 
and  remains  at  that  until  the  quantity  for  another 
farthing  value  is  reached,  which  is  5iij.  It  must  be 
noted  that  Insurance  prescription  pricing  is  not  straight- 
forward arithmetic,  because  it  is  subject  to  the  prescribed 
rules  (the  second  of  which  is  "  Prices  to  be  to  the  nearest 
halfpenny,  whether  up  or  down"),  besides  the  funda- 
mental rules  on  the  first  page  of  the  tariff.  All  these 
have  been  taken  into  consideration  in  the  compiling  of 
our  table,  but  instead  of  taking  the  farthings  down,  as 
was  suggested  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee, we  have  printed  them  in  blacker  type  than  the 
rest  of  the  prices.  Some  local  committees  have  authorised 
the  farthings  to  be  raised — e.g.,  ±d.  becomes  a  halfpenny, 
and  %d.  a  penny.  We  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  instance 
in  which  an  Insurance  Committee  has  ordered  fyl.  to  bo 
knocked  off  and  %d.  reduced  to  a  halfpenny.  We  may 
point  out  that  where  there  is  no  rule  the  farthings  should 
be  charged,  as  they  are  legal  tender,  but  the  official 
account  forms  do  not  provide  for  them.  In  the  case  of  ^d. 
and  Id.  per  oz.  rates,  the  charge  for  jiss.,  according  to 
rule,  is  fcZ.,  which  is  so  absurd  in  view  of  other  charges 
that  we  have  changed  them  to  ^d.  Our  hew  table,  with 
the  general  and  special  rules  formulated  by  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Standing  Committee  on  Insurance,  has  now  been 
reprinted  on  a  card  to  hang  up,  and  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Book  Department,  C.  &  D.  Office,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  at  I'd.  per  copy,  post  free. 


An  International  Exposition  of  Hygiene  is  to  be  held 
in  Lima,  Peru,  from  November  2  to  December  31,  1913,  in 
connection  with  the  fifth  Latin  American  Medical  Con- 
gress, which  will  be  held  in  that  city.  The  President  of 
the  Executive  Committee  is  Ernesto  Odriozola,  Academy 
of  Medicine,  Plaza  de  la  Exposicion,  Lima,  Peru,  who  will 
be  pleased  to  give  further  information. 

The  Argentine  Specialities  Tax. — As  previously  inti- 
mated in  the  C.  &  D.,  the  difficulties  in  connection  with 
the  recent  chemists'  strike  over  the  tax  on  perfumery, 
toilet  requisites,  medicinal  specialities,  etc.,  have  now  been 
overcome,  and  an  additional  stamp  is  being  affixed 
to  all  specialities  above  the  value  of  $2.00.  A  recent  issue 
of  the  weekly  magazine  "Fray  Mucho"  contains  some 
interesting  pictures  of  the  leading  pharmacies  In  Buenos 
Aires  with  their  shutters  up  and  wearing  a  desolate 
aspect.  These  include  the  Farmacia  Gibson,  Farmacia 
Esmeralda  y  Sarmiento,  and  others. 


Index  Folio  592 


April  19,  1913 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST 


5L 


A   COMMEMORATION  DINNER. 

Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  M.P.,  P.  F.   Rowsell,  J. P.,  E.   T.  Neathercoat,  and  W.  J.  Uglow 
Woolcock  entertained  in  recognition  of  their  work  for  Insurance  Dispensing  and  Pharmaceutical  Organisation. 


A COMPANY  of  about  120  ladies  and  gentlemen  dined  Woolcock.    Mr.  J.  A.  Dawes,  M.P.,  Chairman  of  the 

together  on  April  10  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  London  Insurance  Committee,  was  also  present,  and  others 

T.  H.  W.  Idris,  J. P.,  in  the  Venetian  Chamber  of  the  were  Mr.  J.  Harcombe  Cuff,  Mr.  F.  W.  Bateman,  Alder- 

Holborn  Restaurant,  London,  W.C.,  to  commemorate  the  |  man  Potter,  Mr.  H.  Wootton,  Messrs.  Milne  and  Waring 


inauguration  of  the  "pharmacy  service"  of  the  National  i  (Boots,  Ltd.),  Mr.  Kenningham,  Mr.  A.  Higgs,  J.P.,  Mr. 
Insurance  Act.  The  guests  of  the  evening  were  those  who  j  W.  Ralph  Dodd  (Allen  &  Hanburys),  Messrs.  Maben  and 
had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Lawman  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.),  Mr.  F.  W.  Ashton  (Idris, 
Government  during  the  passage  of  the  measure  through  j  Ltd.),  Mr.  E.  Pickering  (Newbery's),  Messrs.  S.  and  H.  S. 
Parliament  and  assisted  in  promoting  the  organisation  !  Kutnow,  and  Mr.  C.  Brookes.  There  was  a  good  propor- 
needed  as  a  consequence  of  this  legislation.  The  guests  tion  of  ladies  present.  The  dinner  was  promoted  by  the 
were  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  [  London  Chemists'  Association  as  the  oldest  local  Associa- 
bociety),  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- Jones,  M.P.,  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell,  j  tion  covering  London,  the  Chairman  of  the  Association, 
J.P.,  Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  |  Mr.    J.  C.  Pentney,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J. 
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Wellesley  Douglas,  being  at  the  head  of  spur-tables.  After 
dinner  the  speeches  were  inaugurated  by  the  toast  of 
"  The  King,"  then  the  Chairman  proposed  the  toast, 

"The  Guests  of  the  Evening." 

He  explained  the  object  of  the  dinner,  and  briefly  outlined 
the  parts  taken  by  the  guests  in  piloting  the  negotiations 
regarding  the  pharmaceutical  requirements  of  the  National 
Insurance  Act  and  the  regulations  issued  subsequently. 
He  referred  also  to  the  unfortunate  accident  sustained  by 
Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  who  was  one  of  the  pharmaceutical  col- 
leagues of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  change  that  has  been  brought  about  in  pharmacy  was 
not  the  work  of  one  man,  but  of  many  willing  workers. 
It  is  now  for  the  public  to  realise  the  importance  of  the 
separation  of  the  duties  of  the  prescriber  and  dispenser. 
The  speaker  mentioned  that  he  had  called  attention  to  the 
disadvantage  of  dispensing  being  in  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
scriber in  his  address  before  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  in  1903,  and  the  'egal  recognition  of  this  which 
has  come  about  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  safety 
of  the  public. 

The  guests  then  replied  one  by  one,  the  speeches  being 
interspersed  with  music.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  said  it  is  the 
opportunity  which  makes  the  man.  When  he  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  his  colleagues 
promised  him  an  exceedingly  easy  year  of  office ;  but  they 
reckoned  without  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  who  shortly  afterwards 
introduced  the  National  Insurance  Act,  which  produced  a 
revolution  in  pharmacy.  The  Act  will  do  a  great  deal  for 
pharmacy,  and  is  working  so  smoothly  that  the  wonder  is 
that  pharmacists  have  been  able  to  cope  with  it.  He  men- 
tioned the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  adequacy  of  the 
pharmacy  service,  which  has  just  finished  its  work,  and  said 
he  was  not  afraid  of  what  the  report  will  be.  He  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  gathered  together  all  who  have  helped  in  shaping  the 
pharmacy  portions  of  the  Act;  much  work  has  been  done 
in  silence,  and  phai-macists  have  been  loyal  to  each  other 
from  one  end  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  other.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  (Chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Insurance)  said  he  was  almost  reminded 
of  the  Biblical  warning,  "  Beware  when  all  men  speak  well 
of  you,"  except  that  as  one  of  the  framers  of  the  tariff  he 
had  no  fear  of  that.  (Laughter.)  The  work  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee  has  had  to  be  conducted  with- 
out a  great  amount  of  publicity,  but  he  felt  sure  that  the 
tariff  as  a  whole  is  acceptable  as  a  start  to  the  great 
majority.  On  the  question  of  the  duplicate  prescription 
there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done  on  Insurance  Com- 
mittees, but  so  far  most  of  the  Committees  have  agreed  to 
the  continuance  of  the  present  system. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat  (Chairman  of  the  Local  Associa- 
tions Committee)  said  he  was  proud  to  be  associated  on 
this  occasion  with  the  leaders  of  pharmacists.  It  had  been 
felt  that  pharmacy  as  a  professional  calling  was  not  suffi- 
ciently prepared  to  carry  out  a  campaign  in  its  interests, 
and  plans  were  prepared  for  linking  up  local  Associations 
with  headquarters.  The  National  Insurance  Act  had  helped 
to  make  the  scheme  a  success,  and  the  scheme  had  also 
helped  to  smooth  the  negotiations  between  pharmacists  and 
local  committees.  Although  the  issues  have  been  many,  and 
are  not  finished  yet,  pharmacists  have  found  themselves  in 
a  much  better  position  than  before. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  M.P.,  began  by  referring  to  the 
dinner  as  one  of  the  many  instances  of  the  generosity  of 
his  colleagues  in  showing  appreciation  of  services  which 
he  had  tried  to  render.    On  an  occasion  such  as  this 

It  is  their  Duty  not  to  Fohget 
those  who  have  gone  before  and  paved  the  way  to  success. 
One  ought  almost  to  apologise  for  the  thing's  that  have 
been  said  about  the  old  leaders,  who  for  sixty  or  seventy 
years  kept  the  one  idea  in  front — pharmacy  for  pharma- 
cists— and  endeavoured  to  provide  a  body  of  men  to  carry 
on  pharmacy.  These  old  leaders  did  their  work  with  little 
hope;  they  were  sneered  at  as  paying  too  much  attention 
to  professional  education,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  great  change  which  the  State  has  brought  about  in 
pharmacy  would  not  have  been  possible  unless  there  had 
existed  a  body  of  men  ready  to  do  the  work.  In  a 
reminiscent  mood  the  speaker  took  his  hearers  back  to  the 
time  when  in  his  shop  at  Poplar  he  chafed  at  the  position 
in  which  he  found  himself.  Chemists  were  then  square  pegs 
in  round  holes,  trying  to  earn  a  living,  but  not  permitted 
to  do  so  in  matters  in  which  they  had  been  trained.  And 
now  what  a  change  has  taken  place  !  There  are  more 
prescriptions  being  dispensed  in  St.  George-in-the-East 
than  in  St.  George,  Hanover  Sauare ;  more  in  Battersea 
than  in  Westminster.    Who  would  have  believed  this  a  few 


years  ago  ?  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  quite  inde- 
pendent of  party  matters,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  is  the  member 
of  the  Government  who  was  responsible  for  the  scheme. 
Pharmacy  owes  more  to  him  for  the  step  he  took  in  intro- 
ducing this  Bill  than  to  any  other  parliamentarian.  It 
was  the  act  of  a  courageous  man  to  undertake  a  scheme 
which  was  bound  to  cut  right  across  the  present  ideas  of 
the  people.  He  added  to  his  difficulties  by  taking  a  step 
which  meant  a  revolution  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  The 
difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  medical  profession  were 
enhanced  by  the  fact  that  when  the  State  took  over  the 
medical  care  of  the  industrial  population  it  insisted  that 
pharmacists  should  take  up  their  proper  place  in  the 
scheme.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  went  on  to  speak  with  pride  of 
the  generous  measure  of  confidence  which  through  very 
trying  times  was  given  to  him  by  pharmacists.  He  was 
extremely  proud  that  of  all  the  interests  affected  by  the 
National  Insurance  Act  none  of  them  put  their  case  so 
quietly,  yet  forcibly,  before  the  Government,  and  he 
believed  that  the  respect  for  pharmacists  as  such  has  been 
much  enhanced  by  this  method  of  dealing  with  a  great 
scheme.  The  public,  members  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Government  know  a  great  deal  more  of  pharmacists  than 
ever  before,  and  when  once  the  public  know  the  training 
required  of  a  qualified  chemist,  they  are  bound  to  recognise 
it.  Pharmacists  have  shown  that  as  a  profession  it  exists 
for  the  furtherance  of  public  interest.  He  (the  speaker) 
was  never  asked  by  chemists  to  put  forward  a  single  pro- 
position which  was  not  in  the  public  interest.  Referring, 
finally,  to  the  drug  tariff,  he  said  that  when  the  public  has 
once  had  the  opportunity  of  appreciating  the  work  of  phar- 
macists, and  the  Government  of  the  day  had  made  them- 
selves responsible  for  it,  chemists  need  not  fear  but  that  thcy 
will  be  fairly  paid.  (Applause.) 

What  has  been  Gained. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock  (Organisation  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  next  responded.  He  warned 
his  hearers  not  to  look  upon  this  as  the  "  lemon-time,"  but 
as  a  "  half-time  "  to  their  efforts,  as  if  they  desire  the 
work  to  go  on  much  remains  to  be  done.  Pharmacists  have 
obtained  nothing  but  the  chance  of  educating  the  public. 
Referring  to  the  "  Black  December  "  of  last  year,  when 
the  Insurance  Committees  were  deserted  by  medical  men,  the 
men  who  came  forward  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health 
were  pharmacists,  with  the  consequence  that  in  many  places 
the  Chairman  of  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-committees  is  a 
pharmacist.  That  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful  things 
that  pharmacy  has  been  able  to  render  to  the  State,  and  one 
of  the  results  has  been  the  recognition  of  pharmacists  on 
District  Committees.  But  there  is  one  place  where  chemists 
are  not  given  the  opportunity  of  educating  the  public — that 
is,  in  the  rural  areas.  Insured  persons  living  there  have- 
not  the  opportunity  of  receiving  the  same  kind  of  medical 
benefit  as  those  who  reside  in  towns.  That  is  one  blot  on 
the  scheme,  but  that  can  be  removed  by  education.  When 
people  in  rural  areas  realise  that  they  are  not  being  treated 
on  all-fours  with  townsmen,  they  will  demand  that  the 
scheme  be  altered,  and  that  they  receive  the  same  advan- 
tages as  other  insured  persons.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  J.  C.  Pentney  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors," 
to  which  Mr.  J.  A.  Dawes,  M.P.,  Chairman  of  the  London 
Insurance  Committee,  replied.  He  said  that  his  Committee 
owe  a  very  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  pharmacists  for  the 
attitude  they  have  taken  up  and  for  the  way  they  have 
met  the  Committee.  When  interviewing  chemists  regard- 
ing the  drug  tariff,  he  had  often  felt  that  the  contest  was 
very  unequal,  and  he  had  often  wished  that  a  pharmacist 
had  been  in  the  chair.  He  (the  speaker)  had  been  faced 
by  strange-looking  terms  and  abbreviations,  and  the  wonder 
was  that  Mr  Woolcock  was  able  to  roll  off  his  tongue  the 
long  words  on  the  tariff.  The  London  Committee  owes  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  chemists  for  the  dignified,  quiet 
way  they  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  burden  of  the 
Act.  To  the  profession  as  a  whole  the  insured  persons  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude.  From  1,400,000  insured  persons  there 
are  bound  to  be  some  complaints,  but  not  1  per  cent,  of 
these  are  against  any  chemist — a  fact  which  is  greatly  to 
the  credit  of  the  profession.  (Applause.) 

Then  followed  the  toast  of  "  The  Medical  Profession," 
proposed  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  and  replied  to  by  Dr. 
Macdonald  Brown  and  Dr.  F.  W.  Leftwich.  From  the 
chair  was  given  the  toast  of  Mr.  J.  Wellesley  Douglas. 
Mr.  Douglas,  in  replying,  read  parts  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  Glasgow,  heartily  approving  of  the 
idea  of  the  dinner.  Mr.  A.  Hlggs,  J. P.,  gave  the  last 
toast,  "The  Chairman,"  to  which  Mr.  Idris  Teplied.  The 
musical  programme  which  was  carried  out  during  the 
evening  was  much  appreciated. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 

Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Chemists'  Interests. 


The  Account  Form. 

As  a  matter  of  record  we  append  the  heading  of  th 
account  forms  which  chemists  are  supplied  with  in  render 
ing  their  accounts  to  Insurance  Committees  : 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE. 
  Insueance  Committee. 

Account  for  drugs  and  appliances  supplied  during  month/quarte 
■ending   by   

Note. — Accounts  for  drugs  and  appliances  must  be  rendered  on 
this  form,  accompanied  by  the  prescription  forms,  not  later  than 
three  days  after  the  end  of  each  month/quarter.  The  prescription 
forms  must  bo  grouped  according  to  values  as  set  out  below,  and 
■each  group  must  foe  sub-divided  into  (a)  Ordinary  Forme,  (6, 
Special  Forms,  and  (c)  Forms  on  which  only  appliances  are 
ordered. 


Value  of 
Prescriptions 


Drugs  and  Appliances 


No.  of  Ordinary 
Forms. 


No.  of  Special 
Forms. 


On  each  line  of  the  ruled  spaces  which  follow  is  a  figure 
for  charges,  ^d.,  Id.,  l±d.,  and  so  on. 

"  Warning  to  Chemists." 

The  following  letter  appeared  in  the  "  Daily  Mail  "  of 
April  17  : 

_  Sib, — On  p.  25  of  "The  Prescribes'  Pharmacopoeia,' 
just  published  by  the  local  Medical  Committee  for  the 
County  of  London,  appears  the  formula  for  "  Unguentum 
atropines  cum  cocaine  "  : 

Atropine,  in  fine  powder,  gr.  4  ;  cocaine,  in  fine  powder, 
gr.  60;  soft  paraffin,  white,  1  oz. ;  dissolve. 

The  strength  of  the  cocaine  is  a  glaring  error,  but  may 
not  be  noticed  by  some  prescribing  doctor  or  dispensing 
chemist,  and  if  used  as  prescribed  would  cause  considerable 
•damage  to  the.  eye,  being  six  times  too  strong. 

1  Castle  Court,  Cornhill.  J.  J.  Scanlan. 

Selecting  Doctors. 

The  National  Health  Insurance  Commission  (England) 
nas  issued  a  Form  of  Notice  of  Selection  of  Doctor  This 
(Form  Med  32)  replaces  the  red  ticket  used  for  the  first 
quarter  until  April  30,  when  insured  persons  have  the  privi- 
lege of  renewing  their  old  doctors  or  selecting  others  on 
the  panel.  The  form  contains  spaces  (1)  for  the  name 
and  address  of  the  doctor ;  (2)  the  surname.  Christian  name 
and  other  particulars  respecting  the  insured  person  The 
form  is  then  sent  to  the  doctor,  and  he  fills  in  a  third 
blank  informing  the  Clerk  to  the  local  Insurance  Com- 
mittee whether  he  accepts  or  declines  the  person  for  treat- 
ment. It  is  then  sent  to  the  Clerk,  who  fills  in  a  fourth 
and  tear-off  form,  which  tells  the  applicant  whether  or  not 

he  has  been  placed  on  the  list  of  "  Doctor  ■  "    If  the 

application  is  refused  by  the  doctor,  the  insured  person  is 
instructed  to  fill  in  a  new  application-form. 

Notes. 

We  have  received  a  few  statements  from  chemists  show- 
ing how  Insurance  Act  Medical  Benefit  has  affected  their 
businesses  (1)  as  regards  returns  from  January  15  to  date 
compared  with  the  corresponding  periods  of  1911  and  1912 
and  (2)  in  prescriptions  dispensed  (number  and  prices 
charged).  More  statements  of  the  same  kind  would  be  wel- 
comed, and  as  regards  origin  would  be  treated  with  absoh«t3 
confidence. 

The  National  Health  Insurance  Commissioners  have  issued 
a  memorandum  regarding  the  method  of  providing  medical 
benefit  to  temporary  residents.  The  method  hitherto 
adopted  of  adjusting  tho  financial  system  between  the  Com- 
mittees involved  is  to  be  modified  as  the  result  of  experi- 
ence. Drugs  and  appliances  for  temporary  residents  must 
be  prescribed  on  prescription-forms  specially  marked  or 
distinguished,  and  separate  accounts  will  require  to  be 
presented  by  chemists  in  respect  of  such  prescriptions. 
Chemists  will  be  paid  in  full  or,  in  the  event  of  a  deficiency 
in  the  central  drug  fund,  at  a  dividend  which  will  be 
declared  by  the  Commissioners. 


Dispensing  Arrangements. 

There  are  now  symptoms  of  a  period  of  comparative 
quiet  in  regard  to  the  so-called  "  Pharmacy  Service  "  part 
of  Insurance  Medical  Benefit.  We  have  not  yet  heard 
of  any  area  in  which  chemists  have  refused  to  renew 
agreements  for  dispensing  and  the  supply  of  drugs. 

The  most  notable  item  this  week  is  the  part  being  played 
by  doctors  in  respect  to  such  dispensing  extras  as  a 
copying-fee  of  Id.    They  want  the  reserved  sixpence. 

Readers  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  new  pricing  of  pre- 
scriptions began  on  Tuesday,  April  15.  Some  Insurance 
Committees  want  the  prescriptions  to  be  sent  in  weekly 
in  bundles  of  100.  The  pricing  is  facilitated  with  the 
new  "  C.  <£•  D."  Pricing-card  [?d.  by  post),  which  contains 
the  General  and  Special  rules  and  the  Ready-reckoning 
table. 

Aberdeen.  —  At  a  meeting  of  panel  chemists  in  the  city 
on  April  10  the  acting  Insurance  Committee  reported  on 
work  done  to  date,  and  a  new  Committee  was  elected,  con- 
stituted thus :  (1)  One  representative  from  each  of  the 
eleven  municipal  wards,  (2)  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association,  (3)  a  repre- 
sentative of  firms  and  one  of  bodies  corporate,  and  (4)  one 
from  county  chemists  on  the  city  panel. 

A ccrlng-ton.— Mr.  W.  Thornber  presided  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Pharmacists'  Association  held  on  April  7,  eleven  other 
members  being  present.  Insurance  matters  were  the  chief 
topics  of  the  evening.  Several  members  stated  that  they 
are  charging  the  sixpenny  fee  for  out-of-hours  dispensing. 
It  was  agreed  to  collect  2s.  bd.  per  shop  for  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee  on  Insurance.  Mr.  Snell  gave 
a  contrast  between  the  old  and  new  tariffs,  and  it  was 
adopted,  but  the  members  expressed  preference  for  duplicate 
prescriptions  rather  than  the  copying-fee  of  Id. 

Bath.— The  renewal  of  dispensing  agreements  between  the 
Bath  Insurance  Committee  and  chemists  on  the  panel  has 
not  been  allowed  to  pass  without  a  few  pin-pricks  from  the 
Medical  Committee,  who  refused  to  approve  the  revised 
tariff.  Noting  that  the  alterations  in  prices  were  mostly 
upwards,  they  took  the  opportunity  of  criticising  the  prices 
of  various  items  and  groups  of  preparations,  and  demanded 
reductions  as  compensation  for  the  increases.  To  this  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  could  not  agree,  and  on  the 
advice  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Bath  Insurance  Committee 
the  agreements  were  signed  subject  to  the  following  clause: 
The  tariff  referred  to  in  form  'Med.  16'  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  such  modifications  as  may  hereafter  be  agreed  upon 
between  the  Bath  Pharmaceutical  Committee  and  the 
local  Medical  Commitee  and  approved  by  the  Bath  Insur- 
ance Committee  and  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  and  any 
such  modifications  shall  have  effect  from  April  15,  1913." 

Birmingham. — An  excellent  article  appeared  in  the 
"Post"  of  April  15,  entitled  "The  Drug  Service."  The 
leading  points  were  that  pharmacists  welcomed  enthusiasti- 
cally the  first  measure  that  has  given  them  State  recogni- 
tion. The  panel  consisted  at  first  of  121  names,  representing 
169  establishments;  now  it  shows  128  names  and  170  shops. 
Some  chemists  dispense  100  prescriptions  a  day,  others 
only  seven  or  eijht.  The  amount  available  is  7,500Z.,  and 
this  has  been  considerably  exceeded.  The  first  batch  of 
accounts  sent  in  to  the  Insurance  Committee  for  payment 
comprised  14,000  prescriptions  and  ranged  in  amount  from 
id.  to  10s.  Id.,  the  average  being  Id.,  which  represents 
257,000  sevenpenny  prescriptions,  and  this  is  estimated  to  be 
actually  double.  The  Committee  are  considering  means  for 
the  standardisation  of  many  of  the  supplies,  6uch  as 
bandages,  gauzes,  lints,  and  wool,  and  the  establishment 
of  an  inspectorate  to  enforce.  Doctors  are  making  inquiries 
re  the  chemists  doing  all  the  dispensing,  but  up  to  the 
present  only  one  example  of  this  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  writer  of  the  article.  The  Insurance  business 
has  brought  loss  in  several  directions,  due  to  overcrowding 
by  waiters  for  physic,  decrease  in  prescribing  for  minor 
ailments,  and  an  appreciable  diminution  in  the  sale  of  pro- 
prietary articles. 

Blackpool.-The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Blackpool  and 
Fylde  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  April  11  at 
Blackpool.  There  were  eight  members  present.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  gave  a  resume  of  a  conference  held  that  afternoon 
between  representatives  of  the  local  Medical  Committee  and 
those  of  the  Association.  The  acceptance  of  the  revised 
tariff,  with  tho  deletion  of  the  clause  relating  to  a  clerical 
fee  for  the  copying  of  prescriptions,  was  agreed  to,  the 
clause  referred  to  being  considered  unnecessary  as  it  has  been 
decided  to  continue  the  use  of  the  duplicate  prescription- 
form.  It  transpired  that  a  medical  practitioner  on  tho 
panel  had  been  approached  by  certain  chemists  to  supply 
them  with  his  private  formula?  to  obviate  the  necessity  for 
his    writing  prescriptions    in    full.    This    was  considered 
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impracticable  on  the  argument  that  prescriptions  so  written 
would  not  be  accepted  by  the  Insurance  Committee  when 
the  time  comes  for  checking  them.  A  suggestion  that  a  local 
Pharmacopoeia  might  be  compiled  was  favourably  received. 
As  an  outcome  of  the  conference  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  : 

"  That  as  the  practice  of  writing  '  Hep.  'mist.'  Gtill  obtoino 
medical  practitioners  be  requested  to  discontinue  same,  as  the 
chemist  is  thereby  unable  to  comply  with  the  regulations  under  the 
Act  and  much  unnecessary  inconvenience  is  caused  to  all  parties." 

The  President  (Mr.  D.  J.  Bailey)  announced  that,  should 
members  desire  an  early  payment  for  work  done,  the  priced 
prescriptions  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  to  the 
Insurance  Committee  not  later  than  April  16.  Members  are 
also  asked  to  refrain  from  using  any  window  lights  or  out- 
side lamps  during  the  attendance  for  dispensing  cn  Wednes- 
day evenings  (early-closing  day),  to  comply  as  far  as  pos- 
sible with  the  Shops  Act.  Mr.  J.  H.  Taylor  (St.  Anne's-on- 
Sea)  has  been  appointed  the  Association's  representative 
on  District  Committee  No.  4.  The  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  forward  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  41. 
subscribed  towards  the  fund. 

Brighton.  —At  the  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee 
on.  April  10,  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-comniittee  recom- 
mended that  the  new  drug  tariff  as  submitted  by  the  local 
Pharmaceutical  Association  should  be  adopted.  Mr.  C.  G. 
Yates  (chemist)  said  chemists  should  get  the  penny  for 
prescription-copying  when  a  duplicate  is  not  sent,  and 
urged  that  doctors  should  agree  with  chemists  on  the 
point.  Dr.  Fothergill  complained  that  the  Medical  Com- 
mittee had  not  been  consulted  on  the  matter  ;  if  they  had 
been,  the  chemists  would  have  found  that  the  doctors 
objected  to  chemists  getting  the  penny.  There  is,  he  added, 
a  floating  sixpence  between  them,  and  if  the  chemists  had 
a  penny  for  writing  each  .prescription,  it  meant  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  sixpence  would  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  chemists.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  that  portion 
of  the  report  would  be  deleted.  The  Committee,  however, 
passed  the  tariff  as  recommended. 

Bury.— It  has  been  agreed  by  the  local  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion and  the  Medical  Association,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Commissioners,  to  use  the  new  prescription-forms,  giving 
one  copy  to  the  chemist,  who  will  receive  the  penny  copying- 
fee  for  repeats.  It  is  expected  this  will  reduce  the  number 
of  repeats  below  the  present  25  per  cent,  or  more.  One 
month's  scripts  are  to  be  kept  in  hand  (i.e.,  the  first  two 
months  of  the  first  quarter  only  are  to  be  sent  in  for  check- 
ing, etc.).  The  Association  are  asking  to  be  allowed  to 
send  in  accounts  monthly  to  facilitate  the  quarterly  pay- 
ments. A  minimum  price  of  2d.  has  been  placed  on  each 
script,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Medical  Association  and  the 
Clerk  and  Chairman  of  the  Insurance  Committee. 

Caithness. —On  behalf  of  the  Caithness-sh:r3  Pharmacists' 
Association,  Mr.  R.  S.  Waters  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  County  Insurance  Committee,  in  which  the 
terms  upon  which  the  chemists  are  willing  to  supply  drugs 
and  appliances  are  set  forth.  Besides  considerations  which 
place  Caithness  chemists  in  a  peculiar  position  as  to  cost, 
the  letter  makes  eleven  proposa's,  viz.  :  (i)  The  minimum 
charge  for  an  ingredient  should  be  raised  from  ^d.  to  Id.  ; 
(ii)  minimum  charge  for  potent  ingredients,  2d.  ;  (iii)  flat 
rate  for  tinctures,  infusions,  and  medicated  waters  to  be 
abolished;  (iv)  dispensing-fee  of  Qd.  on  every  prescription; 
(v)  half-drachms  and  half-ounces  to  be  charged  at  drachm  and 
ounce  rate;  (vi)  all  containers  (pill  and  powder  boxes,  etc.) 
to  be  paid  for;  (vii)  all  bottles  to  be  paid  for,  and  the 
price  to  cover  cost  of  cork,  label,  and  wrapping — e.g.,  6  oz. 
2d.  (over  6  oz.  Zd.) ;  (vii i)  fee  of  6d.  on  each  parcel  sent 
to  the  patient  to  cover  packing  and  carriage;  (ix)  extra  fees, 
of  bd.  or  Is.  for  "urgent"  prescriptions  dispensed  out  of 
shop  hours;  (x)_ accounts  to  be  paid  when  due;  (xi)  the  one- 
mile  limit  is  unjust  and  absurd  in  such. counties  as  Caithness 
and  Sutherland.  This  is  a  fuller  statement  than  we  gave 
last  week.  Mr.  D.  D.  Cairnie,  writing  to  a  local  paper  in 
reply  to  remarks  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee, says:  "  The  whole  of  the  2.900^.  [for  Medical  Benefit], 
with  the  exception  of  a  paltry  416£..  goes  to  the  doctors. 
The  doctors  get  seven  times  as  much  as  the  chemists,  yet 
the  chemist  has  to  give  not  only  his  time  and  skilled  labour 
like  the  doctor,  but,  in  addition,  his  costly  drugs.  When 
men  are  paid  scarcely  cost  nrice  for  their  goods  and  are 
asked  to  give  skilled  work  for  8<Z.  an  hour,  they  may  be 
excused  for  using  the  term  '  sweated  labour.'  " 

Cambridge.  —  The  Insurance  Committee  on  April  5 
adopted  the  new  tariff  as  the  basis  of  chemists'  contracts 
from  April  14,  including  Zd.  extra  for  each  "  urgent " 
prescription  dispensed  between  9  p.m.  and  8  a.m.,  and  id.  for 
copying  each  fresh  prescription.  The  Clerk  to  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  has  since  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the 


local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  dated  April  10  : 
"  With  regard  to  the  revised  drug  tariff  which  accom- 
panied your  letter,  without  remark,  I  am  to  state  that 
any  modification  in  the  existing  terms  of  the  chemists' 
contract  must  be  a  matter  for  local  negotiations.  The 
Commissioners  would  not  object  to  minor  modifications 
in  the  existing  tariff,  provided  the  doctors  concur ;  but 
with  regard  to  material  modifications,  such  as  a  fee  for 
copying  of  prescriptions,  your  Committee  should  consult 
the  local  Medical  Committee  and  submit  to  the  Commis- 
sioners the  views  of  that  Committee  on  the  proposal.  I 
am  to  add  that,  in  view  of  the  provisions  of  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Medical  Benefit  Regulations,  the  Com- 
missioners would  be  unable  to  approve  of  the  provision  of 
a  deposit  for  poison-bottles." 

The  following  form  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee: 
Messrs.  A.  S.  Campkin,  E.  H.  Church,  H.  F.  Cook, 
J.  Evans,  E.  S.  Peck,  and  T.  J.  Mallett. 

Cheshire. —The  following  have  been  appointed  repre- 
sentatives of  the  County  Pnarmacists'  Association  on  Dis- 
trict Insurance  Committees :  Mr.  T.  H.  Duncalf  (Maccles- 
field), Mr.  J.  (Humming  (Crewe),  Mr.  H.  S.  Young  (Nant- 
wich),  Mr.  J.  W.  Deakin  (Northwich),  Mr.  C.  Kitchen 
(Winsford),  Mr.  J.  H.  Weston  (Runcorn),  and  Mr.  A.  M. 
Kneale  (Frodsham). 

Exeter.— At  a  meeting  of  the  local  Association  on 
April  10,  Mr.  T.  C.  Milton  (President)  reported! 
that  Mr.  Vinden.  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd,  and  he 
attended  a  meeting  of  county  panel  doctors  and  a 
sub-committee  of  the  County  Insurance  Committee  and  one 
of  city  panel  doctors.  In  both  cases  they  agreed  to  con- 
tinue the  triplicate  system  of  prescriptions.  It'  was  agreed 
to  "  star  "  non-tariff  articles.  If  the  doctors  forget, 
chemists  will  do  it.  The  revised  tariff  had  also  been  sub- 
mitted, and  there  was  no  doubt  would  be  accepted  by  the 
City  and  County  Committees.  Chemists  were  asked  to  keep 
separate  as  far  as  possible  city  prescriptions  from  country 
ones.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Reid,  the  President  stated  that 
there  was  no  reason  then  why  the  stamped  agreements 
should  not  be  sent  in  to  the  Committees.  He  also  explained 
that  a  difficulty  had  arisen  in  the  city  as  to  the  checking 
of  the  prices  of  prescriptions,  it  being  suggested  on  behalf 
of  the  Insurance  Committee  that  the  duty  devolved  upon 
the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  under  Regulation  42  (2). 
It  was  unanimously  decided  to  communicate  with  the  Com- 
missioners with  the  view  of  obtaining  a  definite  statement  as 
to  whether  or  not  it  was  the  duty  of  the  local  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  to  do  this.  The  only  other  business 
was  the  Glasgow  action  as  to  proprietary  medicines,  which 
was  supported. 

Kent.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  on 
April  9",  Mrs.  Wimhurst  raised  the  question  of  "  As  before  " 
prescriptions,  which  might  give  rise  to  serious  mistakes. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  the  sub-committee  for  con- 
sideration. It  was  agreed  to  pay  rural  area  doctors  a 
capitation  rate  of  Is.  bd.  per  annum  for  medicine,  phis  the 
average  amount  per  head  transferred  from  the  drug  sus- 
pense fund  to  the  drug  fund,  and  the  average  sum  per  heacf 
of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  drug  suspense  fund. 
It  was  also  agreed  to  support  the  request  of  the  County 
Pharmacists'  Association  for  the  balance  of  the  drug  fund 
being  under  the  control  of  the  pharmacists,  instead  of  being- 
carried  forward  to  the  next  year's  fund. 

Lanarkshire.  —At  Motherwell  on  April  10  the  chemists 
p  greed,  in  view  of  the  concessions  granted  by  the  Scottish 
Insurance  Commissioners,  to  sign  the  amended  agreement, 
with  a  protest  against  the  inadequate  terms,  and  insisting 
on  a  revision  of  rates  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was 
n.greed  to  collect  2s.  bd.  per  shop  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  (Scotland),  also  to  support  the  Glas- 
gow Association  in  its  proprietary  movement.  A  letter  was 
read  from  the  Fifeshire  Association  regarding  the  forma- 
-tion  of  a  trade  union.  This  was  remitted  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Morrison  'Motherwell)  to  inquire  and  report.  Mr.  Thomas 
Guthrie  (Clvdebank)  then  addressed  the  members  on 
"  Insurance  Dispensing."  He  emphasised  the  need  to  main- 
tain the  high  standard  in  dispensing  which  has  hitherto- 
been  a  special  feature  in  Scottish  pharmacy,  and  main- 
tained that  it  is  bad  business  to  differentiate  between  the 
green-script  customer  and  the  private  patient.  Some  dis- 
cussion followed  Mr.  Guthrie's  remarks.  An  interesting- 
point  was  raised  as  to  the  interpretation  of  "  pro  ratd  "  in 
the  amended  agreements.  Some  members  argued  that  if 
the  bonus  is  calculated  on  the  cumulo  amount  it  would 
operate  harshly  on  panel  chemists,  who  might  have  the 
hardest  work  and  the  smallest  accounts.  The  general  im- 
pression, however,  was  that  any  other  method  is  imprac- 
ticable. On  the  motion  of  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Hinks- 
man),  Mr.  Guthrie  received  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks, 
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and  a  similar  compliment  was  paid  to  the  President  (Mr. 
T.  Scott).- 

Liverpool.  —Chemists'  representatives  have  had  a  tough 
fight  with  doctors'  representatives  in  regard  to  some 
points,  especially  stock  mixtures.  The  doctors  want  to 
order  these  for  the  express  purpose,  they  declared,  of  saving 
the  dispensmg-feo  of  2d.  on  each  8-oz.  mixture.  The 
chemists'  representatives  have  objected.  Two  meetings 
were  held  last  week,  the  second  being  of  the  pharmaceutical 
representatives  (Messrs.  Bain,  Hirst,  Last,  and  Parry)  with 
the  whole  of  the  local  Medical  Committee.  In  the  course 
of  this  meeting  it  was  stated  by  a  member  of  the  Medical 
Committee  that  they  had  been  asked  by  an  Insurance  Com- 
missioner to  introduce  stock  mixtures,  with  the  sole  object 
of  doing  away  with  the  dispensing-fee,  so  enabling  the 
doctors  to  get  the  floating  sixpence.  The  matter  was  left 
in  a  somewhat  ambiguous  position,  the  medical  men  being 
apparently  unaware  that  the  alleged  statement  by  an  Insur- 
ance Commissioner  could  only  have  been  made  before  an 
agreement  was  come  to  between  the  Commissioners  and 
Pnarmaceutical  Standing  Committee  prior  to  the  drug  tariff 
being  published  last  December.  The  Commissioners  contem- 
plated" no  dispensing-fee  for  stock  mixtures  (see  quotations 
from  official  statement,  C.  <fi  D.,  December  28,  1912,  index 
folio  957).  The  fact  that  the  fee  is  authorised  is  the  only 
index  we  have  of  the  tussle  there  was  at  Buckingham  Gate 
to  get  it.  "  What  we  have,  we'll  hold." — The  form  upon 
which  chemists'  accounts  should  be  rendered  has  been  sent 
by  the  local  Insurance  Committee,  with  regrets  that  the 
Committee  has  not  been  in  a  position  to  forward  the  forms 
earlier.  Chemists  are  asked  to  return  them,  accompanied 
by  the  prescription-forms  grouped  according  to  values  in 
accordance  with  the  note  at  the  top  of  the  form,  not  later 
than  Aoril  21.  Another  memorandum  adds  that  "  the  Insur- 
ance Committee,  as  you  are  aware,  have  disapproved  of 
the  principle  of  '  repeat  '  prescriptions,  but  in  any  case 
in  which  '  repeat  '  prescriptions  have  been  accepted  and 
dispensed  they  should  be  so  marked  that  they  can  be 
readily  identified  with  the  original."  Where  agreements 
are  made  by  a  chemist  in  regard  to  more  than  one 
shop,  the  letter  states  it  would  be  a  convenience  if  a  separate 
account  could  be  rendered  in  respect  of  each  shop. 

London.  — As  briefly  reported  in  our  last  issue,  a  Sub- 
committee of  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  for  the 
County  of  London  met  on  April  4  the  Medical  Benefit 
Sub-committee  of  the  London  Insurance  Committee .  in 
regard  to  the  revised  tariff.  Messrs.  Allen,  Melhuish, 
Savers,  Fairweather,  Skinner,  Hatfield,  Woolcock,  and 
Tocher  (Secretary)  constituted  the  deputation.  A  cordial 
reception  was  given  to  the  deputation  by  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
Dawes,  M.P.).  The  Secretary  submitted  a  list  of  the  addi- 
tions and  alterations  contained  in  the  tariff,  which  was 
scrutinised  by  the  Chairman,  who  asked  questions  regarding 
each  item,  and  Mr.  Woolcock  answered.  Several  members 
of  the  Insurance  Committee  also  spoke  regarding  the  prices 
of  drugs  and  bandages,  but  after  the  remarks  of  the  medical 
members  in  support  of  Mr.  Woolcock' s  exposition,  the 
Committee  accepted  the  tariff  prices.  The  rubber  ice-bag 
mentioned  in  the  list  was  then  discussed,  and  it  was  the 
general  opinion  of  the  medical  men  that  a  mackintosh  ice- 
bag  should  be  generally  prescribed,  and  the  all-rubber 
ice-bag  only  prescribed  in  special  cases :  therefore  medical 
men  will  be  at  liberty  to  prescribe  either  rubber  or  mackin- 
tosh ice-bags,  according  to  their  discretion  and  the  require- 
ments of  the  case.  As  to  the  prescription-copying  fee  of  Id., 
after  some  discussion  an  improved  form  of  prescription- 
book  was  submitted  by  the  Chairman  for  consideration  by 
the  Medical  Committee,  and,  subject  to  this,  the  revised 
tariff  was  accepted. 

Manchester.  —At  the  meeting  of  the  local  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  on  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee for  the  districts  mentioned  : 

1.  Manchester  City. — Mr.  Blackburn,  Mr.  Blain. 

2.  Cheetham  Hill  Road. — Mr.  J.  0.  Kidd,  Mr.  Hcrsehberg. 

3.  Rochdale  Road.— Mr.  J.  H.  N.idd,  Mr.  J.  Beal. 

4.  Ancoats. — Mr.  Drinlrwater,  Mr.  Dickson. 
5  Arduick. — Mr.  Eastwood,  Mr.  Lord. 

6.  Stockport  Road. — Mr.  Haworth,  Mr.  Inglis. 

7.  Oxford  Road  and  Upper  Brook  Street. — Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Mallinson. 

8.  Mm*  Side  and  Brook's  Bar. — Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Miller. 

9.  Rulme.— Mr.  Delve,  Mr.  Coates. 

10.  Eccles.— Mr.  Sclioles,  Mr.  V.  B.  Yates. 

Tho  only  changes  from  the  last  Insurance  Committee  are 
Mr.  J.  Bell  in  olace  of  Mr.  J.  Wild  in  No.  7  district,  and 
Mr.  V.  B.  Yates  for  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  No.  10  district.— 
In  consequence  of  an  unauthorised  and  incomplete  statement 
in  the  "Manchester  Guardian"  regarding  the  experience 
of  local  chemists  as  to  Insurance  dispensing,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Bates  (President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association)  has  in- 
formed our  contemporary  that  "149  firms  out  of  152,  and 


representing  about  190  shops,  have  agreed  to  continue  tho 
service  for  the  remaining  nine  months,  reserving  the  right  of. 
negotiation  on  some  unsatisfactory  items  in  the  tariff.  The 
question  of  inferior  qualities  of  drugs  has  not  in  the  slightest 
way  entered  into  our  calculations.  After  the  twelve  months, 
havo  expired,  the  Insurance  Committee  and  chemists  will 
be  better  able  to  judge  if  the  remuneration  has  been  satis- 
factory." It  was  stated  in  the  "Guardian's"  article  that 
the  funds  would  be  so  insufficient  that  20  to  30  per  cent, 
would  have  to  come  off  the  chemists'  bills.  Our  Manchester 
correspondent  states  that  "  neither  4 he  Chairman  nor  tho 
Clerk  of  the  Insurance  Committee  has  ever  stated  that  there 
would  not  be  enough  money  available  to  meet  the  first 
quarter's  accounts,  hence  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing; 
that  the  accounts  will  be  discounted.  They  may  be  and 
they  may  not,  but  no  one  at  present  can  tell." 

Margate.  —Mr.  Laybourn  presided  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Isle  of  Thanet  Chemists'  Association,  which  was  held  on 
April  9  and  was  devoted  chiefly  to  Insuranco  dispensing 
matters.  The  revised  tariff  was  considered  to  be  an  im- 
provement, and  it  is  hoped  to  get  an  extra  fee  for  after- 
business-hours  prescriptions. 

Middlesex.— The  Insurance  Committee  has  paid  two-thirds 
of  the  amounts  of  chemists'  accounts  up  to  March  15. 
Cheques  were  sent  out  on  April  17. 

lVeweastle-on-Tyne.  -A  meeting  of  panel  chemists  was 
held  on  Thursday  evening,  April  10,  Mr.  T.  M.  Clague  in 
the  chair.  Ho  submitted  a  report  of  the  meeting  with 
the  local  Medical  Committee,  which  was  unanimously 
accepted.  The  meeting  expressed  its  gratification  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  Medical  Committee  met  the  Chemists' 
Committee.  The  doctors  intend  to  stick  to  the  triplicate 
prescription-book.  The  revised  tariff  was  accepted,  and 
likewise  a  special  form  for  rendering  accounts  which  was. 
put  forward  by  Mr.  Schultz  on  behalf  of  the  local  Insurance 
Committee. 

Oxford. -Mr.  H.  C.  Goodall  (Secretary  of  the  Chemists" 
Association)  has'  reported  to  the  members  in  a  circular 
letter  that  at  a  joint  meeting  of  panel  doctors  and  chemists, 
held  on  Friday,  April  11,  the  revised  tariff,  with  additions 
and  alterations  {Id.  per  3  oz.  for  inf.  aurantii  to  inf. 
Valerianae),  was  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  Insurance 
Committee.  It  was  decided  to  retain  the  triplicate  pre- 
scription-book, a  copying-fee  thus  being  avoided.  The 
additions  made  at  the  request  of  the  doctors  were  lin. 
album  B.P.C.,  2d.  per  oz.  ;  unbleached  calico  bandages, 
2g  in.,  5d.  each,  and  3  in.,  bd.  each;  flannel  bandages,  4  in., 
Is.  8d.  each,  and  5  in.,  2s.  id.  each ;  elastic  web  bandages, 
grey,  2|  in.  wide,  2s.  bd.  each.  These  are  all  to  be 
b  yards  long  and  of  good  quality.  The  doctors  expressed 
a  wish  that  the  dispensing  labels  should  bear  the  same 
date  as  is  on  the  prescription — i.e.,  in  place  of  the  pre- 
scription number — so  as  to  do  away  to  a  certain  extent  with 
the  writing  of  "  Rep.  mist."  Every  chemist  in  Oxford  is 
on  the  panel,  and  in  the  first  quarter  they  have  dispensed 
9,000  Insurance  prescriptions.  There  are  about  16,000- 
insured  persons  in  Oxford,  so  that  about  300?.  (on  the  Is.  bd. 
per  annum  basis)  will  be  available  to  pay  for  the  medicines 
and  appliances. 

Peterborough.- At  a  meeting  of  the  Soke  of  Peter- 
borough Insurance  Committee  on  April  9,  the  Medical 
Benefit  Sub-committee  reported  that  Messrs.  J.  W.  Bodger, 
H.  E.  Noble,  and  J.  G.  Sturton  had  attended  as  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  It  was 
agreed  that  chemists  be  requested  to  keep  open  on  Wednes- 
day and  Friday  until  8  p.m.  without  extra  payment,  and 
also  tor  one  hour  on  Thursday  evenings,  Sundays,  and  bank 
holidays  for  dispensing  prescriptions,  and  that  a  fee  of 
bd.  be  paid  for  all  prescriptions  dispensed  on  Sundays  and 
bank  holidays.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  Committee 
resolved  to  recommend  that  the  chemists  should  not  bo 
asked  to  keep  open  for  one  hour  on  Thursdays  for  the  next 
three  months,  and  that  after  that  time  the  matter  should 
bo  reconsidered.  They  also  recommended  that  Mr.  Sydney 
H.  Page,  chemist  and  druggist,  Peterborough,  should  be 
engaged  to  check  prescriptions,  at  a  fee  of  Is.  per  100. 
Dr.  L.  B.  Cane  declared  that  the  arrangement  of  the 
chemists'  hours  was  not  likely  to  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  doctors,  but  the  Clerk  mentioned  that  the  only 
objection  they  have  is  as  to  closing  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day at  7  p.m.  ;  they  suggested  8  p.m.  Dr.  Cane,  however, 
insisted  that  medical  practitioners  would  not  accept  7  P.M. 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Sturton  replied 
that  chemists  would  not  be  willing  to  accept  eight  o'clock. 
Ultimately  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  were 
adopted. 

Sheffield.— There  are  now  about  90  per  cent,  of  the 
Sheffield  chemists  on  the  panel.  Messrs.  Wat6on  &  Co.,  High 
Street,  have  withdrawn  from  it.      A  matter  which  has 
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recently  been  engaging  attention  is  the  attempt  by  certain 
doctors  in  rural  districts  around  Sheffield  to  do  their  own 
dispensing  in  cases  where  the  nearest  chemist  is  not  a  mile 
distant.  Representations  are  being  made  on  the  subject, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  abuse  will  shortly  be  stopped. 

Staffordshire.  — Brierley  Hill  doctors  have  complained 
that  patients  are  not  able  to  have  their  prescriptions  made 
up  on  Wednesday  evenings  (the  early-closing  day)  at  a  local 
pharmacy,  and  it  appears  that  this  is  because  the  manager 
of  the  shop  must  be  allowed  a  half-day's  holiday.  The 
Insurance  Committee  have  informed  the  firm  that  the 
Medical  Benefit  regulations  must  be  adhered  to.  When  the 
new  drug  tariff  came  up  for  consideration,  the  Clerk  pointed 
out  that  the  prescription-copying  fee  of  Id.  would  more 
than  exhaust  the  2s.  per  insured  person  for  drugs  by  nearly 
2,000£.  The  Committee  adopted  the  new  tariff,  subject  to 
the  Id.  fee  being  deleted,  duplicates  of  each  prescription 
to  be  provided  by  the  doctors. 

Wales.  —  In  response  to  requests  for  increased  chemists' 
representation  on  Welsh  Insurance  Committees,  Mr.  Jas.  B. 
Francis  (Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Welsh  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee)  has  been  informed  by  the  Welsh 
Insurance  Commissioners  that,  "  in  view  of  the  provisional 
nature  of  the  present  Insurance  Committees,  they  do  not 
propose  at  present  to  appoint  any  new  members  or  to  fill 
any  vacancies  that  may  occur." — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Glamorgan  County  Insurance  Committee  at  Cardiff  on 
Monday,  a  deputation  of  chemists  discussed  with  the  Com- 
mittee, \nter  alia,  the  revised  drug  tariff  and  overtime  and 
late  fees  for  urgent  prescriptions.  A  medical  deputation 
strongly  objected  to  chemists'  prescriptions  being  priced 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee ;  but,  in  view  of 
the  various  difficulties  in  tbe  work  of  checking  the  accounts, 
And  the  short  time  available  for  making  arrangements, 
it  was  decided  that  the  work  for  last  quarter  be  done  by 
the  Standing  Committee,  but  with  regard  to  the  future  it 
was  resolved  to  ask  the  Insurance  Commissioners  to  appoint 
an  independent  staff  for  this  purpose.  The  Committee 
decided  to  arrange  a  joint  conference  with  the  doctors  and 
•chemists,  in  order  that  points  of  difference  should  be  dis- 
cussed and  definite  arrangements  agreed  upon.  Both 
deputations  agreed  to  this  course,  and  it  was  decided  to 
-call  a  meeting  at  an  early  date. 

Yorkshire.  -  Opinions  on  Insurance  dispensing  in  the 
West  Riding  during  the  first  quarter  have  been  obtained  by 
the  "  Yorkshire  Observer's  "  representatives  from  Messrs. 
Marmaduke  Firth  (Bradford),  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant 
(Leeds),  J.  W:  Tiffany  (Halifax),  J.  B.  Wood  (Hudders- 
field),  and  Reginald  Day  (Dewsbury).  There  is  little 
novel  in  what  they  are  reported  to  have  said.  The  first 
three  are  unanimous  in  reporting  a  decline  in  sales  of 
"  proprietary  medicines,"  but  Mr.  Tiffany  added  that  self- 
doctoring  has  not  diminished  much.  Councillor  Wood  ex- 
pected a  big  decline  in  the  sale  of  patent  medicines,  but 
has  not  experienced  it,  and  that  is  substantially  Mr.  Day's 
experience  also. 

Points  in  Dispensing  Practice. 

Questions  and  answers  on  difficulties  of  interpretation 
and  pricing. 

Aspibin  Tablets.— If .  B.  W.  B.  (39/38).— Charge  33  per 
cent,  on  cost  plus  a  dispensing-fee  of  id.  for  twelve  tablets. 

"  Tabloids."— 4.  S.  W.  (39/15). — The  reply  to  "  C.  L." 
under  this  heading  in  bur  issue  of  March  8  (index  folio  381) 
•covers  your  first  question.  The  33  per  cent,  added  should  be 
to  net  cost,  and  not  list  price. 

Our  Pricing-card  does  not  profess  to  give  the  informa- 
tion that  is  in  the  tariff.  You  will  find  on  reference  to 
p.  15  of  the  tariff  that  the  dispen6ing-fee  for  two  dozen 
lozenges  is  Ad.,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  there  is  the  charge 
for  the  lozenges  at  the  rate  of  2id.  per  oz.  Reply  to 
W.  B.  W.  B.  (39/38). 

Form  of  Order.—  L.  B.  (42/60).— It  is  really  no  part  of 
the  chemist's  business  to  object  to  the  kind  of  official  form 
on  which  doctors  prescribe  remedies  for  insured  persons,  as 
in  their  contract  all  that  they  are  asked  to  do  is  to  "  supply 
to  any  person  presenting  an  order  ...  in  a  form  pro- 
vided by  the  Committee,"  but  whether  pink,  green,  or  white 
the  contract  does  not  say. 

Drachm  and  a-half  of  Tincture. — P.  D.  S.  (45/30)  asks: 
"  Under  the  revised  tariff  should  V$d.  be  charged  for  siss. 
of  tinctures,  etc.,  the  tariff  price  for  which  is  4<2.  per  oz. 
and  Id.  per  drachm?  "  [Yes;  but  note  this  applies  only  to 
tinctures  and  spirits  where  there  are  special  flat  rates. 
Other  items  in  the  tariff  are  priced  at  4d.  per  oz.  and  %d. 
per  drachm.] 


Hair-brush  Bristles  have  gone  up  20  per  cent,  in  price 
compared  with  last  September. 


PATENT  MEDICINES. 

Evidence  given  before  the  House  of  Commons'  Select 
Committee  at  the  sitting  on  Thursday,  April  17. 


THE  Committee  met  again  at  the  House  of  Commons  on 
April  17.  Sir  Henry  Norman  was  in  the  chair,  the 
other  members  present  being  Dr.  Chappie,  Mr.  Cawley, 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  and  Mr.  Bathurst.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  of  the  public.  The  morning  was 
taken  up  with  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry, 
whose  evidence  was  heard  last  week.  The  ethics  involved 
when  a  medical  man  prescribes  proprietary  medicines  of 
whose  composition  he  is  ignorant  was  the  most  important 
topic  dealt  with,  and  witness  also  re-stated  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Chairman  the  limitations  of  analysis.  After  lun- 
cheon, Mr.  R.  C.  Wren  gave  evidence,  mainly  directed  to 
medicine-stamp  side  of  the  question  at  issue. 

Warburg's  Tincture. 

At  the  outset  the  Chairman  asked  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to 
continue  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Ernest  John  Parry, 
whose  evidence  in  chief  was  given  last  week. 

Mr.  Parry,  however,  asked  leave  first  to  correct  two 
slight  misstatements  he  made  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Committee.    He  said  : 

I  stated,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Lynch,  that  Dr.  James's  Fever 
Powder  had  ceased  to  be  a  proprietary  medicine.  That  is 
not  correct.  It  has  been  a  proprietary  article  since  1745, 
and  is  still  one.  It  belongs  to  Messrs.  Newbery,  the  original 
makers.  The  second  misstatement  I  accidentally  made  was 
that  Dr.  Warburg's  Tincture,  about  which  certain  questions 
were  asked,  never  had  been  a  proprietary  article.  Since 
the  last  meeting  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
has  been  kind  enough  to  send  me  some  papers,  which  show 
that  Warburg's  Tincture  was  a  proprietary  article  invented 
by  Dr.  Warburg  and  brought  over  to  this  country,  and 
that  negotiations  were  actually  pending  for  it  to  be  brought 
out  by  a  firm  of  medicine-makers.  That  firm  had  arranged 
to  pay  Dr.  Warburg  a  royalty  of  Ad.  a  bottle.  His  medical 
friends  said  to  him,  "  You  will  never  get  the  medical  pro- 
fession to  prescribe  a  remedy  which  is  brought  out  as  a 
secret  remedy,"  and  pressed  on  him  to  disclose  the  formula. 
An  inaccurate  formula  had  already  been  published  by  some 
sort  of  analytical  commission  in  Germany.  Dr.  Warburg 
therefore  published  the  correct  formula  of  his  preparation, 
and  the  result  was  that  he  entirely  ruined  his  proprietary 
rights.  Within  three  weeks  of  the  publication  one  firm  in 
London  had  already  brought  out  Warburg's  Tincture. 
The  Chairman:  Under  that  name? 

Mr.  Parry :  Yes,  under  that  name ;  and  very  shortly 
after  every  wholesale  druggist  in  London  was  making  War- 
burg's Tincture.  That  publication  of  formula  so  entirely 
ruined  Dr.  Warburg  that  in  1890  the  Hon.  Sidney  Holland 
addressed  a  letter  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  asking  for 
a  fund  to  be  got  up  to  recoup  Dr.  Warburg  for  his  loss,  as 
he  was  in  absolute  penury. 

The  Chairman  :  This  was  when  he  was  eighty-six  years  of 
age  ? 

Witness  :  That  is  so. 

Mr.  Newton  asked,  how  long  did  he  enjoy  the 
profits  from  this  preparation  before  ho  disclosed  the 
formula  ?  The  Chairman  said  the  Hon.  Sidney  Holland 
stated  in  his  letter  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  that 
the  Government  gave  Dr.  Warburg  200?.  in  recognition  of 
the  great  value  of  his  invention,  but  that  was  all  the 
recognition  he  hod. 

Sir  Henry,  having  ascertained  from  Mr.  Parry  that  he 
could  not  give  any  information  regarding  the  analytical 
commission  referred  to  said  : 

It  strikes  me  that  all  analyses  made  by  commissions  and 
independent  analysts  are  found  to  be  inaccurate  and 
misleading. 

Witness :  I  think  not  quite  that.  I  think  it  comes  to 
this :  Where  you  are  dealing  with  mixtures  of  organic  sub- 
stances, in  most*  cases  you  can  get  certain  analytical  results 
from  which  quite  a  number  of  deductions  may  be  drawn, 
all  of  them  consistent  with  those  analytical  results,  and 
therefore  all  possibly  correct. 

Mr.  Parry  further  cited  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice 
Stirling  in  Powell  v.  Birmingham  Brewery  in  support  of 
his  contention.  This  was  a  case  in  regard  to  the  com- 
position of  a  sauce,  when  the  Judge  said  that  on  the 
expert  evidence  it  was  obvious  that  chemical  analysis 


Index    Folio  598 


April  19,  1913 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


57 


failed  to  supply  evidence  from  which  en  identical  sauc 
could  be  made. 

Mb.  Paeby  Ceoss-examixed. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  who  began  his  cross-examination  at  thi 
point,  called  attention  to  the  schedule  of  the  Medicine 
Stamp  Act,  1812.  He  said :  You  have  put  in  a  list  of 
twenty-two  proprietary  articles,  the  formulae  of  which  have 
been  imitated  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Among  the  articles 
in  the  Schedule  is  Anderson's  Scott's  Pills,  Daffy's  Elixir 
Friar's  Balsam,  James's  Fever  Powder,  and  Singleton's 
Eye-ointment.  You  say  that  these  formula?  appear  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia  ? — Yes. 

Dr.  Warburg,  apparently,  was  a  medical  man  of  repute 
Do  you  think  he  could  explain  to  anybody  to  which  of  tin 
nineteen  ingredients  could  be  attributed  the  merits  of  War 
burg's  Tincture? — No,  I  have  never  heard  any  suggestion 
that  it  was  due  to  any  ingredient.  It  would  be  due  to  the 
combination  of  tiny  doses  of  different  substances,  to  none 
of  which  could  one  say  that  the  merit  of  the  mixture  was 
due. 

Could  anybody  scientifically  explain  it? — It  would  be 
possible  to  justify  it  as  a  result  of  experience,  but  not  from 
deduction. 

You  say  that  at  one  time  it  was  a  proprietary  medicine. 
Is  that  what  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  says  ? — Yes,  The 
Chemist  and  Deuggist  says  that. 

Am  I  right  in  saying  that  if  onoe  an  article  has  been  a 
proprietary  medicine  it  is  thereafter  always  liable  to  stamp 
duty  ? — I  am  afraid  I  do  not  know  enough  about  the  Stamp 
Act  to  answer  that  question. 

The  Chairman  :  Not  so  much  as  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  I  warn 
you  to  be  careful  in  answering  him.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  You  cannot  explain  how  it  is  that  War 
burg's  Tincture,  having  been  a  proprietary  article,  is  to-day 
allowed  to  be  sold  without  a  stamp  ? — No,  I  cannot.  One 
never  knows  which  way  the  Act  will  be  interpreted.  I  have 
seen  two  sets  of  labels  sent  to  the  Inland  Revenue  on  the 
same  day  from  different  addresses,  and  though  they  were 
duplicate  sets,  one  came  back  marked  as  liable  to  stamp- 
duty,  and  the  other  as  . not  liable. 

The  Chairman :  That  is  a  very  interesting  piece  of 
evidence. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones — reading  from  Alpe's  "  Medicine  Stamp 
Act  "  :  The  Act  says  that  any  medicine  which  has  been 
proprietary  shall  hereafter  be  stamped.  That  is  the  law. 
Suppose  Sir  Joseph  Beecham  were  to  feel  that  it  was  right 
that  the  world  should  know  exactly  what  is  in  Beecham's 
Pills,  and  published  the  formula,  and  people  could  then 
with  truth  say  they  were  selling  Beecham's  Pills,  though 
they  made  them  up  themselves,  and  if  they  sold  them  as 
Beecham's  Pills,  as  the  law  stands  they  would  have  to 
continue  to  put  the  stamp  upon  them  ? — Yes.  I  should  say 
they  would  be  liable  to  stamp-duty,  but  Warburg's  Tincture 
has  escaped. 

In  your  criticism  of  the  analyses  in  "  Secret  Remedies," 
am  I  right  in  saying  that  it  mainly  resolves  itself  into  this, 
that  you  object  to  the  inferences  which  the  authors  draw 
from  what  they  have  found  by  analysis? — That  is  my  main 
objection. 

Medical  Testimonials. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  You  put  in  for  the  private  information 
of  the  Committee  certain  testimonials  given  by  members 
of  the  medical  profession  in  regard  to  a  proprietary  medi- 
cine ? — Yes. 

Can  you  explain  in  any  way  why  medical  men  of  high 
standing  should  write  testimonials  for  a  proprietary  and 
secret  medicine  ?— My  explanation  of  that  has  to  do  with 
the  merits  of  the  proprietary  medicine.  This  particular 
remedy  does  contain  a  very  valuable  drug,  which  is  recog 
nised  by  the  medical  profession. 

The  Chairman  :  We  have  had  that  statement  in  regard  to 
many  proprietary  medicines. 

Mr  Parry:  But  in  this  case  it  is  a  drug  which  is  excep- 
tionally well  thought  of  by  the  medical  profession.  In  the 
present  case  the  whole  of  the  medical  profession  was  cir- 
cularised. I  have  put  the  circular  in,  and  replies  are  still 
coming  in.  Since  February  15  over  3,000  applications  for 
samp  es  have  been  made;  and,  after  having  tried  these 
samples,  between  two  or  three  hundred  doctors  have  sent 
letters  many  of  which  strongly  approve  the  remedy.  They 
say  they  have  tried  it  after  everything  else  has  failed, 
and  it  has  been  a  success. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones:  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  it  is 
not  an  uncommon  thing  for  members  of  the  nrofession  to 
write  testimonials  expressing  a  good  opinion  of  proprietary 
medicines  ?— It  is  a  very  common  thing. 

Can  ycu  offer  the  Committee  any  explanation  why  the 
medical  profession   as  such  should   write  testimonials  in 


regard  to  proprietary  medicines  ? — I  think  it  is  because 
they  honestly  think  they  are  good. 

Mr.  Newton,  who  next  took  up  the  examination  of 
witness :  Would  you  say  that  these  medical  men  w  ho  express 
this  favourable  opinion  believe  that  the  proprietary  medicine 
fulfils  the  promise  held  out  for  it  in  the  advertisements? — 
I  should  think  the  medical  men  would  be  dishonest  if  they 
did  not. 

Do  you  believe  a  medical  man  sees  the  ordinary  adver- 
tisement ? — Yes,  I  should  think  he  must  see  it  in  the  daily 
Press. 

It  seems  difficult  to  me  to  imagine  that  a  doctor  would  givo 
a  testimonial  to  something  which  promises  to  do  every- 
thing ? — In  the  majority  of  cases  I  do  not  think  there  is  & 
promise  to  do  everything. 

What  is  your  view  of  the  way  to  deal  with  so-called  reme- 
dies for  cancer  and  consumption  ? — Since  an  action  cannot 
be  taken  with  success  in  the  Law  Courts,  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  suppressed  altogether.  It  should  be  made  illegal  to 
advertise  cures  for  diseases  like  cancer  and  consumption^ 
which  are  so  obviously  incurable  by  mere  drugs.  It  is  not 
fair  that  the  public  should  be  defrauded  by  these  remedies. 

Do  you  care  to  recommend  the  way  in  which  the  advertiser 
should  be  brought  to  book  ? — I  should  make  his  pocket  feel  it 
very  heavily  first,  and  then  I  should  adopt  the  penalties  of 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  subsequent  offences. 

You  say  cancer,  consumption,  and  other  diseases.  What 
other  diseases  do  you  mean  ? — Diseases  like  locomotor  ataxy 
and  diabetes.  I  think  they  are  to  a  certain  extent  indicated' 
in  the  list  put  before  you  by  Mr.  Umney. 

Do  you  think  any  proprietary  medicine  ought  to  be  able 
to  hold  itself  out  as  a  cure  for  anything  ? — Well,  take  the 
example  I  mentioned  last  week.  Leaving  out  the  risk  of 
meningitis,  when  I  have  a  headache  I  take  an  antifebrine- 
powder,  and  it  certainly  cures  my  headache. 

The  Australian  Law. 
Mr.  Newton :  The  Australian  law  modifies  proprietary- 
medicine  advertisements? — Yes. 

You  have  seen  the  evidence  we  had  in  connection  with 
Beecham's  Pills.  If  you  remember,  some  of  the  literature 
came  rather  as  a  surprise  to  many  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, for  these  pills  were  held  out  to  do  more  than  what 
one  knows  they  will  do.  Do  you  think  that  is  permissible,, 
or  do  you  think  some  control  should  be  exercised  ? — I  have 
not  seen  the  literature,  but  if  there  are  statements  which 
are  obviously  extravagant  the  proprietor  ought  to  put  his- 
house  in  order.  I  certainly  should  not  go  so  far  as  to 
the  Australian  Acts.  They  have  got  to  this  degree  that 
the  label  of  some  fruit-saline  which  was  sent  out  was  objected' 
to  because  the  authorities  said:  "There  is  no  fruit  in  it; 
but  as_  there  are  mineral  substances  you  may  label  it  earth- 
saline."  Objection  was  also  taken  in'regard  to  a  label  which 
stated  ".Invaluable  to  athletes."  The  authorities  said: 
"  It  is  not  invaluable,  but  you  may  label  it  valuable  to 
athletes."  I  do  not  think  there  is  very  much  difference 
there. 

The  Chairman  :  That  is  a  point  of  literature,  I  think. 
Mr.  Parry  then,  in  reply  to  the  Chairman  and  other 
members  of  the  Committee,  explained  that  the  only  source 
of  tartaric  and  citric  acids  in  fruit-saline  is  from  grapes 
and  lemons,  and  that  the  mineral  kingdom  does  not  yield' 
these  organic  acids. 

Dr.  Chappie  then  took  up  the  examination  of  witness,, 
and  obtained  the  admission  that  deception  in  advertise- 
ments would  be  more  serious  where  the  health  is  concerned,, 
but  he  added  :  "  Our  definition  of  deception  would  pro- 
bably be  very  different."  Witness  also  explained  that 
the  education  of  practitioners  depends  in  a  measure  on- 
the  firms  who  make  or  pack  new  drugs  or  combinations. 
Illustrating  the  amount  of  money  that  various  firms  spend' 
on  popularising  their  particular  brand  of  tablets,  he  said 
there  lr,  no  difference  between  the  tablets,  yet  firms  spend 
huge  sums  of  money  to  induce  medical  men  to  write  certain 
mtials  after  the  name  of  the  tablet.  Medical  men,  he 
said,  are  very  susceptible  to  advertisement,  which  he- 
further  expanded  by  saying  they  are  exceedingly,  credu- 
lous. 

Dr.  Chappie  tried  to  get  witness  to  say  that  the  pre- 
ference was  given  to  particular  brands  because  of  the 
elegant  form  in  which  the  medicine  is  presented,  and  said  : 
"You  certainly  would  not  presume  to  tell  a  doctor  the 
therapeutic  value  of  the  drugs  he  is  to  employ."  This- 
caused  a  ripple  of  laughter,  and  witness  indicated  the 
kind  of  therapeutic  suggestions  which  the  doctor  receives- 
by  reference  to  Squire's  advertisement  in  a  copy  of  the 
"  British  Medical  Journal  "  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  handed 
him. 
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Dr.  Chappie :  Do  you  mean  to  say  that .  if  a  doctor 
received,  say,  a  medicine  called  "Cure-it,"  he  would 
prescribe  it? — The  doctor  does  it. 

Dr.  Chappie  further  referred  to  the  list  of  vegetable 
■substances  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  which  he  suggested  had 
Sheen  duplicated,  as  the  names  occur  in  the  index  in  both 
English  and  Latin.  Mr.  Parry,  said  these  had  been  counted 
by  going  through  the  pages. 

Mr.  Bathurst  then  took  a  hand  at  examining  witness. 
""  Could  not,"  he  asked,  "all  poisonous  or  deleterious  in- 
gredients in  a  mixture  be  detected  analytically?  "  Witness 
.replied  that,  broadly  speaking,  they  could  be  detected. 
"  Then  what  is  the  objection  to  stating  the  poison  on  the 
label?"  Mr.  Parry  said  this  would  have  the  tendency 
■to  drive  the  public  to  purchase  the  poison  per  sc.  The 
Pharmacy  Act,  he  explained,  regulates  sufficiently  the  sale 
■of  poisons.  Witnccs  was  further  asked  in  regard  to  what 
penalty  he  would  apply  in  cases  of  advertisers  of  incurable 
■disease,  and  who  should  prosecute  ?  He  did  not  regard 
•syphilis  as  an  incurable  disease,  but  thought  some  restric- 
tions should  be  imposed  on  the  advertisements  of  remedies 
for  that  complaint — under  the  Indecent  Advertisements 
Act,  for  example.  Mr.  Bathurst  asked  further  questions 
(regarding  the  education  of  doctors,  and  the  possibilities 
of  many  ,  new  combinations  in  a  series  of  drugs  like  iron, 
•quinine,  and  strychnine.  He  then  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
make  a  statement  in  regard  to  Mr.  Parry's  remarks  on  the 
^previous  occasion,  when  he  (witness)  referred  to  him  as 
•Chairman  of  the  Pure  Food  and  Health  Association  which 
.guaranteed  proprietary  articles.  Mr.  Bathurst  said  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Association  now,  having  resigned 
iris  position  four  months  ago.  Mr.  Parry  referred  last 
"week  to  the  "  Skipper  "  sardine  case,  and  Mr.  Bathurst 
said  he  thought  perhaps  witness  had  in  mind  an  adver- 
tisement of  Hall's  Wine  in  which  his  name  and  that  of 
(the  President  of  the  Association  are  ueed.  He  (Mr. 
Bathur»,t)  had  written  to  the  advertisers,  and  asked  them 
"to  discontinue  his  name  in  their  advertisements. 

Analytical  Limitations. 

Then  the  Chairman  asked  Mr.  Parry  if  he  could  furnish 
tthe  Committee  with  a  general  statement  in  summary,  of 
'  tfche  analytical  possibilities  in  regard  to  drugs. 

Witness :  I  think  I  can  in  the  case  of  purely  organic 
drugs.  The  difficulty  of  an  analysis  increases  enormously 
.as  the  number  of  ingredients  present  increases.  If  there 
are  three  ingredients  present  it,  is  perhaps  six  times  as 
•difficult  to  detect  them  as  when  only  one  is  present.  If  there 
are  a  dozen  it  becomes  practically  an  impossibility.  You 
•can.  only  identify  with  certainty  such  drugs  as  'Contain  an 
active  principle  such  as  a  glucoside  or  an  alkaloid.  The 
'vast  majority  of  organic  drugs  and  the  important  ones  do 
siot  contain  such  identifiable  principles,  and  when  they  are 
•alone,  and  more  certainly  when  they  are  in  mixtures,  you 
have  to  rely  on  some  other  than  chemical  means.  When  you 
are  dealing  with  a  powder  you  have  the  microscope  in 
addition,  but  in  the  case  pi  a  liquid  the  microscope  is 
useless,  and  you  then  have  to  fall  back  on  your  taste  and 
■smell,  or,  in  a  few  rare  cases,  physiological  tests,  which, 
of  course,  are  not  possible  in  the  ordinary  way,  as  they 
involve  experiments  on  living  animals,  so  that  for  practical 
purposes  they  may  be  excluded. 

Mr.  Parry  gave  as  an  instance  aconitine,  where  there 
3s  no  chemical  test  which  will  establish  its  identity,  but 
tthe  analyst  has  to  rely  on  the  sensation  produced  on  the 
tongue.  This  was  resorted  to  in  the  Lamson  poisoning 
•case.  Further  elucidating  the  point,  he  said  that  in  case 
of  a  mixture  containing  aloes  the  taste  of  that  drug  would 
•dominate  any  other  drugs  present. 

In  response  to  a  further  question  as  to  what  body  is  to 
■act  as  a  court  of  appeal,  and  say  what  remedies  shall  not 
ibe  advertised,  and  what  are  exaggerated  statements,  wit- 
ness said  he  preferred  not  to  indicate  the  composition  of 
such  a  bod*. 

When  reminded  by  the  Chairman  that  it  was  a  very- 
important  question,  he  said  he  quite  realised  its  importance, 
tout  he  thought  the  greater  part  of  the  evil  would  be  re- 
moved if  a  specific  list  was  compiled  of  incurable  diseases, 
remedies  for  which  should  not  be  advertised.  He  did  not 
think  the  public  are  substantially  harmed,  for  example, 
by    the    advertisement    of  a    "  One-night  Cold-cure," 


although  it  is  quite  obvious  that  in  some  cases  a  cold  cannot 
be  cured  in  one  night. 

The  Chairman :  What  is  the  ethical  position  of  a  doctor 
whom  I  go  to  consult,  and  who  doses  me  with  a  drug  presented 
to  him  by  a  commercial  firm,  of  the  nature  of  which  he 
is  himself  ignorant  ? 

Witness :  A  doctor  ought  to  know  the  results  which  are 
going  to  follow  the  medicine  when  he  prescribes  it. 

The  Chairman  :  A  large  number  of  your  small  criticisms 
of  the  medical  profession  becoming  cumulative  constitute  a 
serious  charge,  because  you  have  told  us  that  doctors  are 
ignorant,  that  they  do  not  know  of  the  existence  of  a  good 
many  drugs,  and  that  they  are  very  credulous  about  the 
action  of  drugs  ? — I  do  not  think  I  quite  put  it  like  that.  I 
said  it  is  quite  well  known  that  the  time  at  their  disposal 
for  education  in  pharmacy,  chemistry,  and  materia  medica 
is  totally  inadequate. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  you  really  believe  that  doctors  pre- 
scribe secret  remedies  of  the  composition  of  which  they 
know  nothing  ?  Yes ;  take  the  case  of  Antikamnia,  which 
has  been  sold  very  largely  and  almost  entirely  on  the  pre- 
scription of  medical  men.  Phenalgin  is  another  case;  yet 
if  acetanilide  is  sold  as  Daisy  Powder  they  condemn  it. 

Then  you  really  think  that  medical  men  do  prescribe  to 
their  patients  very  largely  medicines  of  the  value  of  which 
they  are  ignorant  ? — Yes.  to  a  considerable  extent.  There 
is  the  case  of  Aletris  Cordial.  Under  that  name  an  American 
firm  brought  out  a  remedy  with  only  a  general  indication 
of  what  it  was.  Its  reputation  has  been  built  up  by  British 
medical  men  prescribing  it.    It  is  an  exceedingly  good  thing. 

Is  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  patent  medicines  increas- 
ing ? — I  should  hardly  think  it  is  increasing,  except  that 
some  firms  are  trying  to  sell  preparations  made  up  from 
the  formulae  in  "  Secret  Remedies." 

Before  leaving  the  Committee,  Mr.  Parry  said  he 
would  like  to  supplement  what  he  had  said  about  dis- 
closing the  formula  by  placing  the  name  of  poisons  on  the 
label  by  pointing  out  that  in  nearly  every  case  of  death 
in  this  country  owing  to  self-medication,  it  was  due  not 
to  a  patent  medicine,  but  to  the  use  of  drugs  sold  with 
the  name  on  the  bottle.  Veronal  is  a  good  example.  The 
public  had  never  heard  of  that  drug  until  the  tablets  were 
on  6ale  in  all  chemists'  shops,  but  the  number  of  deaths 
from  that  drug  had  been  more  in  one  year  than  from 
patent  medicines  in  a  century. 

After-luncheon  Evidence. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Wren,  representing  the  Association  of  Whole- 
sale Druggists  and  Manufacturers  of  Medicinal  Prepara- 
tions, was  examined  when  the  Committee  resumed  at  2.30. 
The  object  of  his  evidence  was  to  advise  the  Committee 
in  respect  to  the  effect  on  trade  of  the  Ransom  r.  San- 
guinetti  decision  under  the  Medicine  Stamp  Acts,  and  he 
first  spoke  of  the  extent  of  the  business  in  low-priced 
packets  of  medicines.  He  said  that  one  firm  alone  sup- 
plies between  eight  and  nine  thousand  shops  with  these, 
another  between  four  and  five  thousand,  a  third  750  shops, 
a  fourth  2,000,  a  fifth  7,500,  a  sixth  17,000,  and  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  supply  stores  and  branch 
stores  to  the  number  of  five  to  six  thousand  with  medi- 
cines and  simo'©  drugs.  He  proceeded  to  epitomise  the 
judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Wills  in  Farmer  v.  Glyn- Jones, 
stating  that  up  to  then  (1903)  ailment-names  were  used 
without  question,  and  explained  how  the  Sanguinetti 
decision  upset  this  practice,  and  dealt  a  tremendous  blow 
to  the  business  of  the  members  of  the  Association  which 
he  represented,  especially  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  prepara- 
tions with  body-names.  He  submitted  a  list  of  ailment - 
and  body-names  to  demonstrate  how  one  of  the  latter  can 
b&  ueed  for  the  former  : 


Bronchitis 

Chest  and  Lung. 

Blood  Purifier  ... 

Blood  Mixture. 

Biliousness 

...  Bile. 

Corn. 

Toe  or  Foot. 

Cough 

Chest  and  Lung. 
Astringent  or  Bowel. 

Diarrhoea  ... 

Dyspepsia 

Digestive. 

Eczema  ... 

Blood. 

Gripe   

Soothing. 

Gravel   

Kidney  and  Bladder 

Headache 

Head. 

Indigestion 

Digestive — Stomach. 

Neuralgia 

Tooth  or  Nerve. 

Toothache 

...  Tooth. 

Teething   

Cooling. 
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Mr.  Wren  then  spoke  of  the  millions  of  head-powders 
►Id  by  the  Association  members  yearly,  and  claimed  that 
le  Association  was  the  means  of  preventing  acetanilide 
;ing  added  to  the  Poisons  Schedule.  Further,  he  asked 
iat  in  any  fresh  legislation,  body-  and  organ-names  should 
3  continued  by  statute,  and  that  the  use  of  ailment-names 
erely  in  the  titles  of  medicines  should  be  restored  with- 
it  liability  to  stamp-duty  being  incurred. 
The  crosn-examination  was  principally  in  the  hands  of 
~r.  Glyn-Jones.  During  the  reading  of  witness's  state- 
ent  the  Chairman  interjected,  as  usual,  pertinent  ques- 
ons,  but  not  many.  He  elicited  the  information  that  the 
ajority  of  the  customers  of  Mr.  Wren's  Association  did 
)t  hold  a  patent-medicine  licence.  Also,  that  the  purpose 
:  the  Association's  appearance  before  the  Committee  was 
i  urge  that  such  unqualified  traders  should  be  allowed  to 
11  mixtures  with  ailment-names  as  they  had  done  up  to 

m. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  interested  in  Mr.  Wren's  statement 
Lat  in  Yorkshire  alone  there  are  over  600  villages  of 
irying  populations  in  which  there  are  no  chemists'  shops, 
seing  that  the  majority  of  the  small  shopkeepers  who 
ipplied  these  medicines  did  not  hold  a  patent-medicine 
jence,  was  not  that  an  indication,  he  asked,  that  the 
isiness  was  so  small  that  a  5s.  licence  was  not  worth 
idle.  Witness  replied  that  it  was  not  a  question  of 
:ing  able  to  afford  it,  but  a  question  of  necessity.  The 
edicines  that  were  asked  for  could  be  sold  without  a 
>ence.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  took  witness  on  the  San- 
linetti  decision,  and  the  pure-drug  exemption.  Witness 
;reed  that  "Influenza  Pastilles"  could  scarcely  mean 
lything  but  pastilles  for  the  relief  or  cure  of  influenza. 
!r.  Glyn-Jonss  then  referred  to  Mr.  Lawson's  evidence 
fortnight  ago  with  regard  to  Daisy  Powders  and  Head- 
>wders  made  by  Daisy,  Ltd.,  put  up  in  similar  packages, 
it  not  containing  the  same  ingredients.  Did  he  think 
ich  a  state  of  things  was  advantageous  to  the  public  or 
■  traders  ?  Mr.  Wren  replied  that  his  personal  opinion 
as  that  it  would  be  well  if  all  medicine  vendors  had 
itent-medicine  licences.  He  did  not  claim  on  behalf  of 
s  Association  that  unqualified  vendors  should  have  the 
me  rights  as  qualified  chemists,  but  that  they  should 
ive  the  same  rights  to  sell  ailment-name  remedies  as  they 
id  up  to  the  time  of  the  Sanguinetti  judgment.  Mr. 
lyn-Jones  then  put  some  concrete  examplesi  to  show,  the 
ogicality,  as  Mr.  Bathurst  termed  it,  of  the  Assccia- 
yn's  demand.  "Bronchitis  Mixture"  should  be  sold 
rstamped,  but  "  This  mixture  is  a  remedy  for  bronchitis  " 
lould  be  stamped;  "  Antibilious  Pills"  unstamped,,  but 
These  pills  should  cure  biliousness  "  stamped,  and  so 
l.  Witness  agreed  that  it  might  be  the  case  that 
Lancashire  the  "  Head  Powders"  and  "Liver  Pills" 
it  up  and  sold  in  penny  packets,  and  sold  largely,  were 
'ten  asked  for  by  the  public  as  "  Parkinson's  Pills," 
Parkinson's  Head  Powders,"  and  so  on. 
Mr.  Bathurst  was  keenly  interested  in  these  "  irra- 
onalities  and  absurd  distinctions,"  and  attempted  to  get 
itness  to  admit  that  "head-powders  "  and  "  headache- 
3wders,"  "  cough-mixture  "  and  "cough-cure,"  were 
gically  meant  for  the  same  thing.  Witness  saw  a  dis- 
nction  between  calling  a  thing  a  "cough-mixture" 
id  a  "  cough-cure,"  but  agreed  that  logically  it  was  hard 
i  believe  that  anyone  would  suppose  a  "  cough-mixture  " 
as  intended  to  produce  a  cough.  Mr.  Wren  said  there 
ere  many  illogical  things  in  connection  with  the  Inland 
evenue  decisions  on  these  points,  but  his  point  was  that 
ie  Committee  might  consider  whether  the  large  trade 
i  had  outlined  was  for  good  or  not,  and  should  it  be 
mtinued.  The  Association  assert  that  such  trading  is 
itirely  for  the  good  of  the  working  classes. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Cawley,  witness  said  the  broad  principle 
.  his  mind  with  regard  to  who  should  pay  medicine  stamp- 
uty  was  those  who  sold  medicines  in  which  proprietary 
ghts  were  claimed. 

The  Chairman  summed  up  the  matter  by  saying  that 
hat  witness's  Association  apparently  wanted  was  that 
ie  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  "  without  being  entirely 
logical  "  should  permit  the  sale  of  small  quantities  of 
.edicines  by  unqualified  traders,  and  to  extend  it  to  what 

practically  a  reversal  of  the  Sanguinetti  judgment. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  next  Thursday. 


TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  April  17. 

NO  appreciable  improvement  can  be  recorded  in  drugs 
and  chemicals,  the  markets  as  a  whole  continuing 
quiet,  with  few  changes  in  values.  Products  which  have 
advanced  include  sweet-almond  oil  by  Id.,  and  Cochin 
coconut  oil  by  6d.  Insect-flowers  are  dearer  in  primary 
markets,  and  on  spot  Chinese  black  antimony  is  tem- 
porarily scarce  and  higher.  Copaiba  is  firmer.  Morphine 
is  steadier  and  cocaine  weak.  Cod-liver  oil  is  also  easier, 
and  arsenic  and  ammonia  sulphate  have  also  cheapened. 
Castor  oil  is  steady.  Lemon  oil  has  been  in  better  demand. 
Quillaia  is  firm  and  scarce.  The  principal  changes  have 
been  as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Almond  oil 

Balsam  tolu 

Ammonia 

Asafetida 

(B.P.) 

Coconut  oil 

sulphate 

Camphor 

Aloes  (Cape; 

(Ccchin) 

Arsenic 

(Jap.  ref.) 

Antimony, 

Copaiba 

Cod-liver  oil 

black 

Copper 

Condurango 

Calumba 

sulphate 

Ipecacuanha 

Insect-flowers 

Orange  oil 

(M.G.) 

'1  ur  pen-tine 

Stavesacre- 

Jalap 

seed 

Menthol 

Wax,  bees' 

Peppermint 

oil  (Jap.) 

(auction) 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  April  17. — The  cod-fishing  in  the  Lofoten-  dis- 
tricts has  not  yet  quite  closed,  but  the  results  are  trifling. 
The  prospects  for  Finmarken  are .  favourable,  and  the 
market  for  finest  Norwegian  medicinal  oil  is  quiet  and 
lewer  at  105s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 

New  York,  April  17. — Business  in  drugs  is  dull. 
Opium  is  the  turn  easier  at  $6.15  per  lb.  for  druggists'. 
Copaiba  balsam  is  firmer  at  48c.  Balsam  Canada  is 
nominal  at  $10  per  gal.  Peppermint  oil  in,  tins  is  quiet 
at  $2.80.  Menthol  has  declined  to  $20  per  lb.  Hydrastis 
(golden  seal)  is  steady  at  $3.90.  Podophyllum-root  (man- 
drake) is  firm  at  b-^c,  and  CuraQao  aloes  is  easy  at 
8c.  per  lb. 

London  Markets. 

Acetic  Acid  is  firm,  with  glacial  B.P.  offering  at 
about  38s:  6d.  per  cwt.  ex  wharf. 

Almond  Oil. — The  English  pressers  have  advanced 
their  price  for  sweet  (B.P.)  by  Id.  per  lb.  to  2s.  Ad.,  in 
cwt.  lots.  So-called  Peach-lcernel  oil  is  unchanged  at 
11c?.  per  lb. 

An  riMONY. — Chinese  crude  has  unexpectedly  become 
scarce  on  spot,  and  the  price  has  advanced  to  1AI.  14s. 
per  ton. 

Arrowroot. — The  private  sales  include  130  barrels 
St.  Vincent  at  Ad.  to  4±d. 

Arsenic  is  rather  easier  at  181.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels, 
and  191.  10s.  in  kegs  for  best  white  English  -powdered 
in  ton  lots. 

Belladonna-root  is  steady  and  in  fair  demand, .  with 
0.6  per  -cent,  test  offering  at  34s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 
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Bergamot  Oil. — Quotations  vary  from  24-5.  to  24s.  10c?. 
per  lb.  c.i.f. j  according  to  shipper. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Privately  genuine  Bombay  tops  are 
scarce,  with  a  limited  quantity  offering  at  6s.  to  6s.  Zd. 
according  to  holder,  and  for  fair  African  tops  Is.  is  asked. 
Marmagoa  tops  are  unobtainable,  only  sittings  offering. 

Castor  Oil. — Steady.  English  make  of  first  pressing 
is  quoted  at  29Z.  for  prompt,  May  at  28?.  10s.,  June  at 
28/.,  and  July-December  27?.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels, 
usual  terms,  delivered  free  on  wharf,  London ;  phar- 
maceutical quality  is  50s.  per  ton  over  the  respective 
price  in  barrels,  and  oil  in  tins  and  cases  50s.  per  ton 
over  the  respective  price  in  barrels. 

Cinchona. — At  the  London  auctions  only  68  pack- 
ages were  offered  and  sold,  average  unit  being  unaltered 
at  \%d.  per  lb.  Of  East  Indian  18  packages  sold  at 
2\d.  for  natural  stem  Ledgeriana  chips,  and  of  Java 
50  packages  sold  at  4§c?.  for  Ledgeriana  chips. 

Cocaine  is  weak,  the  makers'  prices  being  from  5s.  3c?. 
to  5s.  6d.  for  hydrochloride.  In  view  of  the  anticipated 
doubling  of  the  import  duty  in  U.S.A.,  there  has  been 
more  demand,  and  second-hands  have  sold  in  quantity 
at  5s.  2d.  less  5  per  cent.  At  the  close  we  hear  that  one 
of  the  makers  is  also  offering  at  5s.  2d. 

Coconut  Oil. — Cochin  has  advanced  a  further  6c?.  per 
cwt.  to  51s.,  and  Ceylon  is  unchanged  at  45s. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — The  tendency  is  again  easier  with 
finest  brands  of  new  Norwegian  oil  offering  at  115«.  per 
barrel  c.i.f.,  with  the  possibility  of  slightly  less  leading  to 
business. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  April  14  that  during 
the  past  week  the  Lofoten  fishing  continued  and  yielded 
almost  one  million  cod,  and  for  all  our  fisheries  there  is  an 
increase  of  five  millions.  To-day's  report  for  all  Norway 
gives  the  following  figures : 

1P11      1912  1913 

Catch  of  cod  ("millions)   33  2        61  7  36.1 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (h*ct.)  ...23.201  47,700  23.600 
Livers  for  "  raw  "  oils  (hect.)  ...    5,200      7,900  4,000 

The  prospects  for  the  Finmarken  fishing  are  favourable. 
There  is  plenty  of  "  lodde  "  present,  and  this  fish  is  usually 
followed  by  the  cod,  so  that  it  is  now  principally  a  ques- 
tion of  weather  as  to  how  the  fishing  progresses  in  that 
I  district.  The-  market  tendency  is  for  lower  prices,  and 
prime  non-congealing  1913  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  quoted 
at  about  110s.  c.i.f.  (see  cable  for  latest  price).  The  exports 
from  all  Norway  to  the  end  of  March  amount  to  10,742 
barrels,  against  8,619  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of 
1912. 

A  commission,  appointed  by  the  Norwegian  Government,  is  about 
to  go  to  the  fishing  grounds  at  Lofoten  and  Finmarken  to  study 
the  codfish.  The  members  will  nee  the  Michael  Sars,  a.  Govern- 
ment vessel,  and  among  them  will  be  several  Norwegian  authorities 
on,  .fish.  This  ship  was  used  by  the  commission  that  in  1909 
investigated  the  fisheries  and  reported,  among  other  interesting 
facts,  that  the  noise  and  disturbance  caused  by  motor  boats  and 
steamers  had  no  effect  upon  the  fish.  They  also  reported  that  at 
these  fisheries  the  sea  from  the  surface  down  to  a  depth  of 
150  metres  (498  ft.)  contained  no  life  or  food  for  the  fish,  but 
that  at  a  greater  depth  large  numbers  of  copepoda  and  "  kril " 
or  fry  were  found. 

The  present  commission  is  particularly  anxious  to  determine 

.  whether  the  young  cod  found  at  Finmarken  are  the  same  race  «6 
the  spawning  cod  found  at  Lofoten,  and  what  proportion  of  the 
cod  schools  at  these  places  is  caught  each  year  .by  the  fishing 
fleet.  Some  authorities  believe  that  few  fish  escape  the  annual 
catch,  while  others  are  of  the  opinion  that  only  a  very  small 
proportion,  which  ia  of  no  importance,  is  caught.  That  the  latter 
view  is  correct  seems  evident  from  the  fact  that  records  show 
that  for  over  fifty  years  the  annual  catch  of  cod  has  averaged 
close  to  50  million  fish.  Several  thousand  cod  will  be  caught, 
measured,  and  have  plates  attached  to  them,  and  then  put  back 
into  the  sea.  The  plates,  of  white  metal,  consist  of  two  small 
round  discs  connected  together.  They  are  clamped  through  the 
gill  cover,  so  that  one  disc  is  secured,  outside  and  ore-  inside  the 
gill.  Each  disc  is  marked  with  a  large  "  N  "  and  a  number. 
A  few  scales  will  also  be  removed  from  each  fish,  as  the  scales 
Teveal  much  of  their  life-history.  When  the  fish  are  again  caught 
it  io  hoped  that  not  only  can  their  growth  be  determined,  but 

'  also  the  time  in  the  spring  when  growth  begins. 

Colocynth. — Apple  is  dull  of  sale,  8c?.  being  quoted  for 
fine  pale  free  from  seed  down  to  4-?d.  for  ordinary. 

Copaiba  is  firmer,  with  filtered  B.P.  offering  in  cases 
at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  on  spot. 

In  New  York  true  South  American  has  been  advanced 
by  4c.  to  50c.  to  51c.  for  genuine,  and  for  U.S. P.  balsam 

,.  not  of  direct  import  from  producing  country  the  slightly 
higher  level  of  44c.  to  45c.  is  quoted. 


Copper  Sulphate  is  about  2s.  6c/.  per  ton  higher  at 
23?.  10s.  per  ton  for  the  usual  Liverpool  brands  and  23?.  5s. 
to  22?.  12s.  6c?.  for  May,  according  to  position. 

Cream  of  Tartar  firm  at  88s.  for  98-per-cent.  and  at 
86s.  for  95-per-cent. 

Digitalis-leaves. — Business  has  been  done  at  32s.  6d: 
per  cwt.  spot. 

LacA^PTUS  Oil. — Privately,  market  is  quiet,  with  60- 
per-cent.  B.P.  offering  at  Is.  6d.,  75-per-cent.  at  Is.  ld.r 
and  globulus  85-per-cent.  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  In  the  drug- 
auction  40  cases  were  bought  in,  including  55-per-cent. 
at  Is.  3c/.  and  65-per-cent.  at  Is.  4c?.  per  lb. 

Insect-flowers. — A  larger  demand  on  the  Trieste 
market  for  all  descriptions  has  resulted  in  an  advance  of 
from  4s.  to  5s.  per  cwt.  for  open  flowers,  the  value  of 
which  is  from  70s.  to  72s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f.  London. 
It  is  not  anticipated  that  values  will  decline  again  before 
the  new  crop  coines  in.  On  the  spot  good  closed  are  worth 
165s.  and  open  85s.  In  the  drug-auction  a  bale  of  fail- 
closed  was  held  at  150?. 

Lemon  Oil  has  been  in  improved  demand  on  spot, 
sellers  offering  at  from  12s.  to  12s.  9c?.,  and  for  shipment 
from  Italy  12s.  6c?.  to  12s.  9c/.  c.i.f.  is  quoted.  Tendency 
at  the  close  is  upwards. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  April  12  states  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week  there  were  several  inquiries  from 
abroad  for  both  prompt  shipment  and  gradual  deliveries,, 
and  although  foreign  buyers  were  not  always  ready  to  pay 
the  parity  of  present  values,  still  some  export  business  was- 
done,  and  this  led  to  local  transactions  on  rather  a  large- 
scale  at  prices  showing  holders  some  slight  advantage. 
The  future  development  will  depend  mostly  on  what  foreign 
buyers  will  do  and  upon  the  actual  requirements  of  consumers. 
What  seem6,  however,  quite  clear  over  here  is  that  stocks 
are  such  that  present  holders  can  easily  control  the  position, 
and  their  determination  not  to  .<rive  way  from  the  present 
market  values  is  so  firm  that  it  is  rather  likely  it  may  hold' 
out  for  some  time  to  come. 

Morphine. — Rather  steadier  at  from  10s.  to  10s.  Zd. 
for  hydrochloride  powder  from  second-hands,  makers 
quoting  10s.  6c?.  per  oz. 

Opium. — Somewhat  higher  prices  are  quoted  from, 
primary  markets,  but  very  little  business  has  transpired. 
For  11  per  cent.  18s.  6c?.  c.i.f.  was  quoted  early  in  the 
week,  but  on  Wednesday  19s.  9d.  c.i.f.  was  cabled  over 
for  this  test  from  another  source;  spot  prices  of  Turkey 
druggists'  vary  from  20s.  6c?.  to  21s.,  and  Persian  is  firm, 
with  a  fair  export  inquiry. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  April  4  that  the  sales 
this  week  amount  to  52  cases,  at  from  17s.  6c?.  to  19s.  6c?.,  as- 
to  quality  and  strength.  After  a  protracted  drought,  a 
little  rain  fell  all  over  the  Interior  early  this  week,  _  and1 
although  sellers  are  not  disposed  to  offer  any  appreciable 
concessions  on  account  of  the  improved  weather  conditions,, 
still  weak  holders  are  easier  to  deal  with,  and '  probably 
next  week  some  orders  which  have  come  to  hand  at  slightly 
easier  figures  may  be  fulfilled.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  are 
2,343  cases,  against  1,156  at  same  date  last  year. — A  Con- 
stantinople correspondent  writes  on  April  12  that  the  week's- 
transactions  amount  to  18  cases  druggists',  at  from  270  to 
235  ptrs.,  27  cases  "softs"  at  285  to  305  ptrs.,  and  3  cases 
Malatias  at  300  ptrs.  per  oke.  Market  is  firm  on  account 
Of  several  orders  from  Europe  arriving  simultaneously. 
The  news  of  the  crop,  although  contradictory,  is  on  the 
whole  more  favourable.  Abundant  rains,  and  at  regular 
intervals,  are  required  to  improve  the  conditions. 

The  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Turkey  in  its- 
quarterly  trade  journal  gives  a  lengthy  review  of  a  work 
by  Dr.  Richard  Millant,  entitled  "  La  Culture  de  Pavot  et 
le  Commerce  de  l'Opium  en  Turquie,"  in  the  course  of 
which  it  is  stated  that'  "  America  purchases  almost  one-half 
of  Turkey's  entire  production,  and  controls  the  tone  of 
the  market.  Germany,  until  a  few  years  ago  a  buyer  on 
a  small  scale,  has  made  very  rapid  progress,  and  her  influ- 
ence on  the  market  is  a  serious  element  to  be  reckoned1 
with ;  she  has,  in  fact,  within  a  few  years  become  the  pur- 
veyor of  opium  to  almost  the  whole  of  Europe  " — a  state- 
ment with  which  many  will  disagree. 

Orange  Oil,  either  Sweet  or  Bitter,  is  quoted  at  from 
lis.  3c/.  to  lis.  7c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  April  12  states  that  the  market 
has  been  somewhat  firmer,  and  full  market  prices  have  been 
paid  for  what  little  business  was  effected;  sweet  i6  quoted 
for  shipment  at  lis.  5c?.  c  i.f. 
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Juillaia. — Firm,  with  sales  in  Liverpool  at  277.  10s. 
■  ton  c.i.f.  for  April-May  shipment. 
Juinine. — Although  the  nominal  quotation  for  German 
phate  in  bulk  from  second-hands  is  10cZ.,  an  occasional 
ak  holder  may  be  found  at  9|c/.  At  the  Amsterdam 
[nine  auction  on  April  11  1,417^  kilos.  (50,000  oz.) 
.  II.  were  offered  and  bought  in  at  fl.  17.50  per  kilo, 
e  next  auction  will  be  held  on  May  2,  when  a  similar 
mtity  will  be  offered. 

Shellac  is  steady  but  quiet,  the  spot  value  of  fair 
r  Orange  being  78.?.  and  AC  Garnet  75s.  For  delivery 
i  sales  include  May  at  77.s.,  August  79s.,  and  October 
:.  to  80s.  fxl..  and  buyers. 

spices. — At  auction  HO  bags  Jamaica  Ginger  sold,  an- 
ting fair  to  good  common  45s.  6c7.  to  49s.  6c/. ,  and 
Id  middling  53s.  to  53s.  6c/.  ;  239  bags  washed  rough 
chin  were  bought  in  at  33s.  In  Liverpool  50  tons 
irra  Leone  new  crop  sold  at  23s.  6c/.  to  arrive  for  near 
hand.  Of  Capsicums  67  bags  Nyasaland  sold  at 
{.  to  23s.  for  fair  bright  slightly  yellowish  off- 
Ik,   and  at  18s.  to  22s.  for  yellowish  and  reddish; 

bales  Ceylon  plantation  Cinnamon  sold  with- 
t  reserve  at  Is.  Q±d.  for  fourths,  and  12  bags  broken 
d  quillings  at  8^c7.,  subject.  Nutmegs  steady,  60  pack- 
es  limed  Java  and  11  packages  West  Indian  being  dis- 
sed  of  ;  20  cases  Java  Mace  sold  at  2s.  3c/.  to  2s.  4c/.  for 
r  to  good  reddish,  2s.  2d.  for  dark  red,  and  2s.  for 
3ken.  Pepper  was  not  offered  at  auction ;  privately 
)t  demand  is  quiet,  greyish  to  fair  Singapore  selling  at 
.  to  5gc7.  ;  arrival  market  is  firm  and  dearer,  sales  in- 
ding  June-August  at  4{-i-c7.  c.i.f.  Fair  Singapore  tv/iite 
quoted  8-,%c7-,  and  fair  Muntok  8f£c/.  spot;  arrival 
rket  is  firm,  with  buyers  of  Singapore  for  April-May 
pment  at  8^(7.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  quiet,  the  value  of 
ir  being  10jc/.  on  spot. 

Staves  acre-  seed. — From  the  Trieste  market  a  growing 
arcity  is  reported  and  holders  are  firmer  at  from  37s. 
38s.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f.  London;  in  another  direction  35s. 
i.f.  is  quoted. 

Turpentine  is    6d.    per   cwt.    higher    on  the  week, 

nerican  closing  at  29s.  6c/.  on  spot. 

Valerian"  is  firm  at  37s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms. 

London  Drug=auctions. 

Commercial  Sale  Rooms, 

Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  April  17. 
T  the  auctions  of  first-hand  drugs  a  larger  supply  than 
iual  was  offered,  and  the  demand  all  round  showed  an 
iprovement.  Cape  aloes  was  about  4s.  dearer  for  firsts, 
>mmon  being  about  2s.  up.  A  considerable  quantity  of 
5w  asafetida  was  offered,  and  a  fair  amount  sold  at  and 
ter  the  sale  at  lower  prices.  Sumatra  benzoin  was 
sglected.  Calumba  sold  at  higher  rates  for  sorts,  and  for 
trdamoms  prices  were  firm  to  dearer.  Coca-leaves 
>ld  at  very  cheap  rates,  and  for  Japanese  refined  slab 
i-mphor,  without  reserve,  easier  rates  were  accepted, 
blets  being  steady.  No  dragon's-blood  or  gamboge 
tfered.  Very  firm  prices  were  paid  for  Jamaica  and  Hayti 
oney,  and  for  Matto  Grosso  ipecacuanha  a  decline  of 
bout  bd.  was  accepted  on  previous  nominal  rates.  Carta- 
ena,  however,  is  firm.  Menthol  and  Japanese  peppermint 
1  sold  at  lower  prices  without  reserve.  Fine  Shensi  rhu 
arb,  which  is  scarce,  brought  very  high  prices.  Sarsaparilla 
scarce,  native  Jamaica  selling  at  firm  rates.  TJnimnortant 
fferings  of  Tinnevelly  senna  were  made,  prices  showing 
o  change ;  while  for  beeswax,  which  is  generally  scarce 
/erywhere,  firm  to  dearer  rates  were  paid.  The  following 
ible  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  : 


Offered  Sold 

eonite  (Jap.)    10  ...  0 

gar-agar   16  ...  0 

loes — 

Cape    40  ...  37 

Zanzibar  (cases)  2  ...  1* 

znmoniacum    1  ...  0 

.ntimony  (reg.)  2  ...  0 

pricot  kernels  ...  18  ...  0 

reca   12  ...  0 

safetida  1025  ...  220 

balsam  tolu   4  ...  0 

■ay  oil    3  ...  0 

lelladonna-leaves.  2  ...  0 
lenzoin — 

Sumatra   79  ...  2 

iuchu   10  ...  0 


Calabar  beans .., 

Calumba    190 

Camphor — 

(Jap.  ref.)  (cs.) ...  74 
Cannabis  indica  ...  4 
Cardamoms  &  seed  118 
Cascara  sagrada  ...  5 

Casein    136 

Cassia  fistula    50 

Ohiretta   15 

Cinnamon  oil    10 

Clove  oil    2 

Coca-leaves    21 

Cochineal  .    3 

Cod-liver  oil  (Nor.)  23 
Colocynth    17 


Offered  Sold 
..     4  ... 


180 

74 
0 

83 
5 
0 
0 


Sold 

Offered 

Sold 

.  0 

P&rtira  brava  ...... 

31  . 

.  0 

.  0 

Peppermint  oil 

9 

..  9 

0 

Pistachio 

17 

.  0 

0 

Pod  ophy  Hum-root 

5 

.  5 

o 

4 

..  0 

.  16 

l-i  li  i  i  Via  rli  ffMiinn'i 

42 

..  19 

0 

fig  pciinai'i  1  Iq   

48 

..  0 

6 

.  2 

15 

..  12 

n 

100 

..  0 

0 

SpTlllfl    !\  11  f\  Y\Ckf  \  ^  

A  loYnnn  n 

2 

..  2 

..  0 

TmDevelly 

22  \ 

..  22 

H>iiiiaiMilia  Ija rk 

1 

1 

..  5 

25 

n 

..  0 

3 

..  0 

..  14 

4. 

..  0 

..  0 

'A'atnai'i  lids 

45 

..  0 

..  38 

T  a  r  a^'  ac  vi  m 

15 

..  15 

..  0 

1  ( i  Tvlr  9:  no  a.n  c 

Q 

..  0 

..  5 

34  '. 

..  34 

..  0 

227  . 

..  18 

..  5 

Wax  (Bees')— 

..  0 

Kast  African  .. 

52 

..  17 

..  0 

87 

..  4 

..  0 

20  . 

..  11 

..  1* 

West  Indian  .. 

1 

..  1 

..  0 

Wax.  veg.  (Jap.) .. 

50 

..  50 

Croton-seed   38  . 

Cuttlefish-bone    ...  20  . 

Rlemi   45  . 

Eucalyptus  oil   40  . 

Galbanum   12  . 

Gum  acacia   36  , 

Henbane-leaves  ...  3  . 

Honey- 
Haiti   49  . 

.Jamaica     21  . 

West  Indian   ...  2  . 

Insect  flowers   5  , 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena    7 

Matto  Grosso  ...  9 

Minas   5 

Jalap    14 

Kamala   10 

Kola    42 

Lime-juice  (puns. )  16 

Lime  oil   ...  6 

Matico    12 

Menthol   8 

Mustard-seed  (E.I.)  58 

Nux  vomica   225 

Ulibanum   97 

Orange  peel   7 

l'apam   9 

*  Sold  privately. 

Aloes. — Cape  brought  an  advance  of  about  4s.  on  firsts 
and  2s.  on  common,  the  following  prices  being  paid  for 
Mossel  Bay  (on  20  per  cent,  tares)  :  fair  bright  firsts, 
45s.  ;  good  seconds,  43s.  bd.  to  44s.  ;  fair  dullish  seconds, 
40s.  bd.  ;  softish  ditto,  40s.  bd.  ;  ordinary  dull  seconds, 
38s.  6c7.  to  39s.  bd.  ;  common  dull,  slightly  drossy,  36s.  to 
37s.  ;  and  ordinary  dull,  mixed  with  dirt,  33s.  The  selling- 
roker  intimated  that  an  advice  had  been  received  stating 
that  the  supplies  were  very  small  indeed,  the  total  stock 
at  Mossel  Bay  not  being  more  than  50  cases.  A  case  of 
fair  Zanzibar  in  cakes  on  leaves  had  been  sold  privately, 
and  80s.  was  wanted  for  the  remaining  case. 

Areca. — Scarce  ;  12  bags  of  badly  weevilled  Ceylon  were 
bought  in  at  19s. 

Asafetida. — An  unusually  large  quantity  of  new  import 
from  the  Persian  Gulf  offered,  and  a  fair  quantity  was 
disposed  of  at  and  after  the  sale  (about  400  cases  alto- 
gether) at  irregular  but  generally  easier  prices,  owing  to 
lack  of  competition.  The  following  price's  were '  paid  : 
Good  loose  pale  brown  almonds,  bl.  2s.  bd.  ;  very  good  pinky 
almondy  block  and  part  loose,  5/.  12s.  bd.  ;  fair  almondy 
block,  part  loose,  75s.  to  80s.  ;  heavy  sandy  grey  block,  . 
57s.  bd.  to  62s.  6c?.  ;  heavy  common  sandy  block,  45s.  to 
50s.  ;  very  common,  42s.  ;  and  sittings,  20s.,  subject.  A 
further  lot  of  112  boxes  offered  without  reserve  and  sold 
at  92s.  6c7.  for  part  pinky  and  softish,  almondy  block, 
80s.  for  fair  hard  drop,  55s.  to  70s.  for  hard  pinky  block, 
and  from  35s.  to  40s.  for  common  hard  brown  block. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Four  cases  of  fairly  hard,-  slightly 
drossy,  in  large  tins,  were  held  at  3s.  8d. 

Benzoin. — Slow  of  sale,  only  2  cases  of  Sumatra  finding 
buyers  at  11.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  seconds  packed  with 
small  almonds. 

Buchu-leaves  were  slow  of  sale,  no  public  business 
being  done,  fine  green  round  being  obtainable  at  6s.  per  lb. 
Ovals  were  bought  in  at  2s.  2c/.  to  2s.  3ci.  per  lb. 
Privately,  prices  are  unaltered,  fair  to  good  green  round 
offering  at  from  5s.  9c7.  to  6s.,  ovals  at  from  Is.  9d.  to 
2s.  Id.,  and  longs  at  4s.  bd.  for  clean  green. 

Calabar  Beans. — Four  bags  of  fair  sold  at  bd.  per  lb., 
no  allowances  or  discount. 

Calumba. — Dearer,  120  bags  of  fair  small  to  bold  native 
washed  sorts  selling  at  18s.  to  19s.  bd.,  ordinary  small  and 
medium  corky  at  12s..  part  wormy  ditto  12s.,  and  inferior 
brown  stemmy  sorts  7.s.  Sixty  bags  of  country-damaged 
small  to  bold  ordinary  sorts  sold  at  from  3s.  to  7s.,  ac- 
cording to  classification. 

Camphor. — Three  brokers  offered  parcels  of  Japanese 
refined  without  reserve,  the  sales  consisting  of  40  cases  of 
2^-lb.  slabs  at  from  Is.  4^c7.  to  Is.  4fcL,  29  cases  of  1-oz. 
tablets- at  from  Is.  5Ac/.  to  Is.  53c/.,  and  five  cases  1-oz. 
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tablets  at  Is.  6d.  The  prices  paid  for  the  slabs  >vere 
easier,  but  the  tablets  were  unchanged  as  compared  with 
previous  public  sales.  The  Atsuta  Maru  has  brought 
625  cases  crude  from  Keelung  and  120  cases  refined. 

Cardamoms  met  with  fair  competition  at  firm  to  rather 
higher  rates.  Ceylon-Mysore,  extra  bold  palish  to  pale 
sold  at  5s.  Qd.  to  6s.  ;  extra  bold,  off  colour,  5  s.  8d.  ; 
medium  to  bold  palish  to  pale,  5s.  to  5s.  5d.  ;  ditto  part 
split,  5s.  Id.  ;  small  and  medium,  4s.  8d.  to  4s.  Qd.  ;  bold 
splits  '4s.  6d.  to  4s.  8d.  ;  medium,  3s.  Qd.  to  4s.  Zd. ; 
brown,  split,  and  pickings,  3s.  lid.  to  3s.  5d.  ;  Seed,  pale 
to  grey,  4s.  6d.  to  4s.  8d.  ;  fair,  4s.  Qd.  Mangalore  (7  cases 
bought  in),  5s.  Id.  was  refused  for  bold  round  roughish. 
Of  Calicut  6  cases  sold  at  5s.  5d.  to  5s.  6d.  for  medium 
round  brown,  5s.  2d.  for  small  and  six  pockets  mixed 
qualities  went  at  4s.  6(7. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Five  bags  fair  thin,  imported  in 
October  1912,  sold  without  reserve  at  30s. 

Coca-leaves. — Three  bales  Ceylon-Truxillo  character 
yellowish-green  country-damaged  realised  Z^d.  per  lb.,  and 
18  bales  Java  (Truxillo  character)  sold  at  4f7.  to  4^d.  for 
thin  broken  yellowish-green  and  l%d.  for  sea-damaged. 

Gum  Acacia. — Three  bags  of  dust  sold  at  9s.,  and  a  bag 
of  dust  and  sweepings  without  reserve  at  5s. ;  three  bags 
fair  amber  Cape  sold  at  27s.  6d.,  and  seven  bags  amber  part 
blocky  at  21s.  6d.  Small  soft  yellowish  to  pale  Kordofan 
gum  was  limited  at  from  50s.  to  60s. 

Honey.- — Firm.  Twenty -one  packages  Jamaica  offered 
and  sold,  comprising  nice  clear  lemony  liquid,  36s. ;  good 
clear  amber,  36s. ;  fair  amber,  30s.  to  32s. ;  pale  setting, 
32s.  to  32s.  6d.  Two  cases  Dominican  sold  at  30s.,  fair  pale 
brown  liquid.  Of  Haiti  49  barrels  offered  and  sold  at  35s. 
to  36s.  for  nice  white  set,  35s.  6d.  for  good  clear  amber 
liquid,  and  31s.  ordinary  brown  set. 

Ipecacuanha  was  cheaper,  four  bales  of  Matto  Grcs?o 
selling  at  8s.  6d.  for  mostly  fair  bright  plump,  and  .for  a 
bale  of  ordinary  dull  8s.,  subject,  was  paid.  For  fair  Minas 
8s.  Id.  was  refused,  8s.  Zd.  being  wanted.  Priva-eiy 
Matto  Grosso  is  quoted  at  8s.  Id.,  cultivated  Minas  at 
8s.  5f/.,  and  Cartagena  at  8s.  per  lb.,  with  frequent  second- 
hand sales  of  the  latter  description  at  the  price  quoted. 

Jalap  was  lower  compared  with  previous  public  sale, 
about  14  bags  of  small  to  bold  part  heavy  Vera  Cruz  selling 
without  reserve  at  6%d.  (one  lot  7d.),  the  analysis  showing 
7.9  per  cent,  'natural  and  9.2  per  cent,  dried  and 
powdered. 

Kola. — In  the  drug-auction  36  bags  Java  sold  at  from 
4grf.  to  4frf.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  dullish  halves,  part  very 
broken,  and  two  bags  small  to  medium  dark  mostly  halves, 
>via  New  Zealand,  sold  at  4d.  Privately  the  market  is  firm, 
with  little  offering,  6d.  per  lb.  being  the  value  of  fair 
W.I.  halves. 

Lime  Oil. — Two  cases  hand-pressed  West  India  sold  at 
lis.  6d.  to  lis.  Id.,  and  four  cases  distilled  realised  Is. 
to  is.  2d.  per  lb.  for  yellow  to  pale. 

Menthol. — Lower.  Five  cases  Suzuki  sold  without 
reserve  at  25s.  8d.  (one  lot)  to  25s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Five  cases 
Kobayashi  advertised  for  sale  without  reserve  were  with- 
drawn prior  to  the  auction.  A  further  three  cases 
Kobayashi  offered  under  usual  conditions  were  limited  at 
27s.  The  Atsuta  Maru  has  brought  68  cases  menthol  and 
95  cases  peppermint  oil  to  London,  also  10  cases  menthol 
and  20  cases  oil  in  tr. 

Orange-peel. — Of  seven  cases  offered  one  had  been  sold 
privately,  and  Qd.  was  asked  for  the  remainder,  consisting 
of  rather  dullish  strip. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Nine  cases  of  Japanese  dementholised 
(Kobayashi)  sold  without  reserve  at  from  6s.  Id.  to  6s.  2d., 
being  about  2d.  to  4tf.  cheaper  than  previous  public  sales. 

Podophyllum-root. — Five  bales  of  common  fibrous  sold 
at  from  23s.  to  25s.  per  cwt.  gross  for  net,  no  discount. 

Rhubarb. — A  new  lot  of  old-fashioned  Shensi  offered,  of 
which  two  cases  of  good  heavy  medium  size  round  with 
orange  coat  and  three-quarters  pinky  fracture  sold  at  4s. 
per  lb.,  a  case  of  small  round  and  druggists'  trimming 
root  went  at  4s.  2d.,  and  a  case  of  good  flat  pickings 
realised  3s. ;  two  cases  had  been  sold  privately.  Ten  cases 
of  medium-size  flat  High-dried,  very  wormy,  with  half- 


fair,  half-dark  fracture,  sold  without  reserve  at  8^d.,  and 
six  cases  medium  flat  High-dried,  sound,  with  three- 
quarters  fair  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  from  ll^d.  to  Is.  per 
lb.  without  reserve.  Privately  more  demand  is  reported 
for  flat  High-dried.  The  Atsuta  Maru  has  brought  19  cases 
from  Shanghai  and  29  cases  in  ir. 

Sarsaparilla. — No  grey  Jamaica  offered,  and  privately 
it  is  scar.ee.  Lima-Jamaica  has  been  sold  in  retail  at 
2s.  8d.,  and  of  six  bales  offered  in  the  sale  two  sold  at  this 
figure.  Native  Jamaica  was  firm,  nine  bales  selling  at  Is. 
to  Is.  Id.  for  fair  to  good  red  pressed  packed,  lid.  to 
ll^rf.  for  fair  red,  and  8d.  to  lOd.  for  dull  mixed  tawny, 
partly  country-damaged,  to  red  and  dull  yellow. 

Senna. — Two  bales  of  ordinary  Mecca  pods  sold  without 
reserve  at  Z^d.  Eight  bales  common  dark  Tinnevelly  pods 
realised  Id.,  and  four  bales  country-damaged  inferior 
yellow  Tinnevelly  leaf  ±d.  Eight  bales  middling  yellowish- 
green  leaf  sold  without  reserve  at  2d.  to  2\d.,  and 
two  bales  clean  bold  verv  fair  green  leaf,  without  reserve, 
4±d. 

Simaruba-bark. — A  bag  sold  without  reserve  at  33s. 
Privately  the  price  is  35s. 

Taraxacum. — Fifteen  bags  of  fair  dry  English  sold  at 
35s.  per  cwt.  net  and  gross  for  net. 

Tonka-beans. — Fair  mostly  frosted  Para  were  held  at 
5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — A  lot  of  13  bags  slightly  country-damaged 
Madras  finger  sold  at  19s.  per  cwt.,  aoid  for  five  bags  of 
dust  5s.  was  paid.  The  value  of  fair  Madras  finger  is  from 
19s.  to  20s. 

Wax  (Bees')  brought  very  firm  to  dearer  rates,  there 
being  a  general  shortage  of  wax  in  all  the  world's  markets. 
For  11  packages  of  Jamaica  11.  17s.  6d.  was  paid  for  fair 
red  and  brown  mixed,  and  for  a  case  of  Grenada  77.  15s. 
was  paid  for  pale  yellow.  Seventeen  packages  of  East 
African  sold  at  11.  7s.  6rZ.  for  fair  yellow,  part  foul.  Small 
sales  of  East  Indian  have  been  made  privately.  Good 
bleached  Calcutta  was  bought  in  at  81.  10s.  In  Liverpoot 
very  high  prices  have  been  paid,  including  small  lots  of 
Gambia  at  11.  16s.  Zd.,  and  Niger  at  11.  12s.  6d. 

Wax  (Japanese).— Fifty  cases  fair  slabs  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  44s.  to  44s.  6rf. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  continues  to  be 
of  a  normal  and  satisfactory  character.  There  is  a  heavier 
demand  on  export  account,  and  contract  deliveries  are  also 
good.  Prices  are  well  maintained  at  firm  rates,  and  do  not 
fluctuate  much. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  quiet,  with  prices  slightly  lower 
than  those  last  mentioned.  Present  nearest  figures  :  Beckton, 
25  per  cent,  ammonia  guaranteed,  prompt,  137.  15s. ;  London 
terms,  137.  2s.  6d. ;  Leith,  147. ;  Liverpool,  137.  18s.  Qd. ;  and 
Hull,  137.  17s.  6d. 

Lead-products  continue  on  the  firm  side,  with  brisk 
demand.  Prices  are  higher.  Dry  white-lead,  237.  10s. ; 
red-lead,  207.  ;  pig-lead,  187.  7a  bd. ;  sheets,  227.  5s. ;  and 
pipes,  227.  15s.  per  ton,  Tyne. 

Alumina-prodvcts  continue  to  maintain  a  firm  tone,  and 
there  is  a  good  all-round  demand  both  on  contract  and 
miscellaneous  account.  Crystal  alum,  lump,  57.  15s.  to 
67.  10s.  :  and  ground,  in  bags,  67.  5s.  to  77.  per  ton,  free  on 
rails  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire,  or  f.o.b.  Hull,  Goole,  or 
Liverpool.  Sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  qualities  and  prac- 
tically free  of  iron,  57.  to  57.  10s.  per  ton  for  ordinary 
strength,  in  casks,  and  usual  allowances  for  loose  slabs,  and 
customary  extras  for  higher  concentrations.  Aluminous 
cake,  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton,  and  alumino  ferric,  52s.  6<7.  to  60s. 
per  ton,  according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  destination. 
Hydrate  of  alumina,  purest  quality  and  high  strength 
AhOs,  127.  10s.  to  137.  10s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in  casks. 
Aluminate  of  soda,  purest  quality  and  high  strength  A1203, 
27s.  6fZ.  to  30s.  per  cwt. ;  carbonate  of  alumina,  30s.  to 
32s.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

April  llf. 

There  is  no  special  change  to  note  in  the  position  of  heavy 
chemicals.  Demand  continues  steady  for  most  products, 
though  exports  from  Manchester  to  the  United  States  are 
not  yet  up  to  a  good  average.  Current  quotations  for 
58  per  cent,  ammonia  alkali  are  37.  to  37.  5s.  per  ton,  in 
bags ;  bleaching-powder,  57.  Is.  6d.  to  57.  15s.  per  ton,  for 
softwood    casks,    with    allowance    for    contract's    of  5s. 
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er  ton:  saltcake,  42s.  6d.  per  ton,  in  bulk;  all 
o.r.  Sulphate  of  copper  remains  steady,  and,  owing 
d  the  higher  prices  asked  for  the  raw  metal,  holders  are 
rm  at  about  24/.  to  24/.  5s>.  per  ton  for  best  brands,  Se- 
vered Manchester.  White  powdered  arsenic  quiet,  at 
8/.  to  18/.  10s.  per  ton,  delivered  here.    Acetic  acid  steady ; 

0  to  60  per  cent.,  13/.  to  20/. ;  glacial,  37/.  Bichromate  of 
Dda  in  fair  request,  at  5/.  per  ton,  in  kegs,  on  rails.  Borax 

1  better  demand  ;  lump,  17/.  10s.  per  ton.  Potashes  quiet, 
ut  chlorate  of  potash  in  good  demand.  Sulphate  of  potash 
eglected,  but  permanganate  is  selling  better  on  spot ; 
ellow  prussiate  is  quoted  6|d.  per  lb.  Sal  ammoniac  dull ; 
rst  quality  lump  at  44/.  ;  seconds,  42/.  ;  and  ground,  44/. 
o  46/.  per  ton.  Sulphur  in  good  demand ;  flowers,  8/.  10s. 
o  8/.  15s.,  in  2-cwt.  bags;  roll,  61.  15s.  to  6/.  17s.  6d,  in 
-cwt.  barrels;  rock,  5/.  10s.  to  5/.  15s.,  in  3-cwt.  bags;  and 
ecovered,  4/.  12s.  bd.  to  4/.  15.?.  per  ton,  in  bulk,  on  rails, 
lead-products  maintain  the  recent  advance.  Coal-tar  pro 
ucts  rather  quiet.  Sulphate  of  ammonia,  13/.  17s.  bd.  per 
on,  on  rails  Manchester. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Benzoic  Acid  ex  toluol  is  cheaper  at  about  m.225  per 
DO  kilos.,  owing  to  an  excess  of  production.  It  must  be 
ointed  out,  however,  that  qualities  vary  considerably,  and 
articular  care  is  necessary.    The  same  applies  to  benzoato 

f  soda. 

Camphor  (Refined). — There  is  a  wide  margin  between  the 
rices  of  German  and  Japanese  refined,  and  the  latter  is 
eing  sold  at  specially  low  prices,  while,  owing  to  the  com- 
paratively high  price  of  crude,  German  bells  cannot  be 
educed.  Although  consumption  of  Japanese  is  brisk,  there 
3  no  sign  of  any  change  in  price. 

Cond UEANGO. — Contrary  to  expectation,  further  quan- 
ities  from  primary  markets  are  notified,  and  this  fact  has 
onsiderably  weakened  values,  which  in  Hamburg  are  from 
n.70  to  m.75  per  100  kilos. 

Dextbin  is  quiet,  with  prices  tending  downwards  as  the 
jsult  of  cheaper  offers  from  previous  purchases. 

Jalap  Resin. — The  prolonged  low  prices  and  the  large 
uantities  of  root  on  the  market,  together  with  a  slack 
emand,  have  led  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  resin,  which 
3  obtainable  at  from  m.26  to  m.28  per  kilo. 

Oxalic  Acid  is  dearer  at  from  an. 58  to  m.60  per  100  kilos., 
wing  to  the  greater  demand  from  second-hands. 

Potassium  Chloeate. — The  Convention,  which  has  been 
n  existence  for  several  years  past,  as  is  generally  known, 
ixed  the  prices  for  1913  at  unaltered  rates,  and  the  bulk  of 
he  business  is  being  done  at  these  prices.  Occasionally, 
lowever,  offers  are  being  met  with  at  a  lower  price,  but 
t  is  not  known  whether  these  refer  to  a  new  make  or  to 
idd  parcels,  so  that  the  future  position  needs  watching. 

Qtjillaia  has  weakened,  so  far  as  whole  bark  is  concerned, 
>n  the  Hamburg  market,  although  offers  from  Chile  are 
eserved. 

Wax  (Caenatjba)  is  dull  of  sale,  the  price  of  fatty  grey 
laving  fallen  to  m  302.50  to  m.305  per  100  kilos,  net ;  sandy 
;rey,  however,  remains  at  the  full  price  of  m. 317.50.  It 
s  reoorted  that  the  crop  of  this  quality  in  Brazil  will  be 
mailer  than  in  previous  years,  so  that  for  this  season  a 
lermanent  price-difference  in  its  favour  is  looked  for.  Yel- 
ow  descriptions  are  unchanged,  medium  costing  m.380  to 
n.390,  prime  m.460  to  m.470,  and  "  flor  "  m.510  to  m.520  nor 
00  kilos. 


The  imports  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  apothecaries'  wares 
nto  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during  January  1913 
imounted  in  value  to  75,505/.,  as  compared  with  78,592/. 
n  January  1912.  The  figures  exclude  glycerin  for  manu- 
factures, the  imports  of  which  in  January  were  valued  at 
19,533/.,  against  41,670/.  in  1912. 

New  Zealand  Honey  Prospects. — In  view  of  the  outlet 
!or  New  Zealand  honey  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  follow- 
ng  report_  from  the  Director  of  Orchards  respecting  the 
3rops  (which  is  supplementary  to  that  published  in  our 
issue  of  March  29,  index  folio  499)  is  of  interest:  Auckland. — 
Honey  prospects  decidedly  .good  both  in  quantity  and 
quality.  Wellinr/ton. — As  anticipated,  the  recent  weather 
has  been  exceptionally  good  for  honey-gathering,  and  has 
resulted  in  an  average  crop  being  secured.  The  majority 
of  the  honey  is,  as  formerly,  of  an  excellent  quality.  Christ- 
".hurch. — Beekeepers  generally  have  been  very  busy  extract- 
ing honey  of  choice  quality  during  the  last  two  weeks.  The 
hot  weather  has  burnt  up  clover-bloom,  especially  on  light 
lands,  and  indications  point  to  a  falling-off  of  nectar. 
Duncdin. — Weather-conditions  are  at  present  against  a  large 
honey  crop.  Extracting  is  in  progress ;  and  the  returns 
show  a  steady  increase  over  last  season.  Given  fine  weather, 
t«ere  is  yet  time  to  secure  good  returns,  as  there  is  an 
abundance  of  clover.  Honey  sent  forward  is  realising  .good 
prices. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and? 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing-,  legal,  and  miscellaneous- 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written, 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


Financing  the  Insurance  Act. 

Sie, — May  I,  through  the  0.  <£•  D.,  bring  to  the  notice 
of  those  who  represent  pharmacy  the  great  hardship- 
which  is  being  borne  by  those  pharmacists  who  are  bear- 
ing the  brunt  of  the  fight  and  ensured  the  success  of 
Insurance  Act  Medical  Benefit  by  doing  the  dispensing,  and 
which  is  caused  by  the  long  credit  which  the  Committees- 
under  the  Act  are  taking '!  I  particularly  refer  to  trie- 
pharmacists  who  are  in  the  thick  of  the  poorest  neighbour- 
hoods— men  who  have  not,  and  never  have  had,  time  to 
think  of  joining  one  of  the  many  excellent  local  societies- 
which  now  exist;  men  who  have,  and  always  have  had?, 
to  serve  the  public  from  Sunday  morning  to  Saturday 
night ;  men  who  have  done  immense  service  for  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  given  liberally  of  their  valuable  t>er- 
vices,  single-handed,  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  without  thought  of  their  own  end  and) 
welfare.  For  these  unrepresented  ones,  I  ask  that  their 
case  be  not  forgotten.  For  what  has  been  their  reward, 
hitherto  ?  Have  their  services  been  recognised  and  appre- 
ciated ?  Seldom  !  Have  they  ever  been  properly  remune- 
rated ?  Never.  How  have  these  heroes  lived  ?  Just  well 
enough  to  ensure  that  the  public  should  not  be  deprived 
of  the  services  of  their  most  valuable,  generous,  and  will- 
ing benefactors.  And  now,  forsooth,  the  Government  of 
a  mighty  nation  is  taking  from  this  overburdened  class- 
over  three  months'  credit.  Think  what  this  means  to  a 
man  without  capital.  Imagine  that  100/.  owing  to  hirra 
should  be  withheld  from  him  for  goods  supplied  and 
skilled  services  rendered,  and  this  by  the  greatest  and 
wealthiest  nation  on  earth.  This  valuable  unit  of  t he- 
community  has  since  January  15  received  more  adequate- 
recognition  from  the  State;  and  it  is  bid  do  the  work, 
for  the  good  of  the  sick,  for  which  it,  and  it  alone,  has- 
been  trained  according  to  the  most  exacting  requirements, 
of  the  law;  but  is  it  reasonable  that  the  service  should 
be  starved  for  want  of  the  sinews  of  war  ?  All  that  is- 
wanted  is  that  the  attention  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  should 
be  drawn  to  the  hardship,  and  it  will,  I  am  sure,  be- 
speedily  removed.  No  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
the  British  Government  would  allow  the  pharmacists  of 
this  country,  who  have  always  given  so  much  for  the  good 
of  their  fellow-creatures,  to  be  called  upon  also  to  assist, 
in  the  financing  of  the  nation. — Yours  sincerely, 

Denmark  Hill,  S.E.  Julius  Arnold. 

Insurance  Dispensing. 

SparkMUian  (41/65),  in  the  course  of  a  reply  to 
"Unregistered,"  notes  that  that  writer  says  :  "The  un- 
qualified man  has  a  just  claim  to  N.H.I,  dispensing." 
"  I  emphatically  assert  that  he  has  no  such  claim,"  writes  - 
"  Sparkhillian."  "  I  have  just  looked  up  the  last  fifty  of 
my  N.H.I,  prescriptions  and  I  find  that  twenty-three  of 
them  contain  scheduled  poisons.  The  law  says  that  these 
poisons  must  foe  sold  toy  duly  qualified  chemists.  How  is- 
the  law  to  be  properly  administered  if  N.H.I,  dispensing 
is  allowed  to  drift  into  the  hands  of  the  unqualified  ? 
Again,  '  Unregistered  '  says  that  the  unqualified  have  the 
knowledge  and  training  for  the  work.  I  venture  to  state, 
that  the  Minor  certificate  is  the  recognised  proof  of  know- 
ledge and  training  in  pharmacy.  My  advice  to  your- 
correspor.dent  is  to  ceace  correspondence  and  apply  himself 
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to  the  necessary  work  that  he  may  pass  the  Minor  and 
■undertake  N.H.I,  dispensing.  If  he  should  pass  the 
Minor  he  will  marvel  at  his  own  monstrous  letter  written 
in  his  unqualified  days.  There  can  be  no  two  opinions 
•on  the  subject.  N.H.I.  dispensing  should  be  reserved'  for 
duly  qualified  pharmacists,  and  for  them  only,  and  it  is 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  see 
that  the  just  rights  of  pharmacists  are  not  usurped  by  the 
unqualified. " 

Insurance  Medical  Benefit  :  Irish  Inquiry. 

gIR; — I  am  sorry  that  in  giving  evidence  before  this^ 
(Committee  I  omitted  Ballycastle  as  the  home  of  a  phar-* 
•maceutical  chemist,  and  so  deprived  IVir.  J.  A.  McMichael 
•of  his  place  in  the  sun.    On  referring  to  the  Register  of 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists  I  find  Mr.  J.  A.  McMichael's 
name  is  not  given.  [Mrs.  B.  R.  McMichael  is. — Editor.] 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  Mr. 
Wells  is  reported  to  have  said  "that  the  druggists  came 
up  time  after  time  and    made  statements  which  they 
must  know  were  absolutely  contrary  to  the  facts."  Mr. 
Wells  refrained  from  tabulating  any  of  these  misrepre- 
.sentations,  perhaps  not  without  reason.    Going  back  to 
the  chemists  and  druggists  before  1875,  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that   marry  of  them    did  compound  prescriptions, 
although  without  any  legal  right  to  do  so,  the  truth  being 
that  in  many  places  there  was  no  one  eke  to  do  the  work, 
as  most  of  the  apothecaries  had  become  medical  practi- 
tioners.   The  Pharmacy  Act,  1875,  was  passed  to  remedy 
this  state  of  affairs,  and   recognised  this  practice  by 
making  a  number  of  them  pharmaceutical  chemists  with- 
out examination.    Mr.  Wells  was  registered  as  a  Pharma- 
ceutical Chemist  in  October  1877.      Will  he  tell  us  what 
•experience  he  had  of  compounding  except  what  he  got 
with  a  chemist  and  druggist  ?    The  last  ' '  Pharmaceutical 
Calendar"    shows   that   there   are  922  pharmaceutical 
chemists  on  the  Register,  75  of  these  are  out  of  Ireland, 
73  hold  public  appointments  or  have  become  medical 
doctors,  and  about  340  are  with    wholesale  houses  or 
•serving  as  managers  or  assistants  ;  this  leaves  only  about 
440  pharmaceutical  chemists,  who  are  in  business  on  their 
own  account,  to  dispense  for  a  population  of  four  and 
a-half  millions.   The  regulations  are  designed  to  make  it 
as  difficult  as  possible  for  a  registered  druggist  to  go  up 
for  the  Licence  examination  and  to  create  a  supply  of 
cheap  labour  for  the  pharmacists.    One  young  man  of 
my  acquaintance,  after  serving  five  years  with  a  druggist, 
only  got  his  two  years'  certificate  by  going  to  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  at  11.  per  month  for  the  first  year  and 
1/.  10s.  per  month  for  the  second  year ;  other  chemists 
expect  a  premium  and  get  their  work  done  for  nothing. 
In  another  instance  a  young  man,  after  serving  five  years 
with  the  executors  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  under  a 
qualified  manager,  was  riot  allowed  to  go  up  for  the 
•examination.    The  whole  system  is  meant  to  keep  as  many 
as  possible  out  from  the  examination,  and  so  provide 
plenty  of  cheap  labour  for  those  inside.    The  Council  of 
•the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  a  statutory  body,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  impartial  in  matters  relating  to  the  two 
grades  of  which  it  is  composed.    At  the  recent  inquiry 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Society  claimed  everything  for 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  and  did  not  mention  the  fact 
that  if  his  evidence  was  acted  upon  it  would  mean  bank- 
ruptcy for  a  large  number  of  the  registered  druggists. 
This  is  known  as  impartiality  and  fair  play  in  Lower 
Mount  Street.    It  is  no  wonder  that  Mr.  Wells  cannot 
•understand  the  druggists. — Yours  truly, 

Belfast.  Samuel  Suffeen. 


Sir,— I  expected  that  some  words  of  sympathy  would 
have  been  expressed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  for  their  Asso- 
ciates who  it  is  admitted,  will,  if  medical  benefit  is 
applied  to  Ireland,  be  badly  hit,  in  many  cases  being 
deprxved  of  their  means  of  livelihood.  Instead  Mr? 
Suffern  and  myself  are  abured  in  such  words  as  "mis- 
representing, "insinuations,"  "  made  statements  abso- 
lutely contrary  to  the  facts."  When  strong  words  like 
these  are  used  we  would  at  least  expect  gentlemen  to 
back  them  up  with  arguments  or  facts.      Anvone  who 


reads  the  report  will  see  that  these  are  wanting.  I  call 
upon-  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Wells  to  give  proof  of  their 
statements  if  they  have  any.  We  can  stand  over  our 
contentions,  which  are  : 

(1)  That  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  endeavoured 
to  create  a  monopoly  for  its  own  members. 

(2)  That  the  number  of  pharmaceutical  chemist's  is  inade- 
quate to  supply  the  requirements  if  medical  benefit  is 
established  in  Ireland. 

(3)  That  in  the  working-class  districts  of  Belfast  there  is 
a  totally  inadequate  number  of  pharmaceutical  chemists 
to  meet  the  demands  which  will  be  put  upon  them  under 
the  Insurance  Act. 

(4)  That  the  druggists  in  these  districts,  in  the  event  o£ 
medical  benefit  becoming  law,  would  lose  at  least  25  per 
cent,  of  their  present  business,  which  would  be  increased 
to  one-half  in  the  event  of  dependents  being  included. 


Belfast, 


Yours  truly, 


Samuel  Gibsox  , 


Apothecaries'  Assistants. 
Sir, — In  reference  to  the  report  in  your  issue  of  April  5 
anent  the  registration  of  persons  holding  the  certificate 
issued  by  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  to  dispensers  of  medi- 
cines, it  may  interest  you  to  know  that  I  applied  to  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall  some  six  weeks  ago,  inviting  the 
Managing  Committee  to  grant  me  their  certificate  of  assis- 
tant to  an  apothecary  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines. 
In  support  of  my  application  I  pointed  out  that  I  had  been 
registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  since  1894,  and  that  I 
had  actually  dispensed  medicines  at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
itself  in  June  1911.  Nevertheless,  my  application  was 
refused,  and  I  was  told  that  under  no  circumstances  would 
the  Hall  grant  their  certificate  without  examination.  The 
question  of  fees  did  not  enter,  because  I  was  fully  pre- 
pared to  pay  any  fee.  In  the  light  of  my  experience  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  be 
lacking  in  ordinary  business  capacity  were  the  Council  to 
dream  of  admitting  persons  holding  the  Hall  certificate  to 
full  registration  without  examination  appertaining  to  the 
standard  of  the  English  "  Minor."  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  what  may  be  the  object  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Society,  unless  it  be  to  lower  the  status  of  the  "Minor" 
to  the  level  of  the  requirements  expected  from  Hall  candi- 
dates.   Your  comments  will  be  appreciated  by 

Yours,  etc., 
Chemist  and  Druggist.  (32/5.) 

[An  excellent  bit  of  ironical  humour. — Editor,  C.  &  D.] 


Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchangre  of  opinions 
among  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Cost  of  Living  in  Johannesburg. 
Would  any  reader  of  the  C.  &  D.  who  has  been  in  Johan- 
nesburg kindly  state  the  cost  of  living  for  a  man  and  wife 
in  above  town  ?  I  have  1  ien  offered  a  berth  in  Johannes- 
burg, but  being  a  married  man  I  am  anxious  to  find  out 
the  cost  of  living  (outdoors)  there. — South  Africa  (44/25). 

What  is  C 'ompov.ncl  Essence  of  Ginger? 
Eimia  (40/45)  has  been  asked  for  compound  essence  of 
ginger,  which  the  customer  f  5  is  supplied  in  the  counties 
of  Durham  and  Yorkshire,  a  j  apparently  quite  different 
from  the  ordinary  essence  of  gii  ger  supplied  by  chemists  in 
the  West  of  England.  Can  anyone  explain  what  is  the 
difference  ? 

Departmcntalising  Business. 
Would  any  C.  <£•  D.  readers  who  have  at  any  time  depart- 
mentalised  their  business  be  good  enough  to  outline  a  system 
applicable  to  a  business  doing  a  fairly  large  cash  trade 
and  where  several  counter-hands  are  engaged  ?  Oil  and 
colours,  photo.,  veterinary,  stationery,  compounding,  and 
general  pharmacy  are_  carried  on.  The  chief  information 
sought  is  a  system  giving  analysis  of  the  day's  takings,  as 
the  departments  above  are  all  more  or  less  carried  on  behind 
one  long  counter.  Any  information  bearing  on  this  will  be 
very  thankfully  received  by  Systematic  (34/25). 


Index    Folio  606 


April  19,  1913 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


65 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  for  the  discussion  and  solution  of  dispensing 
problems  and  prescriptions  submitted  by  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 
We  are  always  pleased  to  receive  the  opinions  of  readers  for 
publication.  "The  Art  of  Dispensing:"  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  6s.) 
is  the  standard  book  of  reference  on  this  subject. 


An  Interaction  Prescription. 

S.  W.  C.  (24/93)  asks :  In  dispensing  calcium  hypo- 
phosphite  and  ferri  amni.  cit.  together,  should  the  solu- 
tion be  clear  or  not  ?  Does  it  depend  in  any  way  upon  the 
drugs  ?  [When  calcium  hypophosphife  and  iron  and  am- 
monium citrate  are  dispensed  together  in  solution  calcium 
citrate  is  formed,  and,  owing  to  its  insolubility,  is  precipi- 
tated after  the  solution  has  been  allowed  to  stand  a  short 
time.  The  reddish  appearance  of  the  precipitate  suggests 
part  of  it  to  be  iron,  but  the  colour  is  merely  due  to  the 
precipitate  being  suspended  in  the  coloured  solution.  There 
is  no  need  to  suspect  the  quality  of  the  drugs.] 

Peruvian  Balsam  Ointment. 

T.  P.  H.  (112/17)  finds  considerable  difficulty  in  incor- 
porating balsam  of  Peru  in  an  ointment,  as  the  balsam 
separates.  He  does  not  state  the  nature  of  the  basis  used, 
but  we  have  tried  it  with  all  the  usual  sorts,  such  as  lard, 
soft  paraffin,  and  wool-fat.  The  best  and  practically  only 
way  is  to  incorporate  the  balsam  in  the  cold.  As  our 
correspondent  speaks  of  it  separating,  we  assume  that  he 
has  been  heating  it  with  the  other  constituents  of  the  oint- 
ment. When  heated,  part  of  the  balsam  becomes  hard, 
knotty,  and  not  amenable  to  mixing,  even  by  rubbing.  If 
the  other  ingredients  of  the  ointment  require  to  be  heated, 
the  proper  procedure  is  to  prepare  the  ointment  without 
the  balsam,  and  when  cold  incorporate  the  latter.  In  a 
case  where  the  balsam  has  separated,  if  the  fats  be  poured 
off  while  warm  the  balsam  residue  can  be  rubbed  into  a 
workable  condition  again  by  the  use  of  a  little  alcohol, 
absolute  or  90-per-cent.,  but  it  must  still  be  mixed  with 
the  fats  cold.  The  balsam  is  soluble  about  1  in  1  of  either 
absolute  or  90-per-cent.  alcohol. 

Iodine  and  Phenol  in  Lotion. 

Exemplum  (38/14)  says  the  lotion  compounded  according 
to  the  subjoined  prescription  was  returned  after  two  days,  as 
it  developed  an  offensive  odour.  Am  I  right  in  supposing 
decomposition  occurred,  with  formation  of  CHL  ? 

Tr.  iodi    gij. 

Glyc.  carbolic.    giij. 

Boracis         ...    giss_ 

Menthol.        ...       ...       ...       ...    gr,  x_ 

01.  ricini    ^iij. 

Spt.  chlorof.  ad    Jvj. 

[The  odour  of  which  complaint  has  been  made  is 
inseparable  from  the  combination  of  ingredients  in  the 
lotion.  Even  when  newly  compounded  the  lotion  smells 
strongly,  and  as  time  proceeds  the  odour  becomes  intensified. 
We  would  not  call  it  offensive,  but,  rather,  characteristic. 
The  prescription  suggests  that  the  combination  is  meant  for 
a  hair-lotion,  and  certainly  for  such  purpose  its  odour  is,  to 
say  the  least,  unconventional.  The  requisites  for  the  pro- 
duction of  iodoform  are  present  in  the  lotion,  and  no  doubt 
some  is  formed  and  held  in  solution  by  the  spirit;  but 
alcoholic  solutions  of  iodine  and  phenol  develop  strong- 
smelling  products,  and  there  is  no  means  of  averting  this  in 
the  above.] 

Paraldehyde  and  Iodide  Mixture. 

Paraldehyd.   3iv. 

Potass,  iodidi    3j. 

Tr.  scillse      ...     A*x    3iss. 

Potass,  carb.  ...    gr.  iv. 

Syrupi  ^   ...  5j. 

Aquam  ad         j lfl   3viij. — M. 

Sib, — The  above,  mixture"  was  handed  in  by  a  customer  to 
be  dispensed.  I>,  dispensed  it  as  prescribed,  and  there  was 
slight  liberation  of  iodine.  The  customer  has  returned  it, 
saying  that  she  has  had  the  same  dispensed  in  London, 
when  the  mixture  was  quite  clear.  Will  you  kindly  advise 
me  the  best  way  to  dispense  same? — A  Subscriber  (25/52). 

[If  the  mixture  when  compounded  as  written  indicates 
by  brown  colour  that  liberation  of  iodine  has  occurred,  add 
more  potassium  carbonate  until  the  mixture  is  distinctly 
alkaline.  The  mixture  will  then  be  clear,  and  will  remain 
so.  The  setting  free  of  some  iodine  is  due  to  acidity  of  the 
paraldehyde,  which,  according  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  should 
be  neutral.  It  seldom  is  so,  however,  and  occasionally  it 
is  met  with  very  acid.  It  appears  that  the  prescriber  had 
some  prevision  of  what  would  happen,  as  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  object  in  ordering  so  small  a  quantity 


of  potassium  carbonate  unless  to  neutralise  possible  acidity. 
The  addition  of  a  littlo  more,  therefore,  is  only  carrying 
out  the  intention  of  the  prescriber.  If  you  make  the  mix- 
ture with  half  the  water  you  will  find  the  colour  mainly  con- 
fined to  the  undissolved  globules  of  paraldehyde.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  writing  about  your  difficulty  consult  "The  Chemists'  and 
Drug-grists'  Diary,"  1913,  PP-  211-242  and  pp.  457-459,  where  most 
legal  difficulties  are  anticipated. 


Stockport  Subscriber  (29/3).— No.  Read  p.  211  of  C.  dfc  D. 
Diary. 

Phenol  (33/17). — The  conditions  upon  which  phenol  (car- 
bolic acid)  and  its  preparations  may  be  sold  are  specified 
on  p.  211  of  the  C.  <£•  D.  Diary.  Liquid  disinfectants  con- 
taining more  than  3  per  cert,  of  phenol  may  only  be  sold 
by  registered  chemists. 

./.  B.  (39/8)  says  A  has  sold  to  C  a  building  which  is  let 
on  lease  to  B.  Can  C  give  B  notice  to  quit,  or  is  the  lease 
binding  upon  C?  [The  lease  is  just  as  much  binding  on  C 
as  it  was  on  A  before  he  sold  the  building,  and  C  is  not 
entitled  to  give  B  notice  to  quit  unless  A  could  have  done 
so.] 

H.  11.  H.  (281/39).— The  statement,  "If  you  suffer  with 
rheumatism,  sciatica,  influenza,  neuralgia,  or  any  nerve 
pain,  try,"  makes  the  powders  to  which  it  refers  liable  to 
medicine  stamp-duty,  but  it  does  not  make  the  "  Head  and 
Nerve  Powders  "  liable,  on  account  of  the  statement  being 
made  on  the  packet  of  these  perfectly  distinct  powders. 

H.  W.  (44/62).— Closing  Orders  as  to  the  hours  for 
closing  shops  in  the  evenings  are  made  under  Section  5  of 
the  Shops  Act,  1912.  The  Home  Office  has  advised  local 
authorities  that  such  closing  orders  cannot  prevent  the  sale 
of  medicines  and  other  exempted  goods,  which  should  be 
provided  for  in  the  order  as  contemplated  by  Sub-section  3. 
Under  the  circumstances,  such  an  order  does  not  apply  to 
the  hours  of  employes  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  get 
their  half-holiday  weekly. 

W.  E.  B.  (32/70).— Retailing  Wines.— An  '-off'"  wine- 
licence  enables  you  to  sell  any  kind  of  wine,  but  the  licens- 
ing justices,  in  granting  the  applications  of  chemists  for 
such  licences,  frequently  stipulate  that  they  shall  confine 
their  sales  to  so-called  medicated  wines,  and  their  statutory 
powers  enable  the  justices  to  refuse  renewal  of  the  licence 
if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  condition  has  not  jjeen 
adhered  to  by  the  licensee.  You  must,  therefore,  assure 
yourself  on  this  point  before  you  stock  and  sell  Burgundy  of 
any  kind. 

0.  S.  (40/26). — We  cannot  say  whether  or  not  any  par- 
ticular word  is  registered  as  a  trade-mark.  This  can  be 
ascertained  either  (1)  by  a  search  of  the  Register  of  Trade- 
marks, which  costs  1.5.  bd.  per  hour — but  we  do  not  under- 
take such  searches — or  (2)  by  your  making  an  application 
for  registration  of  the  word  as  a  trade-mark  in  the  manner 
described  in  The  Che7>iists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  p.  444. 
This  will  cost  you  10s.,  and  if  the  word  is  already  on  the 
Register,  or  is  not  registrable,  refusal  of  your  application 
will  indicate  it. 

Cress  (42/20).  writing  in  regard  to  Body-names,  says: 
"  On  page  219,  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1913,  you  state  '  the  mention 
merely  of  an  organ  or  part  of  the  human  body  of  itself 
[does  not]  render  a  preparation  liable  to  medicine  stamp- 
duty  '  are  the  official  words.  There  appears  to  be  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  this  exemption  is  restricted  to  the  use 
of  two  body-names  only.  I  should  be  extremely  obliged 
for  your  opinion  on  the  subject,  also  as  to  the  liability  of 
the  following :  (a)  '  Head,  Stomach,  and  Li  ver  Pills': 
(6)  1  Vegetable  Health  Pills.  For  the  Head,  Stomach,  and 
Liver.'  "  [Neither  of  these  in  itself  involves  1'ability  to 
medicine  stamp-duty.  There  is  no  official  ruling  which 
restricts  such  descriptions  to  two  body-names.  We  may 
recall  the  fact  that  in  their  first  interpretation  (July  1903) 
of  the  Ransom  v.  Sanguinetti  decision  the  Revenue  authori- 
ties said  they  had  "  no  alternative  but  to  regard  such  titles 
as  '  Cough  Mixture  '  or  '  Liver  Pills '  as  per  se  involving 
liability."  Later  (October  28,  1903)  they  intimated  that 
"  they  do  not  now  consider  that  the  mention  merely  of  an 
organ  or  part  of  the  body  of  itself  renders  a  preparation 
liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty."  This  means  that  such 
names  do  not  hold  out  or  recommend  the  preparations  as 
beneficial  to  the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any  .  .  . 
complaint  incident  to  or  in  anywise  affecting  the  human 
body ;   therefore  the  preparations  are  not  in  the  general 
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charge  of  duty.  This  is  not  a  concession  or  exemption,  but 
an  omission  from  the  charge ;  consequently,  any  number 
of  parts  may  be  mentioned  without  incurring  liability, 
provided  the  collocation  does  not  indicate  the  manner  in 
which  the  medicine  acts  upon  the  organ,  supposing  that  to 
be  possible.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 


S.  11'.  C.  (3/4). — WAx-rousH  for  Turnery  : 


Sandarac       ...    1  oz. 

Spirit   10  oz. 

Beeswax  ...       ...      ...  1  oz. 

Turpentine     ...    5  oz. 


Dissolve  the  sandarac  in  the  spirit  and  separately  the  wax 
in  the  turpentine.  Then  add  the  .spirit  solution  gradually 
to  the  wax  solution. 

J'.  B.  (Cologne)  (19/68). — (1)  Metal-polishing  Cloths. — 
The  cloths  employed  are  heavy  double-faced  cotton  cut  into 
pieces  9  in.  square.  The  cloths  are  soaked  in  hot  water  and 
wrung  out  as  dry  as  possible,  and  then  immersed  in  the 
following  solution: 

Oleic  acid    4  oz. 

Ammonia    4  oz. 

Water    1  gal. 

The  solution  is  employed  hot,  and  after  the  cloths  are  well 
impregnated  they  are  passed  through  a  wringer,  smoothed 
■out,  and  sprinkled  with  either  fine  emery,  tripoli,  or  kiesel- 
guhr;  emery  is  used  with  dark  cloths.  The  powder  is  well 
rubbed  into  the  material,  which  is  then  dried,  and  finally 
loose  powder  is  removed  by  brushing  with  a  soft  brush. 
{2)  Metal-polish  : 

Soft  paraffin    1  lb. 

Paraffin  wax    £  lb. 

Paraffin  oil  ...       ...       ...    16  oz. 

Tripoli   .      ...     3  lb. 

Melt  the  soft  paraffin  and  paraffin  wax  together,  remove 
from  the  source  of  heat,  and  stir  in  the  paraffin  oil.  When 
homogeneous  incorporate  the  tripoli.  (3)  Furniture-polish. 
■ — The  following  is  a  good  recipe  of  the  "  reviver  "  class  : 


Linseed  oil    16  oz. 

Camphor    2  oz. 

Vinegar        ...    4  oz. 

Solution  of  ammonia      ...       ...  5  oz. 

Butter  of  antimony    1  oz. 


Dissolve  the  camphor  in  the  linseed  oil  by  means  of  a 
water-bath,  then  add  the  vinegar  gradually,  shaking  well 
between  each  addition,  then  add  the  other  ingredients. 

J.  P.  I.  <£■  Co.  (26/51). — Lemon-flavoured  Seidlitz  Pow- 
ders.— These  are  generally  prepared  by  using  in  place  of 
the  tartaric  acid  35  grains  of  citric  acid  flavoured  with 
mss.  of  oil  of  lemon.  The  powder  is  more  hygroscopic  than 
when  tartaric  acid  is  employed,  for  which  reason  it  is  pro- 
bably better  to  use  tartaric  acid,  merely  flavouring  it  as 
indicated  above. 

Toilet  (22/2).— Shampoo-powder  containing  quillaia.— The 
following  is  a  good  recipe  of  the  kind  desired  : 


Powdered  quillaia   5ij. 

Camphor       ...       ...       ...        ..  gr.  x. 

Borax    ..  5j 

Dried  sodium  carbonate   5ss. 

Rosemary  oil    mxx. 

For  one  packet. 


H.  H.  (Lausanne)  (17/68). — American  Formula. — The  fol- 
lowing books  contain  the  formulae  of  the  United  States 
Pharmacopoeia  and  unofficial  recipes  as  well,  but  they  can- 
not truthfully  be  described  as  small  or  handy :  "  The  New 
Standard  Formulary"  (Engelhard,  Chicago),  "The  Dis- 
pensatory of  the  United  States  of  America"  (Lippincott), 
"The  National  Dispensatory"  (Churchill,  36s.). 

W.  H.  (6/27).— (1)  To  Remove  Stains  from  Mortars 
hydrochloric  acid  or  chromic  acid  is  generally  sufficient.  A 
scrubbing  with  coarse  sand  is  useful  as    a  preliminary. 


1(2)  The  addition  of  a  few  grains  of  powdered  tragacanth  is 
recommended  for  increasing  the  persistence  of  the  lather  pro- 
duced by  liquid  6naving-soap. 

Q.  E.  D.  (17/53).— Shampoo-powder  for  Dry  USE.--We 
have  given  numerous  formulas  for  this  in  recent  volumes  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  The  following  is  one  we  have 
not  printed  before : 

Powdered  orris-root        ...  7  oz.  j 

Powdered   borax   7  oz.  s 

Sodium  bicarbonate    1  07*jLlL\ 

Ro6e-geranium  oil  ...       ...       ...    10  minims 

The  rose-geranium  oil  is  first  triturated  with  a  small  quan- 
tity of  the  borax  before  being  added  to  the  bulk.  It  is  put 
up*  in  packets  of  3  oz.,  and  the  directions  read:  Dust  in 
the  hair  freely  and  brush  out  thoroughly. 

T.  S.  M.  (Lahore)  (11/24).— Analysis  of  Drugs.— We  think 
you  will  find  Parry's  "  Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs  "  (Scott. 
Greenwood  &  Sons,  21s.)  most  suited  for  your  purpose.  It 
is  a  modern  book  and  practical. 

G.  C.  (41/57). — Dentistry  is  as  healthy  an  employment  as 
any  other  profession  allied  to  medicine,  and  is  not  regarded 
as  unhealthy. 

Aspirin  (36/55). — The  urotropine  is  '*  salted  out  "  by  the 
magnesium  sulphate,  and  redissolves  when  more  water  is 
added. 

F.  C.  (245/1). — The  yield  of  extract  from  dried  gentian- 
root  is  on  an  average  30  per  cent.,  but  may  exceed  this. 
On  the  other  hand,  under  certain  conditions  of  fermentation 
the  yield  is  much  below  the  average. 

Aspirin  (36/55). — There  are  two  kinds  of  Sheep's  Evil— 
viz.,  simple  or  benign  and  malignant.  The  simple  is  prac- 
tically an  eruption  or  thrush  in  the  mouth,  usually  in  lambs, 
although  cases  are  found  in  older  sheep.  In  lambs  it  is  due  to 
derangement  of  the  system  of  the  mother,  but  in  the  ewe  it  is 
due  to  an  irritant  and  stomach  disorder.  The  symptoms  are 
excessive  salivation,  smacking  of  the  mouth,  and  inability 
to  eat,  with  great  lassitude.  On  examination  the  mouth  is 
found  to  be  ulcerated  in  patches,  with  intense  heat,  redness, 
and  pain.  The  treatment  at  all  times  for  lambs  is  to 
entirely  change  the  mother's  food  and  give  attention  to 
the  state  of  her  stomach  and  bowels.  Give  pot.  nit.  sss.  in 
food  or  water,  and  wash  out  the  mouth  with  alum-water  or 
hyposulphite  lotion,  latterly  using  a  dressing  of  mel  boracis 
or  glycer.  boracis.  This  treatment  also  applies  to  older 
animals,  with  the  addition  of  a  purgative.  The  malignant 
form  is  undoubtedly  a  derangement  of  the  blood,  and  is 
manifested  by  the  appearance  of  ulcers  or  sores  on  the 
udder,  teats,  and  inside  of  the  thighs.  It  is  very  infectious 
and  may  affect  various  parts  of  the  body.  The  lambs  catch 
it  from  sucking  the  affected  teats  and  coming  in  contact 
with  the  diseased  parts.  Lesions  appear  on  their  lips, 
gums,  and  around  the  nostrils,  etc.  It  may  slacken  the 
teeth  so  that  they  fall  out.  There  is  pronounced  fever, 
diarrhoea,  and  emaciation;  in  fact,  the  flesh  and  condition 
run  away  from  the  animal,  and  death  supervenes  from 
weakness  and  exhaustion.  The  treatment  usually  is  very 
prolonged  and  indefinite.  Change  the  pasture  of  the  ewe 
and  give  shelter  from  draughts  and  damp.  Give  soft  food, 
linseed  gruel,  etc.,  and  if  eaten  put  in  hyposulphite  of 
sodium  3j.  to  jij.  for  each  animal.  Milk  the  animal,  as  she 
usually  cannot  bear  the  pain  of  the  lamb  sucking.  Dress 
the  sores  with  ung.  carbol.  or  any  astringent  and  antiseptic 
dressing.  It  may  be  necessary  to  apply  argent,  nit.,  ferri 
perchlor.,  cupri  sulph.,  or  any  caustic  to  some  of  the  lesions. 
Artificial  feeding  must  be  resorted  to  to  keep  the  lambs 
alive. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  April  15,  1863. 


Festival  of  the  United  Society. 

The  second  Annual  Festival  of  the  United  Society  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists  will  not  be  soon  forgotten  by  those 
who  took  part  in  it,  for,  owing  to  a  wise  decision  of  the 
Committee,  the  reunion  had  the  character  of  a  great  family 
party.  The  better  half  of  the  trade  was  represented  by  a 
number  of  ladies,  whose  smiles  put  everybody  in  good 
humour,  and  had  a  magical  effect  upon  the  subscription-list 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  We  hail  with  delight  this  acknow- 
ledgment of  Woman's  Rights  by  the  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists, for  we  have  often  felt  very  uncomfortable  at  public 
dinners,  when  we  have  reflected  upon  the  forlorn  condition 
of  the  ladies  in  the  balcony.  In  the  good  old  wine-bibbing 
days,  ladies  could  not  join  in  the  festivities ;  but  now,  we 
are  glad  to  say,  intemperance  is  out  of  fashion,  and  there 
is  no  excuse  for  keeping  our  fair  Peris  weeping  at  the  gates 
of  Paradise. 
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